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The  New  Year 


As  Essential  as  Heaven 


by  Hungwah  Yu  Goodman 

The  Chinese  New  Year  is  once  again 
upon  us,  falling  this  year  on  Feb.  10.  The 
rooster  is  on  the  way  out  and  the  dog  is 
in.  This  first  event  of  the  year  certainly 
merits  festive  celebration  among  the 
people.  It  gives  us  an  excuse  to  discard 
the  old  and  embrace  the  new.  However, 
one  thing  that  will  never  be  swept  out  the 
door,  besides  money,  is  the  custom  of 
celebrating  with  an  abundance  of  food. 

Given  the  differences  in  their  climate, 
agricultural  produce,  temperament,  and 
traditions,  Chinese  in  the  north  and  the 
south  have  acquired  distinctive  tastes  in 
cooking.  In  general,  noodles  are  the 
staple  of  the  northerners,  while  rice  is  a 
must  to  accompany  the  delicacies  on  the 
dinner  table  in  the  south.  Each  region 
has  its  special  New  Year  dishes.  For  the 
Spring  Festival,  northerners  usually 
prepare  enough  dumplings  to  feed  an 
army.  In  the  south,  people  cook  up 
various  dishes  with  fancy  names  and 
serve  them  on  bowls  of  steaming  white 
rice. 

The  aroma  of  food  in  the  air  is  irresis¬ 
tible  this  time  of  year.  It  also  seems  to  me 
that  southerners  succumb  to  their  sweet 
tooth  during  Chinese  New  Year.  In 
Hong  Kong,  for  example,  there  are  plen¬ 
ty  of  mouth-watering  desserts  to  eat  be¬ 
tween  the  main  meals:  sweet  dumplings 
filled  with  lotus  seed  paste,  sticky  year 
cake  made  with  glutinous  flour  and  cane 
sugar,  slices  of  preserved  watermelon, 
coconut,  water  chestnut,  lotus  seeds  and 
roots  are  generously  coated  with  sugar. 
When  relatives  and  friends  visit  one 
another  during  the  holiday,  they  ex¬ 
change  such  popular  gifts  as  chocolates, 
candies  and  cookies.  And  of  course,  the 
sweets  are  offered  to  the  guests  with  cuns 
of  hot  tea.  All  this  eating  is  done  in  good 
spirit. 

Chinese  cooking  has  lived  up  to  its 
reputation  as  a  culinary  art.  This  should 
not  be  surprising  since  eating  occupies  a 
major  role  in  our  culture.  So  much  so 
that  Confucius  once  said  that  food  is  the 
foremost  concern  for  the  people.  Eating 
is  as  essential  as  heaven.  The  ability 
to  provide  food,  either  to  the  family  or  to 
the  visitors,  seems  to  be  the  yardstick 
against  which  our  well  being  is 
measured.  This  sentiment  is  deeply  in¬ 
grained  in  our  language.  In  Hong  Kong, 
friends  greet  each  other  with  the  stand¬ 
ard  phrase:  Have  you  eaten  your  meal 
yet?  A  common  tactic  to  break  the  ice  is 


Lion  Dance  In  Chinatown. 


for  acquaintances  to  ask:  "Where  are  you 
looking  for  food?"  (I  always  wonder  if  it 
is  a  legacy  of  our  ancestors’  anxiety 
during  the  hunter  and  gatherer  period.) 
Even  some  not  so  flattering  features  of 
our  language  have  tapped  into  the  eating 
imagery.  The  Chinese  version  for  a  dog 
eats  dog  world  is  "scramble  for  food 
world."  If  one  is  unfortunate  enough  to 
be  the  loser  in  the  rat  race,  he  or  she  is 
said  to  be  "swallowed"  or  "eaten."  (Man- 
eating  monsters  or  ghosts  are  not  un¬ 
common  in  Chinese  folk  tales.) 

On  the  eighth  day  of  the  twelfth 
month,  a  special  vegetarian  porridge  is 
served.  This  officially  heralds  the  start  of 
the  celebratory  mood  of  Spring  Festival. 
As  the  festive  atmosphere  of  the  New 
Year  begins  to  build,  food  must  be 
bought  and  prepared.  Throughout  the 
last  month  of  the  lunar  year,  households 
are  busy  getting  the  food  ready:  year 
cakes  are  steamed,  sweet  snacks  must  be 
bought,  crunchy  donuts  should  be  fried 
j  and  stored  away  for  guests.  When  I  was 
I  young,  my  mother  even  bought  a  live 
chicken  about  five  days  before  New 
Year’s  Eve.  She  kept  it  in  the  house  until 
the  day  when  the  poor  bird  was  dutifully 
slaughtered  for  the  big  meal  on  New 
Year’s  Eve.  According  to  her,  if  one 
shopped  at  the  last  minute,  all  the  good 
chickens  would  be  gone.  Naturally, 
frozen  chickens  were  not  acceptable. 
Whatever  the  reason  might  be,  I 
developed  a  phobia  for  live  chicken  and 


was  thankful  that  she  finally  stopped  this 
practice.  I  always  told  her  not  to  worry 
about  the  supply  of  live  stock  around 
Chinese  New  Year. 

The  last  month  of  the  year  is  also  a 
good  time  to  finish  old  business  among 
fellow  humans  or,  if  need  be,  with  the 
gods.  Being  a  people  fearful  of  heaven, 
we  do  not  forget  to  appease  the  gods. 
However,  some  gods  are  more  welcome 
than  others.  The  god  of  prosperity  is  the 
uncontested  winner  in  this  case.  The 
kitchen  god,  in  contrast,  only  gets  our 
attention  one  day  a  year  -  the  day  he  is 
due  back  in  heaven  to  report  on  our 
earthly  acts.  On  this  day,  an  offering  is 
made  to  the  kitchen  god  before  he 
returns  to  the  sky.  I  find  this  custom 
intriguing.  It  is  indicative  of  our  simple 
faith  in  the  power  and  desirability  of 
food  -  we  can  reconcile  even  with  a  god 
by  feeding  him  right. 

Making  an  offering  to  the  kitchen  god 
is  as  old  as  human  history.  The  tradition 
probably  started  when  fire  was  dis¬ 
covered.  Fire  took  our  civilization  a  big 
step  forward.  The  Chinese  character  for 
kitchen  was  created  when  fire  was  put 
next  to  earth,  signifying  another  advance 
in  our  culture.  With  an  earthen  stove  and 
fire,  man  could  now  be  creative  in  food 
preparation  and  truly  elevate  cooking  to 
an  art.  The  kitchen  rightfully  became  the 
center  of  family  life.  It  was  the  room  in 
which  people  gathered  for  food,  warmth, 
and  for  socializing.  To  most  people,  the 


year  really  ended  with  this  farewell  offer¬ 
ing  to  the  kitchen  god. 

Like  most  traditions,  the  custom  has 
suffered  some  degeneration  as  time  goes 
by.  The  kitchen  god  was  originally  wor¬ 
shipped  as  a  deity  who  brought  us  fire 
and  all  the  subsequent  improvements  in 
our  life.  The  ritual  was  later  shrouded  in 
superstition  around  the  Tang  or  Sung 
dynasty.  By  that  time,  the  kitchen  god 
became  a  permanent  establishment  of 
the  household  and  had  the  power  was  to 
influence  the  fate  of  the  family.  This 
change  in  status  had  caused  the  god  to 
assume  a  somewhat  dubious  character. 

Legend  has  it  that  the  kitchen  god  is 
sent  by  the  Jade  Emperor  in  heaven  to 
each  household  to  spy  on  the  behavior  of 
the  people.  When  the  gcd  makes  his  end- 
of-the-year  reports,  the  pious  shall  be 
rewarded  and  the  wicked  punished  by 
the  all-knowing  Jade  Emperor  in 
heaven.  Since  a  busybody  from  the  sky  is 
not  the  most  endearing  presence  in  the 
family,  the  infamous  god  never  receives 
much  offering.  That  is  except  on  the  day 
when  he  goes  back  to  the  Jade  Emperor 
in  heaven.  The  day  traditionally  falls  on 
the  23rd  and  24th  of  the  twelfth  month. 
Fearing  that  the  kitchen  god  will  put  in 
some  damaging  words  to  threaten  their 
welfare,  people  do  their  best  on  this  day 
to  make  up  for  their  snub  to  the  god.  To 
send  him  off  on  a  good  trip,  they  prepare 
a  meal  befitting  a  god.  It  should  be 
remembered,  however,  that  the  food 
must  be  either  sweet  and  sticky,  or  oily 
and  filling.  Sweet  and  sticky  food  will 
securely  seal  the  kitchen  god’s  mouth; 
oily  and  filling  food  will  make  the  god 
happy,  so  that  he  will  have  nothing  but 
good  to  say  about  the  household.  What  a 
blatant  way  to  bribe  the  god!  Yet  if  you 

want  to  befriend  someone,  even  the  nod. 

what  could  be  better  than  an  offering  of 
some  tasty  Chinese  food? 

The  kitchen  god  has,  with  time,  faded 
into  history;  each  year  fewer  and  fewer 
people  observe  the  annual  farewell  ritual 
to  him.  However,  the  importance  of  food 
in  our  daily  life  is  still  manifested 
everywhere.  Starting  from  the  twelfth 
month  of  the  old  year  and  lasting  till  the 
middle  of  the  first  month,  the  New  Year 
is  celebrated  with  gusto  in  cooking  and 
eating.  Someone  once  made  the  com¬ 
ment  that  Chinese  culture  is  built  on 
eating.  The  Cantonese  have  known  this 
all  along.  As  their  popular  saying  goes: 
to  eat  is  a  blessing. 


Feb.  10  Welcomes  the  Loyal  Dog 


by  John  B.  Chao 

As  the  curtain  closes  Feb.  9th  on  the 
year  of  the  Rooster,  the  Chinese  com¬ 
munity  will  welcome  in  the  year  of  the 
Dog  with  firecrackers,  dragon  and  lion 
dances,  and  various  other  new  year  fes¬ 
tivities.  The  Dog,  as  many  of  you  know, 
is  the  11th  animal  in  the  12-year  cycle  of 
the  lunar  calendar. 

For  those  born  in  the  year  of  the  Dog 
who  are  also  strong  believers  in  fate,  it  is 
well  worth  looking  into  the  charac¬ 
teristics  of  this  fun  and  dutiful  animal. 
There  is  a  proverb  that  says:  "It  is  our 
own  nature  that  determines  our  fate." 

One  of  the  many  unique  charac¬ 


teristics  of  the  dog  is  loyalty:  once  he  is 
bound  to  you,  whether  as  a  friend  or  as 


an  employee,  he  will  always  be  loyal  to 
you.  People  with  this  animal  sign  also 
have  excellent  reflexes,  and,  as  a  conse¬ 
quence,  are  quick  to  respond  to  inci¬ 
dents  that  concern  them.  At  the  same 
time,  those  born  under  the  sign  of  the 


Dog  tend  to  be  very  moody  and  enjoy 
pointing  out  the  weaknesses  of  others. 

Many  famous  historical  figures  were 
born  in  the  year  of  the  Dog,  including 
Xuan  Zang,  the  great  pilgrim  of  the  T ang 
Dynasty,  who  had  undergone  many 
hardships  in  order  to  bring  Buddhist 
scriptures  back  to  China  from  India.  He 
later  appears  as  the  famous  character 
Tang  San  Xhong  in  the  classical  novel, 
"The  Journey  to  the  West,"  by  Wu 
Cheng’en,  and  became  a  popular  folk 
hero  to  the  Chinese  people,  especially 
among  children. 

Interestingly,  though,  the  proverb  -  "It 
is  our  own  nature  that  determines  our 
fate"  -  certainly  has  some  truth  to  it.  Per¬ 


haps  it  is  fair  to  say,  whether  we  are 
believers  of  the  horoscope  or  just  take  it 
with  a  grain  of  salt,  that  each  of  the  12 
animals  used  in  the  Chinese  horoscope 
has  its  own  strengths  and  weaknesses. 
This  is  true  whether  we  are  speaking 
collectively  or  individually. 

Throughout  human  history,  as  we 
have  often  witnessed,  those  who  strug¬ 
gled  to  overcome  their  weaknesses  also 
succeeded  in  overcoming  obstacles  and 
contributing  something  to  society,  and 
ultimately  to  the  world.  With  these 
thoughts  in  mind,  let  us  look  forward  to 
the  year  of  the  Dog  with  great  joy  and 
hope. 


About  This  Year’s  Artists . . . . . . . •• . 

Guo  Yi-fang,  whose  pointing  "Phoenix"  appears  on  the  cover  of  this  year’s  Sampan,  was  born  in  1953  in  Ganzhou,  Jianxi  Province,  China.  He  studied  painting  in 

the  Department  of  fine  Arts  of  Ganzhou  Normal  College  beginning  in  1971  and  later  at  Jiangxi  Normal  University.  .  .  f 

Mr.  Guo’s  works  belong  to  the  realm  of  traditional  Chinese  painting.  An  artist  with  a  broad  range,  he  has  a  special  interest  in  bird  and  flower  painting.  Many  ot 

his  works  have  won  prizes  at  national  and  international  art  exhibitions.  . 

Li  You-en,  whose  series  of  paintings  entitled  "Royal  Celebration"  appears  on  this  year’s  Sampan  Calendar,  is  originally  from  Shanghai,  China.  He  was  a  costume 
designer  for  a  Shanghai  theater  before  coming  to  the  United  States  to  study  at  Boston  University,  where  he  received  a  Master’s  degree  in  fme  arts. 


A4 


Sampan 


Feb.  4, 1994 


CAFE 


RESTAURANT 


NEW  ENGLAND’S  No.  1 
CHINESE  RESTAURANT 


At  Copley  Place 

Boston,  MA 
TEL:  (617)  247-8877 


948  Broadway 
Route  One  North 
Saugus,  MA  01906 
TEL:  (617)  233-0077 
(617)  233-1236 


Happy  New  Year 


Maui 


Corner  Mall 
Boston,  MA 
TEL:  (617)  482-9069 


RESTAURANT 


1875  Main  Street 
Brockton,  MA  02401 
TEL:  (508)  583-1010 


1 


■f 


Feb.  4, 1994 


Sampan 


A5 


The  Chinese  Zodiac  consists 
of  a  12-year  cycle.  Each  year  is 
represented  by  an  animal.  This 
new  year  is  the  Year  of  the  Dog. 
A  customary  practice  is  to  have 
your  fortune  told  for  the  year. 
The  following  is  your  fortune  in 
the  year  of  the  Dog,  according 
to  psychic  Mr.  Chin  Yun  Chiu, 
who  reads  palms  and  tells  the 
future  in  his  office  on  Tyler  St. 
(near  Kneeland  Street)  in 
Boston’s  Chinatown.  He  can  be 
reached  during  the  day  at  482- 
1702,  or  at  night  at  338-1945. 


Born  in  the  Year  of  the  Dog 
(1910,  1922,  1934,  1946,  1958, 
1970, 1982, 1994): 


Your  luck  this  year  won’t  be 
as  good  as  it  was  last  year.  Your 
fortune  this  year  will  rise  and 
fall.  Be  especially  careful  in 
J une  and  J  uly  because  you  could 
be  attacked  by  others.  Be  care¬ 
ful  to  avoid  disreputable  people. 
This  year  is  good  for  white  collar 
workers.  It  is  not  a  good  year  to 
make  a  large  investment.  If  you 
work  for  the  government,  you 
will  have  the  chance  to  be 
promoted  or  receive  a  pay  in- 
crease.  Women  of  the 
household  should  be  careful  not 
to  listen  to  rumors.  If  you  do  it 
may  bring  trouble.  Women  will 
be  lucky  with  money,  particular¬ 
ly  with  small  amounts  of  money. 
Pay  more  attention  to  your  diet 
and  remember  not  to  eat  too 
much.  Watch  out  for  stomach  or 
knee  problems.  If  you  work  in  a 
high  place  be  careful  to  avoid  an 
accident.  Romantic  relation¬ 
ships  will  be  changeable.  An  af¬ 
fair  is  possible. 

Born  in  the  Year  of  the  Pig 
(1911,  1923,  1935,  1947,  1959, 
1971, 1983): 


This  year’s  luck  is  better  than 
last  year’s.  You  will  be  able  to 
solve  problems.  Someone  will 
arrive  to  help  you  and  work  will 
be  trouble  free.  Take  advantage 
of  this  opportunity.  If  young 
people  clarify  their  goals  they 
will  do  well  in  school.  This  year 
the  women  of  the  household  can 
show  their  ability.  Many  men 
will  not  do  as  well  as  you.  If  your 
business  is  a  wholesome  one  you 
will  do  well  and  earn  extra 
money.  Avoid  gambling.  Pres¬ 
sure  at  work  is  too  high.  You’d 
better  relax  and  not  lose 
balance.  Show  concern  for  your 
partner’s  welfare.  Don’t  follow 
your  emotions.  Don’t  marry  be¬ 
cause  of  a  misunderstanding. 

Born  in  the  Year  of  the 
Mouse  (1912, 1924,  1936,  1948, 
1960, 1972, 1984): 


Mouse  people  won’t  have 
stable  luck  this  year.  Your  good 

friends  will  abandon  you.  You 
will  be  lonely.  Sometimes  work 


The 


will  be  good,  but  other  times 
very  bad.  This  may  confuse  you 
but  you  should  keep  doing  your 
work.  Getting  more  experience 
is  your  best  recourse.  For  young 
people,  everything  is  ‘in  be¬ 
tween.’  You  must  be  prepared 
for  this.  For  women  of  the 
household,  work  will  go 
smoothly  and  men  will  help  you 
out.  Money  will  come  and  go 
and  you  will  hardly  be  able  to 
save  anything.  Be  careful  of  your 
internal  organs,  especially  your 
heart  and  lungs.  Seek  a  cure 
before  an  illness  gets  too 
serious.  Unmarried  girls,  many 
boys  will  chase  you. 


Born  in  the  Year  of  the  Cow 
(1913,  1925,  1937,  1949,  1961, 

1973, 1985): 
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You  will  see  little  movement 
this  year  and  have  little  interest 
in  work.  Although  you  may  want 
to  change  your  job,  you  should 
stay  put.  People  can’t  be  happy 
all  the  time.  When  the  bad  days 
pass  the  good  days  will  follow. 
Someone  will  come  to  help  you 
out.  At  work  you  will  have 
trouble;  your  boss  won’t  offer 
you  a  promotion  and  you  will  be 
unhappy.  Remember  not  to  take 
it  too  seriously.  Women  of  the 
household  won’t  have  good  luck 
in  any  special  way.  If  you  recog¬ 
nize  early  your  situation,  you 
won’t  have  to  pay  too  dearly  for 
what  happens.  In  August  or 
September  the  boss  will  give 
young  people  important  work. 
It’s  important  to  do  it  well.  It’s 
possible  to  earn  some  small 
extra  money.  There  could  be 
some  internal  infection.  Be 
careful  of  your  throat.  Don’t 
drink  and  don’t  smoke!  Unmar¬ 
ried  girls  should  be  careful  not 
to  have  too  many  boyfriends.  In 
December  be  careful  of  your 
house  because  someone  might 
break-in. 

Born  in  the  Year  of  the  Tiger 
(1914,  1926,  1938,  1950,  1962, 

1974, 1986): 


Tiger  people  will  not  have  a 
stable  year.  Sometimes  it  will  be 
good,  sometimes  bad.  You  may 
lose  money  and  find  more 
trouble.  Workers  will  do  well 
and  have  the  chance  for  a 
promotion.  But  workers  too 
should  be  aware  of  possible 
trouble:  someone  may  talk 
badly  behind  their  back.  Better 
to  be  careful.  Y oung  people  will 
have  trouble  with  the  govern¬ 
ment  and  should  watch  out  for 
strangers.  Women  of  the 
household  should  watch  out  for 
co-workers.  They  may  try  to  talk 
badly  about  you.  You  will  lose 
money  but  it  will  also  rid  you  of 
trouble,  which  is  good.  Be  care¬ 
ful  of  your  internal  organs.  Y ou 
may  have  a  problem  with  your 
throat.  People  in  love  should  be 
careful.  Someone  may  try  to 
cause  you  trouble.  In  November 
you  can  struggle  with  your  rival 
and  win. 


New  Year 


Born  in  the  Year  of  the  Rab¬ 
bit  (1915, 1927, 1939, 1951, 1963, 

1975, 1987): 


This  year  your  luck  is  just  so 
so.  There  will  be  good  times  in¬ 
side  bad  times.  Be  careful  of 
your  relationships  with  others, 
especially  of  the  opposite  sex. 
This  could  cause  you  trouble. 
You  will  have  great  develop¬ 
ment  in  work.  Someone  will 
come  to  help  you  out.  At  the  end 
of  the  year  don’t  lend  money  to 
others.  Young  people  can  make 
good  friends.  They  will  help  you 
out  and  everything  will  go 
smoothly.  Women  of  the 
household  will  have  a  good  posi¬ 
tion  in  the  family  and  their  work 
will  go  smoothly.  You  will  earn 
respect  and  more  money.  You 
may  have  bad  dreams.  You 
should  wear  jade  to  keep  away 
the  evil.  If  you  haven’t  yet  found 
a  lover  you  will  find  one  this 
year.  In  October  if  you  are  kind 
and  helpful  to  others  it  will  help 
you  improve  your  luck. 

Born  in  the  Year  of  the 
Dragon  (1916, 1928, 1940, 1952, 
1964, 1976, 1988) 


This  year  your  luck  is  not 
good.  The  dragon  and  the  dog 
don’t  get  along  very  well.  Be 
careful!  Everything  you  do  may 
fail  to  bring  success.  You  may 
always  find  yourself  arguing 
with  others.  Try  to  control  your¬ 
self!  Be  sure  not  to  change  your 
career.  Be  quiet  to  control 
change.  This  will  be  good  for 
you.  It’s  not  a  good  time  for 
young  people  to  invest  or  have  a 
business  partnership.  This  is  not 
good  for  Dragon  people.  To  be 
quiet  is  better.  Women  of  the 
household  may  have  many 
troubles.  Co-workers  may  cause 
you  difficulty;  you  may  argue 
with  your  husband.  There  is  not 
enough  money.  Everything  will 
make  you  nervous  and  you  will 
often  be  angry.  People  in  love 
will  argue  with  each  other.  Be 
careful!  You  luck  will  be  better 
in  August.  Someone  will  come 
to  help  you  out. 

Born  in  the  Year  of  the  Snake 


This  year  will  be  changeable 
for  the  Snake  person.  Some¬ 
times  it  will  be  good,  sometimes 
bad.  When  you  think  there  is  no 
hope  someone  will  come  to  help 
you  finish  your  work.  Young 
people  in  love  will  most  likely 
meet  success  if  they  propose 
marriage.  Work  does  not  go  so 
well.  Watch  out  for  low  people. 
Be  sure  not  to  cause  trouble. 
Women  of  the  household  may 
experience  trouble  in  the  family, 
though  it  won’t  hurt  your 
relationship  with  your  husband 


and  children.  You  may  yse  too 
much  money  and  not  have 
enough  savings.  Don’t  gamble! 
Control  yourself!  You  may  have 
pain  in  your  bones.  You  should 
cure  it  before  it  gets  too  serious. 
In  February  you  will  have  very 
good  luck.  All  the  stars  will  be 
over  your  head  and  you’ll  get 
what  you  want.  In  October,  a 
sun  will  be  in  the  sky;  all  the 
clouds  will  disappear. 

Born  in  the  Year  of  the  Horse 
(1918,  1930,  1942,  1954,  1966, 
1978, 1990): 


This  year  won’t  be  as  good  as 
last  year,  but  it  still  won’t  be  bad. 
You  won’t  have  any  great  break, 
so  don’t  ask  for  too  much.  Be 
careful  of  your  house  in  June 
and  July.  The  elderly  people  in 
the  household  should  be  care¬ 
ful.  Be  aware  of  thieves.  People 
involved  in  construction,  real 
estate  and  architecture  will  have 
good  luck.  Young  people  who 
want  success  in  school  must 
work  hard  and  not  give  up. 
Women  of  the  household  will 
have  a  harmonious  family  life. 
Remember  to  use  money  care¬ 
fully;  don’t  use  more  money 
than  you  have.  You  will  have  a 
good  return  on  your  investment 
in  the  first  half  of  the  year,  but 
remember  to  control  yourself  in 
the  second  half.  If  you  lend 
money  you  may  lose  it.  Health  is 
generally  good  but  you  may  have 
a  stomach  ailment.  Your 
romantic  life  will  be  good;  you 
will  know  a  lot  of  people.  Mar¬ 
ried  men  may  argue  in  the  fami¬ 
ly.  It’s  best  to  keep  the  family  life 
peaceful.  Very  good  luck  in 
August.  There  will  be  a  new 
development  at  work.  Work 
hard  and  it  will  pay  off. 

Born  in  the  Year  of  the  Sheep 
(1919,  1931,  1943,  1955,  1967, 


This  year  will  be  better  than 
last  year.  All  sheep  will  get  what 
they  want.  Someone  will  arrive 
to  help  you.  Your  problems  will 
be  solved.  Although  there  may 
be  low  people  around  you,  that 
will  be  the  only  bad  thing.  In 
August  and  September  you  will 
have  the  chance  to  use  your  in¬ 
telligence  to  earn  a  lot  of  money. 
Young  people  and  working 
people  get  pay  increases  and 
promotions.  But  don’t  be  satis¬ 
fied.  Keep  moving  forward.  Al¬ 
though  women  of  the  household 
may  have  some  small  trouble  in 
the  family,  it  will  quickly  disap¬ 
pear.  This  year  you  will  make 
more  money  than  you  did  last 
year.  Your  health  will  be  good, 
but  be  sure  not  to  eat  too  much 
and  be  careful  of  your  heart, 
lungs  and  stomach.  Married 
couples  will  have  better  rela¬ 
tions.  Unmarried  people  will 
see  an  old  friend.  In  August 
someone  will  help  you  and 
everything  will  go  smoothly. 
Your  life  will  rise  and  rise,  as  if 
a  tiger  has  grown  wings.  In  Sep¬ 
tember  flowers  will  bloom. 


Lucky  stars  will  be  overhead. 

Born  in  the  Year  of  the 
Monkey  (1920, 1932, 1944, 1956, 
1968, 1980, 1992): 


This  year  the  Monkey  people 
will  have  many  opportunities  to 
work.  You  should  remember  to 
show  and  develop  your  intel¬ 
ligence.  Before  you  start  some¬ 
thing  be  sure  to  have  a  plan. 
Young  people  will  have  a 
chance  to  go  to  school  far  away. 
Women  of  the  household  need 
to  manage  money  well.  You  will 
have  very  good  return  on  invest¬ 
ments  and  many  forms  of  in¬ 
come.  Health  is  generally  good 
but  you  may  have  a  stomach  ail¬ 
ment.  You  should  watch  your 
diet.  If  you  can’t  find  the  right 
partner  don’t  give  up.  Your  luck 
just  hasn’t  arrived  yet.  Don’t  be 
too  anxious!  July  is  like  a  clear 
sky.  A  thousand  miles  without  a 
cloud.  Use  this  good  luck  to 
develop  a  business  or  travel  to 
another  country  to  develop 
yourself. 

Born  in  the  Year  of  the 
Rooster (1921, 1933, 1945, 1957, 
1969, 1981, 1993): 


This  year  will  be  better  than 
last  year.  It  will  be  a  very  good, 
very  easy  year.  Work  and  money 
will  be  stable.  Romance  will 
develop.  You  will  be  happy  and 
healthy.  In  August  and  Septem¬ 
ber  everything  will  peak.  You 
had  better  know  how  to  handle 
it  well.  Work  will  go  better  than 
last  year.  Don’t  be  greedy.  Do 
your  own  job  and  be  satisfied. 
That’s  good  enough.  Young 
people  will  start  to  develop 
more  interests,  especially  out¬ 
side  class.  Writing  skill  will  be 
developed.  Women  of  the 
household  will  have  a  har¬ 
monious  family  life.  It’s  okay  to 
work  outside  the  home.  Unmar¬ 
ried  young  women  will  find  a 
partner.  Money  will  be  good, 
especially  in  August  and  Sep¬ 
tember.  Be  careful  of  your  lungs 
and  breath.  Unmarried  young 
people  will  find  partners.  In  July 
your  luck  will  be  like  a  rainbow. 
You  will  have  a  lot  of  oppor¬ 
tunities  to  develop.  Like  the  sun 
in  the  sky,  you  should  use  your 
good  luck  and  move  forward. 
December  will  be  like  the  rain 
after  the  drought.  Everything 
will  come  back  to  life  again,  and 
what  you  want  you  will  get! 


The  next  issue  of  Sampan 
will  be  published  on  March  4, 
1994.  Press  releases  and  adver¬ 
tisements  which  require 
typesetting  or  artwork  are  ac¬ 
cepted  up  to  Friday,  Feb.  25, 
1994.  Camera-ready  ads  are  ac¬ 
cepted  up  to  Monday,  Feb.  28, 
1994. 
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§  he  Gillette  Company  hopes  that  the 
^spirit  of  peace  and  prosperity  for  all 
will  continue  throughout  the  new  year. 


S  BOSTON  EDISON 

with  tomorrow  in  mind 
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A  Wedding  in  Long  Wan  Village 


Text  and  Photos  by  Robert  O’Malley 

The  wedding  guests  have  already  ar¬ 
rived.  They  sit  at  round  tables  arranged 
in  the  courtyard  of  the  Xu  family’s  brick 
house  at  the  far  edge  of  Long  Wan  Vil¬ 
lage,  close  to  the  village  rice  fields.  Vil¬ 
lage  children  have  gathered  to  watch  the 


cooks  preparing  the  food  in  a  row  of 
steaming  woks.  Now  and  then  a  farmer 
guiding  an  ox  passes  by  on  his  way  to  the 
fields. 

Today,  Xu  Tan’s  second  son,  Xu  Guo, 
will  marry  Chen  Mei  Ying,  a  woman  from 
a  nearby  village.  Already  the  banquet 


food  -  noodle,  fish,  vegetable  and  meat 
dishes  -  is  being  laid  out  on  platters  at  the 
center  of  the  tables.  The  men  drink  rice 
wine  or  bitter  beer  while  the  women  and 
children  drink  a  non-alcoholic  sweet 
beer.  Now  and  then  firecrackers  explode 
near  the  gate  of  the  brick  house,  sending 


plumes  of  smoke  into  the  air.  Tradition 
has  it  that  the  roar  of  firecrackers  will 
scare  away  any  evil  spirits  that  have  fol¬ 
lowed  the  girl  to  her  new  home. 

Though  the  younger  people  are 
dressed  in  their  finest  clothes,  with  the 
boys  wearing  black  pants  and  white  shirts 
and  the  girls  wearing  dresses  or  new 
slacks  and  blouses,  many  older  farmers 
wander  into  the  courtyard  wearing  their 
worn-out  field  clothes.  The  men  sit 


together  at  tables  on  one  side  of  the 
courtyard  and  the  women  sit  together  at 
tables  on  the  other.  Though  it’s  a  bright 
June  day,  the  sun  will  soon  be  too  strong 
to  sit  under.  By  afternoon  everyone  will 
have  escaped  to  a  cool  shady  place. 

Chen  Mei  says  that  when  she  awoke 
this  morning  her  family  was  especially 
attentive  to  her.  Her  sister  brought  her 
water  for  bathing  and  helped  her  dress. 
Then  her  husband  and  two  of  his  friends 
came  to  her  house  in  a  car  they  hired  in 
nearby  Zhanjiang  city.  They  carried  her 
in  the  car  the  20  kilometers  to  her  new 
home  in  Long  Wan  Village  in  China’s 
Guangdong  Province.  Her  mother  and 
father  didn’t  make  the  journey  with  her 
and  won’t  be  attending  today’s  wedding 
feast.  It’s  a  tradition  for  the  woman’s 
parents  to  remain  at  home  for  their 
daughter’s  wedding,  Chen  Mei  says.  But 
three  days  later,  she  and  her  husband  will 
carry  a  live  chicken  and  cake  to  her 
parents  home  to  have  a  second  wedding 
feast. 

Last  night,  Chen  Mei  says,  her  mother 
took  her  aside  and  spoke  to  her  about 
marriage.  She  told  her  that  she  should 
obey  her  husband’s  parents  and  always 
try  hard  to  avoid  quarelling  with  others. 
"She  told  me  how  to  live  a  happy  life,"  she 


says. 

Although  today  is  the  day  of  the  mar¬ 
riage  feast,  Chen  says  that  she  and  her 
husband  actually  registered  the  marriage 
some  days  before.  They  went  to  a  govern- 
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Xu  Tan  and  his  wife  paid  for  their  son’s  wedding. 


ment  office  and  filled  out  the  required 
documents  to  make  the  marriage  legal. 
On  that  day  there  wasn’t  any  ceremony. 
Even  today  the  couple  won’t  be  exchang¬ 
ing  vows  as  is  customary  in  the  West. 
There  will  just  be  the  feast  and  the 
celebration.  To  marry  in  China,  a  girl 
must  be  at  least  20  years  old  and  the  boy 
at  least  22.  The  marriage  age  is  control¬ 
led  by  the  government  to  reduce  the 
number  of  child-bearing  years.  With  the 
world’s  largest  population,  China  pur¬ 
sues  a  number  of  strategies  to  control  its 
population.  Foremost  among  them  is  the 
government’s  one-child-per-family  birth 
control  policy,  which  is  sometimes  en¬ 
forced  with  the  help  of  forced  steriliza¬ 
tions  and  abortions. 

Before  the  couple  could  be  married 
they  had  to  go  to  the  local  government  to 
receive  official  certification  that  neither 
of  them  had  been  married  before.  They 
also  had  to  have  a  physical  examination 
at  the  hospital.  Only  then  was  the  mar¬ 
riage  license  issued.  Today’s  feast  will 
announce  to  everyone  gathered  that  the 
couple  has  actually  married. 

Overseeing  the  feast  is  the 
bridegroom’s  father,  Xu  Tan,  who 
helped  arrange  the  marriage  and  the 
feast.  He  sits  in  the  dimly-lit  room  where 
his  son  and  his  son’s  wife  will  live.  The 
room  contains  the  new  furniture  that  has 
been  purchased  for  them,  including  a 
new  bed  with  a  canopy,  a  dresser,  a 
couch,  and  two  chairs.  As  is  customary  in 
village  marriages,  the  girl  will  leave  her 
home  village  and  move  into  the  home  of 
her  husband’s  family.  The  villagers 
generally  marry  women  from  other  vil¬ 
lages  or  women  who  don’t  share  the  same 
last  name.  Most  of  the  people  in  Long 
Wan  have  the  same  family  name  -  Liang 
-  and  so  are  in  some  way  thought  to 
belong  to  the  same  family. 

Xu  says  it  was  his  friend  who  brought 
the  two  young  people  together.  After 
they  were  introduced  they  began  to  see 
each  other.  Not  long  after  that,  Xu  asked 
his  son  if  he  wished  to  marry  the  girl.  His 
son  said,  yes,  he  wanted  to  marry  her.  It 
was  up  to  his  son  to  decide,  says  Xu.  If  he 
hadn’t  wanted  to  marry  the  girl  that 
would  have  been  all  right  too;  he  says  he 


would  not  have  forced  him  to  marry  her. 
But  once  his  son  agreed  to  the  marriage, 
Xu  would  arrange  the  marriage  and 
decide  when  the  wedding  feast  would  be 
held. 

They  first  asked  a  psychic  from  a  near¬ 
by  village  to  help  them  choose  a  date. 
They  eventually  decided  on  June  8  (May 
11  according  to  the  lunar  calendar).  They 
had  also  sought  the  psychic’s  advice 
before  the  marriage  to  determine  if  the 
two  young  people  were  compatible.  The 
astrologer  determined  this  by  studying 
the  time  and  date  of  their  birth. 

Xu  says  about  300  people  have  been 
invited  to  the  wedding  feast.  And  while 


there  is  no  religious  ceremony  connected 
to  the  wedding,  Xu  suggests  he  will  send 
someone  to  the  village  temple  to  pray  for 
the  newly  married  couple.  Xu  says  the 
food  for  the  feast  will  cost  about  3,000 
yuan  and  estimates  that  the  entire  wed¬ 
ding  -  including  the  money  he  must  pay 
to  the  bride’s  parents  -  will  cost  a  total  of 
about  10,000  yuan.  To  pay  for  it  he  will 
use  savings  and  loans.  Everyone  who  has 
a  wedding  will  spend  a  substantial  sum  of 
money,  he  says.  Weddings  in  the  village 
now  are  becoming  more  and  more  ex¬ 
pensive. 

The  expense  of  a  wedding,  puts  added 
pressure  on  boys  wishing  to  marry.  A 
woman’s  parents  want  their  daughters  to 
marry  a  boy  whose  family  can  afford  a 
good  wedding  and  provide  good  living 
conditions  -  a  nice  house  and  a  suitable 
income.  Some  young  men  in  the  village 
have  difficulty  finding  wives  because 
their  families  are  too  poor. 

As  soon  as  the  guests  have  finished 
eating  a  dish,  a  new  one  is  placed  on  the 
table.  During  the  dinner,  the  bride  and 
groom  occasionally  leave  their  tables  to 


pass  out  candy  and  cigarettes  to  the 
guests.  With  the  sun  rising  higher  in  the 
sky  and  burning  more  fiercely,  the  guests 
gradually  drift  to  a  shady  place  in  the 
yard  or  move  into  the  house,  which  is  cool 
and  dark.  In  one  room,  the  bridegroom 
and  his  friends  have  begun  to  play  cards; 
in  another  Chen  Mei  and  her  friends  sit 
by  the  electric  fan,  quietly  talking.  One 
young  woman  even  sits  in  a  chair  drawing 
on  a  cigarette,  a  rare  sight  in  Guangdong 
Province. 

When  they  tire  of  talk  and  card  playing, 
the  wedding  guests,  who  have  all  brought 
money  or  a  gift  -  perhaps  a  quilt  or  some 
other  household  item  -  to  the  couple, 
gradually  drift  back  to  the  tables  in  the 
courtyard,  where  food  will  be  served  into 

the  night.  Throughout  the  day  everyone 
is  in  good  spirits,  including  Chen  Mei, 

who  says  that  today  her  only  hope  is  for 
a  good  future:  "I  just  want  to  have  a  better 
life;  I  want  to  have  better  food  to  eat  and 
better  clothes  to  wear." 

(This  is  last  story  in  a  five-part  series  on 
Long  Wan  Village  in  Guangdong  China.) 


Guests  eat  dinner  at  the  wedding  of  Xu  Guo  and  Chen  Mei  Ying. 


Firecrackers  at  the  wedding  feast 
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Rewards  of  a  Bicultural  Education 


by  An  ping  Shen 

In  America  it’s  not  easy  to 
forget  holidays,  especially  if  you 
have  a  child  in  public  school. 
Kids  will  bring  back  all  kinds  of 
school  projects  related  to  the 
various  holidays,  from  Martin 
Luther  King’s  birthday  to 
Thanksgiving  day.  (Thank  god 
religious  holidays  are  not  also 
observed  in  public  schools.) 
While  complaining  too  much 
about  holiday  observations  in 
the  schools,  I  still  remember 
vividly  how  happy  I  was  when  I 
first  received  a  handmade  gift 
from  my  son  for  Father’s  Day 
(my  wife  felt  the  same  way  when 
she  received  a  similar  gift  on 
Mother’s  Day).  As  with  the 
words  "I  love  you"  written  on 
them,  we  parents  never  seem  to 
tire  of  receiving  gifts  from  our 
children. 

My  son,  in  fact,  probably  has 
good  reasons  to  love  us.  Early 
last  December  he  completed  his 
"wish  list"  for  Santa  and  left  it  on 
his  desk.  (I  have  never  figured 
our  whether  it  was  meant  for  us, 
or  for  Santa,  or  was  just  an  ac¬ 
tivity  of  daydreams.)  There 
were  seven  or  eight  items  on  that 
list,  one  of  which  was  a  Ninten¬ 
do  game  deck.  He  had  been 
talking  about  this  game  for 
several  months.  One  night, 
looking  at  the  beautifully 
decorated  Christmas  tree  and 
the  colorful  flashing  lights  hang¬ 
ing  in  the  living  room,  I  heard 
him  say  to  himself:  "Just  like 
having  Christmas  everyday!" 

Well,  how  could  he  not  love 
Christmas?  For  one  thing,  he 
got  his  Nintendo.  Also,  he 
received  no  homework  for  his 
holiday. 

Now  that  Chinese  New  Year 
is  coming,  my  wife  and  I  are 
planning  to  make  this  holiday 
equally  memorable  for  him.  Of 
course,  not  only  for  fun  (though 
my  seven-year-old  son  would 
like  to  associate  fun  with  any 


holiday  celebration),  but  also 
for  his  education  in  Chinese  cul¬ 
ture. 

When  my  mother  writes  to 
me  now,  she  always  urges  me  to 
teach  Jason  -  my  son’s  English 
name  -  Chinese  language.  As  a 
college-educated  grandmother 
in  her  seventies,  she  surely  has 
reason  to  worry  about  the 
development  of  her  grandson’s 
Chinese  literacy.  Without 
Chinese  language  as  a  medium 
of  communication,  what  could 
bridge  the  wide  gap  between  my 
son  and  his  grandmother? 
Family  bonds?  It  hardly  works 
in  America.  I  suspect  too  that 
my  mother  must  have  already 
learned  of  this.  Nevertheless,  as 
an  educator  and,  probably,  a 
filial  son,  I  have  no  excuse  to 
ignore  professional  and  family 
expectations  for  my  son’s 
education.  And  I  mean  by  this  a 
good  education  in  both  cultures. 

"Easier  said  than  done." 
(Yes,  I  absolutely  agree.) 

In  regularly  reading  Chinese 
language  newspapers  or  any 
other  Chinese  community  pub¬ 
lication,  one  can’t  fail  to  come 
across  articles  commenting  on 
the  daunting  task  of  bringing  up 
Chinese-American  youngsters. 
And  given  the  extraordinary  ef- 
forts  made  by  Chinese- 
American  parents,  any  success 
in  this  respect  is  bound  to  bring 
them  tremendous  happiness 
and  pride. 

A  year  ago  I  came  across  a 
letter  written  by  a  Chinese- 
American  couple  in  a  local 
Chinese  community  publication 
(Greater  Boston  Chinese  Cul¬ 
tural  Association  Newsletter, 
Oct-Nov.,  1992,  p.  12).  In  this 
letter  the  couple  included  a  let¬ 
ter  they  received  from  their  son 
on  their  29th  wedding  anniver¬ 
sary.  The  letter  was  filled  with 
this  young  man’s  deep  apprecia¬ 
tion  of  his  parents’  sacrifice  in 
providing  him  with  an  excellent 


education.  He  ended  his  letter 
with  an  underlined  sentence:  "I 
love  you  both  very  much."  The 
couple  was  moved  to  tears  by 
this  letter.  They  were  so  happy 
to  have  this  filial  son.  After 
reading  this  letter,  I  often  wish, 
or  rather,  dream  that  some  day 
my  son  would  write  a  similar  let¬ 
ter  to  my  wife  and  me.  Better 
still,  this  letter  was  not  only 
signed  with  a  Chinese  signature, 
but  the  whole  letter  was  written 
in  Chinese.  Oh,  what  a  lovely 
Chinese  parent’s  American 
dream! 

A  hundred  years  ago,  many 
Chinese  people  sailed  across 
the  sea  to  seek  a  better 
livelihood  in  this  land  of  oppor¬ 
tunity.  Though  they  worked 
hard  and  against  all  odds,  and 
caused  no  trouble  to  others, 
they  were  still  maliciously  dis¬ 
criminated  against,  legally  as 

well  as  culturally.  "Chinaman’s 
chance"  means  no  chance  at  all. 
The  cardinal  "sin"  of  these 
Chinese  laborers  was  that  they 
were  "unassimilable"  and  "un- 
educable,"  as  they  were  reluc¬ 
tant  to  give  up  their  own  cultural 
beliefs  and  practices. 

Changes,  however,  have 
taken  place  since  those  early 
days.  American  society  was 
turned  upside  down  in  the  1960s 
and  1970s.  It  was  an  era  in  which 
human  rights  become  an  impor¬ 
tant  concern.  Those  social 
upheavals,  violent  or  non¬ 
violent,  struck  at  racial  and  eth¬ 
nic  prejudice.  It  was  in  this 
environment  that  Asian 

Americans,  mostly  with  Chinese 
cultural  roots,  suddenly  became 
ethnically  "favorable"  citizens. 
They  were  considered  a  "model 
minority."  From  "unassimilable 
Chinaman"  to  "model  minority," 
history  has  witnessed  a  tremen¬ 
dous  change.  But  there  is  still 
something  that  has  remained 
unchanged.  Both  are  labels. 
Both  are  stamped  on  you 


without  your  consent.  They 
equally  create  misunderstand¬ 
ings  with  others  and  disad¬ 
vantages  for  oneself. 

In  the  past  decade  or  so,  sig¬ 
nificant  social  progress  has  been 
made  in  the  acceptance  of  mul¬ 
ticultural  and  multiethnic  diver¬ 
sity  in  American  society. 
Minorities  have  had  their  voices 
heard  on  American  political 
platforms.  Chang-Lin  Tien, 
Chancellor  of  the  University  of 
California  at  Berkeley,  con¬ 
tends  that  America  should  be  "a 
bowl  of  salad,"  rather  than  a 
"melting  pot."  In  his  own  words: 
"In  a  complex  society,  there  are 
many  different  elements,  and 
we  should  view  this  as  a  unique 
opportunity  to  build  strength 
for  the  whole."  To  a  society,  this 
means  fostering  multicul- 
turalism.  To  an  individual  (in  a 
minority  group),  this  entails 
biculturalism. 

To  be  a  bicultural  person, 
one  has  to  be  open-minded  and 
appreciate  diversity.  While 
pushing  the  mainstream  society 
to  recognize  one’s  own  ethnic 
and  cultural  heritage,  one 
should  also  take  the  initiative  to 
step  out  of  one’s  own  cultural 
and  ethnic  bondage.  The  bicul¬ 
tural  education  process  can  be 
both  culturally  and  intellectual¬ 
ly  challenging,  yet  highly 
rewarding  to  individuals  as  well 
as  society. 

On  a  personal  level  I  have 
had  some  very  positive  ex¬ 
periences.  For  the  past  few 
years,  for  instance,  we  have 

been  trying  to  teach  our  son  the 
concept  of  mutual  respect,  par¬ 
ticularly  in  regard  to  privacy  and 
personal  property.  On  one  oc¬ 
casion,  as  I  was  hurrying  to  leave 
for  work,  I  could  not  find  my 
self-stick  note  pad.  I  took  such  a 
pad  from  my  son’s  desk,  and  was 
then  and  there  caught  "red- 
handed"  by  my  son.  "Dad,  how 
could  you  take  my  note  pad 


without  asking  for  my  permis¬ 
sion?"  he  bluntly  asked  me. 
(This  is  almost  exactly  the  same 
type  of  question  I  would  raise  to 
him  if  he  were  to  take  something 

from  my  study.)  Though  I  was 
just  about  ready  to  rush  out  of 
the  house,  I  decided  to  return  to 
my  son.  "I’m  sorry,"  I  said.  "I’m 
very  sorry.  I  couldn’t  find  my 
own  one."  "That’s  O.K.,  Dad,"  he 
answered  me.  Whew!  At  least 
he  did  not  say,  "Do  not  do  it  next 
time,  O.K.?" 

Losing  face  with  your  child  is 
hard  for  any  Chinese  parent. 
But  I  think  this  is  a  minimal 
price  we  have  to  pay  if  we  are 
serious  about  bicultural  educa¬ 
tion  for  ourselves  as  well  as  for 
our  children.  On  the  other  hand, 
with  the  changing  social,  cul¬ 
tural,  and  particularly  economic 
environment  worldwide,  we 
could  and  should  have  more 
confidence  and  pride  in  foster¬ 
ing  our  Chinese  cultural 
heritage  in  the  parenting 
process,  not  only  to  benefit  our 
children,  but  also  to  contribute 
to  the  well-being  of  society  as  a 
whole. 

For  the  past  few  years,  both 
my  wife  and  I  have  both  become 
very  involved  in  my  son’s 
Chinese  language  school  in 
Newton.  My  wife  has  become 
this  school’s  physical  education 
teacher,  while  I  have  been 
elected  its  vice  principal. 
Recently  we  have  helped  our 
son  recite  a  Chinese- language 
rhyme  so  that  he  will  be  able  to 
perform  it  at  our’s  school’s  an- 

nuaJ  Chinese  New  Year’s  party. 

We  are  also  thinking  of  taking 
our  son  to  Chinatown  in  Boston 
for  Chinese  New  Year,  hopeful¬ 
ly  to  instill  some  knowledge  of 
Chinese  culture  and  also  to  give 
him  the  chance  to  have  fun. 


SPECIAL  SECTION:  This  New  Year’s  edition  of  the  Sampan  includes  a  series  of  stories  about  the  journey  to  America.  They  are  told  by  the 
people  who  have  made  that  journey.  They  are  stories  about  strength,  perseverance,  patience,  and  hard  work.  Above  all,  they  are  stones  about  striving,  about  reaching 
beyond  self-doubt  and  uncertainty  to  discover  a  stronger  truer  self  never  thought  attainable  before.  We  hope  they  will  inspire  all  of  our  readers  in  the  year  ahead. 
Happy  New  Year  from  the  Sampan. 

Building  Confidence  in  a  New  World 


by  Ri  Wen  Ling 

I  was  born  in  a  poor  farmer’s 
family  in  China.  I  was  forced  to 
leave  middle  school  and  went 
out  to  work  to  support  my  family 
after  my  father  died.  I  was  17 
years  old  and  had  many  hopes 
and  dreams.  I  did  not,  however, 
succeed  in  making  money  or  in 
getting  a  good  job.  I  thought  it 
was  because  of  my  weak  educa¬ 
tional  background  and  because 
I  didn’t  know  anyone  in  power. 

The  corruption  in  Shenzhen, 
the  Chinese  city  where  I  used  to 
live,  is  never-ending.  I  had  seen 
much  unfairness,  with  promo¬ 
tions,  good  jobs  and  special 
benefits  arranged  "under  the 
table."  So  I  had  a  strong  desire 
to  leave  my  homeland  and  go  to 
America  -  the  symbol  of 
freedom,  technology  and  the 
modern  world.  People  want  to 
come  to  America  to  find  a  better 
life  and  new  experiences. 

I  eventually  had  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  come  to  the  United 
States.  I  married  my  husband, 
who  has  a  green  card.  I  felt  calm 
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the  day  I  boarded  the  airplane 
to  come  here.  I  was  neither  too 
excited  nor  too  happy.  I  knew 
that  the  rest  of  my  life  would  be 
very  hard  because  my  husband 
earns  little  money.  It  is  even  har¬ 
der  because  we  have  to  live  in  a 
totally  different  environment.  I 
was  mentally  prepared  for  the 
fact  that  coming  to  America  was 
going  to  be  a  struggle. 

My  daughter  and  I  arrived  in 


the  "ideal  land"  on  Feb.  1, 1993. 
We  settled  in  Chinatown  and 
shared  an  apartment  with  an  old 
Chinese  couple.  Everything  was 
new  to  us.  I  had  a  lot  of  "first 
times."  In  the  winter  it  was  freez¬ 
ing  cold  and  snow  fell  down, 
covering  everything.  It  was  the 
first  time  I  could  touch  and  feel 
snow.  I  didn’t  feel  cold;  I  felt  I 
could  almost  hear,  smell  and 
read  the  snow.  I  appreciated  its 
peacefulness. 

I  also  had  my  first  chance  to 
meet  and  communicate  with 
Americans,  and  my  first  chance 
to  make  a  phone  call  in  English. 
I  remember  how  the  first  time  I 
went  outside  I  lost  my  way.  It 
was  also  the  first  time  I  had  to 
read  telephone  bills  and  other 
documents  in  English.  I  felt  that 
my  English  was  so  inadequate. 

I  saw  people  of  different 
races  everywhere:  Black,  white, 
yellow.  I  saw  the  different  styles 
of  dressing  -  from  the  fancy  to 
the  conservative.  I  found  that 
most  people  were  polite.  They 
stood  in  line  to  wait  their  turn 


when  they  had  to  get  something 
done.  They  said  "excuse  me” 
whenever  they  accidentally 
brushed  against  me.  They  were 
friendly  to  me  and  helped  me 
when  I  asked  them  for  direc¬ 
tions. 

I  never  thought  I  would  be 
able  to  enter  college,  nor  did  I 
expect  to  win  the  Boston  Adult 
Literacy  Fund  Scholarship  in 
the  Adult  Basic  English  Pro¬ 
gram.  I  felt  important,  outstand¬ 
ing,  because  of  the  progress  I 
had  made  in  my  studies.  I  had 
never  felt  that  way  in  China.  In 
China  people  thought  I  was  slow 
thinking.  My  co-workers 
thought  I  was  not  sophisticated 
or  just  stupid.  People  looked 
down  on  me  and  my  family  be¬ 
cause  my  family  was  poor  and  I 
was  a  nobody. 

Things  are  changing  now.  I 
can  deal  with  people  more  com¬ 
fortably  now.  The  days  pass  by 
quickly.  I  have  been  living  in  the 
USA  for  about  10  months.  I 
hope  now  that  using  the 
knowledge  I’ve  gained  at  Action 


for  Boston  Community 
Development,  I  will  be  able  to 
find  a  job.  I  hope  too  that  my 
husband’s  dream  of  opening  a 
restaurant  will  soon  come  true. 

I  hope  that  my  daughter  will 
grow  up  quickly  and  enter  a 
good  school.  I  hope  we  can  earn 
enough  money  to  afford  living  in 
the  suburbs,  in  a  quiet,  neat, 
beautiful  environment.  I  hope 
we  will  have  not  just  family  hap¬ 
piness  but  also  a  high  standard 
of  living. 

I  am  happy  to  have  im¬ 
migrated  to  America  because 
only  by  doing  this  could  I  have 
had  a  different  experience  and 
have  tried  and  seen  new  things. 
Only  through  this  could  I  have 
built  up  my  confidence  through 
education  and  had  more  chal¬ 
lenges  and  met  different  people. 
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THAI  COMMUNITY 


An  Asian  Woman’s  American  Journey 


[This  article  was  drawn  from 
a  speech  given  April  22,  1993  at 
the  Third  Annual  Spring  Lunch¬ 
eon  Series  at  Simmons  College. 
The  series  is  entitled,  " Asian 
Women  of  Influence'.] 


By  Panit  Satyasai 

Last  week  marked  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  our  Thai  New  Year.  I 
would  like  to  take  this  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  wish  you  all  "Happy 
New  Year." 

It  is  a  privilege  to  speak  here. 
Being  here  has  a  special  mean¬ 
ing  to  me  and  Thai  people.  Thai 
people  have  known  Simmons 
College  well  and  for  a  long  time 
because  it  was  once  home  to  the 
Princess  Mother,  Praratchon- 
nee-Srisungwan,  the  mother  of 
the  present  King  of  Thailand. 
She  studied  nursing  here  some 
70  years  ago.  Our  tie  with  Sim¬ 
mons  goes  back  almost  as  long 
as  Simmons’  own  history. 

In  1967, 1  came  to  America  as 
a  student  on  a  Fulbright 
Scholarship  to  study  for  a 
Master’s  degree  in  the  Teaching 
of  English  as  a  Foreign  Lan¬ 
guage  at  the  University  of 
Northern  Iowa  in  Cedar  Falls, 
Iowa.  That  was  my  only  reason 
for  being  here.  I  never  planned 
to  live  in  this  country.  In  fact,  I 
told  my  father  that  I  would 
return  in  two  years.  That 
definitely  didn’t  happen. 

I  was  very  happy  to  come  to 
America.  At  the  time,  I  was 
teaching  freshman  and 
sophomore  English  at  the 
University  of  Fine  Arts  in 
Bangkok.  Coming  to  America 
meant  prestige  and  an  advanced 
degree  that  would  guarantee  a 
higher  salary  and  a  potentially 
successful  future.  It  also  en¬ 
hanced  my  chance  of  coming 
back  to  the  States  later  on  for  a 
doctoral  degree. 

When  I  first  arrived,  I  at¬ 
tended  a  one-month  orientation 
at  Michigan  State  University. 
Several  hundred  foreign  stu¬ 
dents  from  all  over  the  world 
and  with  different  types  of 
scholarships  were  present.  We 
studied  English  and  American 
culture  and  life.  We  spent  some 
time  with  our  host  families  and 
we  took  field  trips.  We  visited 
Detroit  where  the  racial  riots  of 
1967  had  taken  place.  Most 
foreign  students  were  critical  of 
America,  in  particular  of  its  role 
abroad  and  its  domestic  racial 
problems.  I  didn’t  quite  under¬ 
stand  these  issues.  Nor  did  the 
other  two  Thai  students  who  at¬ 
tended  the  same  orientation.  I 
had  been  very  insulated  in 
Thailand.  We  were  upder  mar¬ 
tial  law  for  25  years  and  it  was 
lifted  just  before  I  left  home.  I 
had  never  heard  of  the  Vietnam 
War  that  was  being  fought  next 
door  to  Thailand.  Worst  of  all,  I 
didn’t  even  know  that  American 
troops  were  being  stationed  on 
Thai  soil.  The  Thai  press 
reported  only  sensational  news. 
Censorship  was  a  way  of  life. 

I  enjoyed  the  orientation.  But 
it  was  also  the  first  time  that  I 
experienced  the  American 
stereotyping  of  Asian  women. 
To  learn  American  life  first 
hand,  foreign  students  were  as¬ 
signed  to  share  a  room  with  an 
American  student.  I  socialized 
more  with  another  Thai 
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student’s  roommate  because  my 
own  roommate  had  a  boyfriend. 
This  roommate  smoked  cigaret¬ 
tes  and  liked  to  put  her  feet  up 
on  her  desk.  We  smiled  or 
laughed  at  whatever  she  said. 
We  never  contradicted  her 
when  we  disagreed.  All  these 
behaviors  led  her  to  believe  that 
we  were  submissive.  We  recog¬ 
nized  her  attitude  and  wanted  to 
show  her  differently.  So,  one 
day,  she  opened  the  door,  and 
there  we  were,  smoking  with  our 
feet  up  on  the  desk.  She  almost 
died  of  a  heart  attack.  We 
wanted  to  show  her  that  we 
could  do  the  same  thing,  but  we 
didn’t,  because  putting  one’s 
feet  up  on  the  desk  is  considered 
rude  and  disrespectful.  Feet  are 
the  lowest  part  of  the  body,  for 
Thai  people  to  point  at  things 
with  their  feet  is  considered  in¬ 
sulting  and  unacceptable. 

At  the  orientation,  my  con¬ 
tacts  with  Americans  were  min¬ 
imal,  and  they  were  usually 
pleasant  because  I  was  their 
guest.  I  was  not  homesick. 
Everything  was  new  and  excit¬ 
ing  to  me  and  there  was  a  large 
number  of  Thai  students  at  the 
university. 

After  this  delightful  month, 
we  all  went  off  to  our  schools,  I 
to  Iowa  and  my  Thai  friend  to 
Ohio.  I  hadn’t  the  slightest  idea 
of  what  Iowa  was  like  and  con¬ 
trary  to  my  image  of  a  bustling 
American  city  with  skyscrapers, 
highways,  fast  cars,  and  flashy 
neon  lights,  I  found  myself  land¬ 
ing  in  the  com  fields.  I  still  didn’t 
believe  that  this  would  be  my 
school  for  the  next  two  years.  In 
Thailand,  all  the  universities 
were  in  Bangkok.  I  took  a  taxi  to 
my  school  which  was  in  another 
town.  I  remember  that  the  taxi 
ride  was  long  and  it  seemed  that 
we  were  riding  further  away 
from  town  and  deeper  into  a 
rural  area.  The  taxi  dropped  me 
off  at  my  dorm.  I  wanted  to  learn 
to  speak  English  fast  and  the 
only  way  to  do  it  was  to  live  and 
eat  with  American  students. 
This  was  an  undergraduate 
dorm.  There  were  no  graduate 
dorms  there. 

Graduating  from  a  top-notch 
university  in  Thailand  had  given 
me  confidence  that  I  would  have 
no  problem  studying  in  Iowa.  I 
didn’t  realize  that  I  wasn’t 
prepared  academically  or  so¬ 
cially.  I  didn’t  know  how  to  ‘pipe 
in’  during  my  first  seminar  class. 
How  could  I  participate  when  I 
couldn’t  even  speak  the  lan¬ 
guage?  Also,  in  Thailand,  class 
participation  was  never  em¬ 
phasized.  Learning  is  a  one-way 
street.  Students  absorb 
whatever  a  teacher  gives. 


My  first  semester  was  (mai 
sanuk)  no  fun.  I  was  very 
homesick.  I  could  not  communi¬ 
cate  well  and  I  was  totally  iso¬ 
lated  from  my  people  and  my 
culture.  I  was  the  only  Thai  in 
town.  Thai  people  love  puns  and 
jokes.  How  could  I  joke  when  I 
couldn’t  even  express  myself? 
Fortunately,  both  American 
and  foreign  students  were 
friendly  and  helpful.  American 
students  made  me  feel  like  I  was 
one  of  them.  I  would  go  home 
with  them  for  the  weekend  or 
eat  a  hamburger  at  McDonald’s 
with  them  when  we  didn’t  get  a 
dinner  on  Sundays.  Although 
my  English  wasn’t  that  great,  I 
learned  pretty  quick  how  to 
order  food.  "Same  for  me" 
worked  pretty  well,  and  I’m  still 
alive. 

By  living  and  eating  with 
Americans,  my  English  had  im¬ 
proved  significantly  in  one 
semester.  One  day,  while  look¬ 
ing  out  at  the  pouring  rain,  I 
wanted  to  impress  my  American 
friend.  I  said, "It’s  raining  dogs 
and  cats."  She  turned  to  me  and 
asked,  "Where  are  the  dogs  and 
cats?"  (How  many  people  here 
know  this  expression?  It’s  a 
British  phrase  meaning  it  rains 
heavily.)  What  I  learned  in 
Thailand  didn’t  seem  to  work 
here. 

There  were  about  20  interna¬ 
tional  students  at  the  university 
and  they  were  wonderful.  They 
kept  me  going  despite  hard 
times.  We  shared  our  happy  and 
difficult  moments  together. 
Most  importantly,  we  shared 
food  sent  from  home.  In  those 
days,  in  a  small  town  like  Cedar 
Falls,  foreign  food  was  unavail¬ 
able.  We  were  quite  surprised  to 
find  Japanese  soy  sauce  on  the 
supermarket  shelf.  We  often  got 
together  Friday  evenings  and 
cooked  meals  together.  We 
learned  about  each  other,  our 
food  and  our  cultures.  I  learned 
that  Indonesian  food  is  similar 
to  Thai  food,  that  not  all 
Filipinos  could  communicate  in 
their  native  language,  and  that 
the  Japanese  didn’t  all  come 
from  the  same  country,  Japan 
(some  came  from  Okinawa). 

Other  than  worry  about 
maintaining  good  grades  for 
continued  support  from  the 
scholarship,  life  was  generally 
good.  Townspeople  were 
friendly  and  genuine.  They 
would  stop  to  talk  to  me  in  the 
streets.  They  knew  Thailand 
and  I  was  never  once  mistaken 
for  Chinese  or  Japanese.  Those 
were  really  happy  days  for  me. 

"Life  is  full  of  surprises," 
Isabel  Allende  once  said.  While 
I  was  finishing  up  my  last 
semester,  my  boyfriend  came  to 
study  at  Harvard.  We  decided 
to  get  married  after  my  gradua¬ 
tion.  Boston  is  more  diverse 
than  Cedar  Falls  and  there  are 
more  Asians  here.  I  didn’t  think 
that  I  would  have  any  difficulty 
adjusting  or  getting  a  job.  I  soon 
realized  that  the  education  I  so 
valued  didn’t  match  the  job 
market,  and  that  I  was  simply 
one  of  ‘those’  Chinese  or 
Japanese  who  all  use 
chopsticks. 

I  found  a  job  at  UMass-Bos- 
ton  where  I  have  worked  ever 
since.  I  was  hired  as  a  librarian. 
I  have  had  a  hard  time  adjusting 
to  my  professional  life  here.  In 


Thailand,  I  would  be  with  the 
elites  and  I  wouldn’t  have  to  do 
clerical  work  such  as  typing. 
Responsibilities  in  Thailand 
were  clearly  divided  between 
persons  with  college  educations 
and  those  with  high  school 
educations.  Respect  also 
depends  on  your  level  of  educa¬ 
tion.  Although  I  have  advanced 
through  the  ranks,  I  find  it  dif¬ 
ficult  to  break  through  the  ‘glass 
ceiling.’  Americans  no  longer 
view  me  as  a  nice  little  foreign 
student.  To  them,  I’m  taking 
their  jobs  away.  I  am  never  con¬ 
sidered  for  management 
responsibilities.  These  respon¬ 
sibilities  are  usually  given  to 
Americans. 

Am  I  happy  working  here? 
No.  Part  of  my  unhappiness  is 
that  I  never  feel  fully  accepted. 
After  more  than  20  years,  some 
of  my  colleagues  still  think  that 
I  am  from  Taiwan.  They  claim 
that  they  like  Thai  food,  but  they 
really  can’t  tell  us  apart  from  the 
Taiwanese.  In  their  effort  to  be 
nice  to  me,  they  often  ask  me  if 
I  use  chopsticks.  When  I  say 
‘no,’  they  think  I’m  trying  to  be¬ 
come  westernized.  They  don’t 
know  that,  in  fact,  we  are  more 
barbarous  than  they  expect. 
Traditionally,  we  Thais  eat  with 
our  hands,  and  only  recently  did 
we  begin  using  a  fork  and  spoon 
as  a  result  of  contact  with  the 
West  in  about  1855. 

The  color  of  skin  really  dic¬ 
tates  your  life  here.  Gender  is 
the  next  indicator.  It  took  me  a 
long  time  to  understand  the  ra¬ 
cial  and  gender  issues  in  this 
country.  I  experience  dis¬ 
crimination  on  the  job  as  well  as 
in  looking  for  housing  because  I 
am  non-white  and  a  woman.  I 
have  a  hard  time  dealing  with 
these  issues,  particularly  the 
gender  one.  Women  in  Thailand 
are  independent  and  have 
worked  outside  the  home  for 
centuries.  They  are  given  the 
same  responsibilities  as  men. 
Women  run  businesses  and 
head  organizations.  In  fact,  a 
Chinese  visitor  to  Siam 
(Thailand’s  old  name)  during 
the  Ming  Dynasty  (from  the 
14th  to  the  17th  century)  ob¬ 
served  that,  "When  there  are  af¬ 
fairs  to  be  settled  (in  Siam)  they 
are  settled  by  women." 
American  women  do  not  have 
that  kind  of  equality.  They  are 
routinely  passed  up  for  promo¬ 
tions.  They  do  not  get  the  same 
pay  as  men,  despite  doing  the 
same  work.  Women  here  still 
have  a  distance  to  go  before  they 
get  the  same  recognition  en¬ 
joyed  for  centuries  by  Thai 
women. 

In  1976,  I  made  one  of  my 
biggest  decisions:  to  divorce  my 
husband  and  remain  in  the  US. 
My  daughter  was  only  6  years 
old  then.  Despite  the  inde¬ 
pendent  status  of  women  in 
Thai  society,  it  was  unconven¬ 
tional  for  a  woman  to  be 
divorced  and  living  on  her  own. 
I  also  wanted  to  avoid  the  stigma 
placed  on  me  by  my  divorce. 
Life  was  tough  after  my  divorce. 
Child  care  was  not  available. 
American  women  were  just 
liberated  and  starting  to  work 
outside  the  home.  There  was  no 
extended  family  like  in  Thailand 
where  elder  parents  could  look 
after  my  child  while  I  was  at 


work.  Life  was  hectic  for  me, 
trying  to  balance  family  and 
career.  I  wanted  the  best  educa¬ 
tion  possible  for  my  daughter. 
She  attended  Buckingham, 
Browne,  and  Nichols  School 
and  Columbia  College  where 
she  received  her  B.A.  My  job  at 
the  time  was  only  a  financial 
means  to  support  me  and  my 
daughter. 

While  my  daughter  was 
finishing  her  last  year  in  high 
school,  I  started  pursuing  my 
studies  for  a  Master’s  degree  in 
Library  and  Information 
Studies  at  the  University  of 
Rhode  Island,  and  I  completed 
it  in  1989.  To  advance  to  a 
higher  rank  at  UMass-Boston  is 
still  a  problem  despite  my  two 
Master’s  degrees,  my  service  to 
the  Boston  Library  Consortium, 
and  my  contributions  to  the 
community.  The  reason  for  the 
rejections:  I  had  shown  no 
leadership.  Perhaps  my  col¬ 
leagues  and  I  do  not  interpret 
‘leadership’  the  same  way.  For 
me,  leadership  is  taking  respon¬ 
sibility  and  initiating  projects. 
For  them,  it  is  bringing  a  tray  of 
baked  goods  into  the  office.  But 
I  have  never  played  the  game 
and  I  cannot  do  it  now  either. 
Now  that  my  daughter  has 
finished  college  and  I  have 
remarried,  I  am  freer  to  take 
risks  and  am  planning  changes 
in  my  career,  something  that  is 
possible  only  in  this  country. 

It  is  a  big  question  whether  I 
deserve  to  be  called  a  woman  of 
influence.  Perhaps  not.  In  look- 

ing  back  through  my  life ,  I  see 

myself  as  a  simple,  educated, 
Asian  woman  who  tries  to  sur¬ 
vive  in  a  society  totally  foreign  to 
me.  Through  this  survival  path, 

I  am  learning  about  who  I  am, 
where  I  stand  in  this  society,  and 
how  I  can  be  included  in  the 
system.  Rejections  for  promo¬ 
tions  time  after  time  indicate  my 
lack  of  clout.  I  have  no  support 
in  the  workplace  let  alone  in¬ 
fluence.  To  achieve  the  goal  of 
inclusion,  it  is  critical  that  we, 
Asian  Americans,  put  our  dif¬ 
ferences,  cultural  or  linguistic, 
aside  and  start  networking  and 
building  our  political  base.  I  am 
certainly  not  a  woman  of  broad 
influence.  But  in  my  small  way, 

I  try  to  influence  change.  I  try  to 
help  shape  future  Asian  women 
of  influence.  One  example  I 
mentioned  earlier  is  the  Asian 
American  Studies  Institute  at 
UMass-Boston.  It  is  the  first  of 
its  kind  on  the  East  Coast. 
Through  the  institute,  we  can 
begin  to  produce  Asian  women 
of  great  influence.  Women  who 
can  have  a  say  in  our  society. 
Women  who  will  be  included  in 
our  society. 

Thank  you  for  having  me 
here.  Best  of  luck  with  your 
studies  and  don’t  forget  to  have 
fun  like  Thai  people. 


Please  note:  Calendar  items 
are  accepted  up  to  Friday,  Feb. 
25,  1994  for  the  March  4,  1994 
edition. 
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CAMBODIAN  COMMUNITY 


A  Long  J ourney ;  a  Re-Imagined  Life 


by  Saly  Pin-Riebe 

"Life  is  amazing!"  I  told  myself 
while  sitting  in  a  comfortable  seat 
in  the  first  class  section  of  a 
Northwest  Airlines  flight.  It  was  the 
same  airline  on  which  I  traveled  to 
America  as  a  refugee  13  years 
before.  I  realized  there  was  a  dif¬ 
ference  between  the  person  I  am 
now  and  the  one  I  was  then.  This 
time  I  was  treated  with  such  cour¬ 
tesy.  I  felt  privileged  and  secure, 
like  a  real  guest  in  life.  I  have  come 
such  a  long  distance.  When  I  try  to 
describe  it,  it  feels  like  a  dream. 

Because  I  left  Cambodia  pain¬ 
fully  and  without  any  hope  of 
returning,  I  felt  proud  to  have  had 
the  privilege  and  opportunity  to  go 
back  to  assist  the  United  Nations 
peacekeeping  operation  with  the 
first  free  and  fair  election  in  the 
country’s  history. 

I  am  now  a  US  citizen.  But  back 
then  I  was  a  Cambodian  refugee 
who  decided  to  leave  my  country, 
my  dead  husband  and  my  surviving 
family  members.  I,  like  others,  had 
been  victimized  by  the  terrible 
Communist  Regime  in  Cambodia. 
The  reign  of  the  Khmer  Rouge  has 
been  called  a  holocaust,  because 
the  destruction  of  lives  and  proper¬ 
ty  was  so  great.  I  fled  the  country 
because  I  wanted  to  find  a  place 
where  I  could  find  safety  and 
security  for  my  only  daughter,  who 
is  now  19  years  old  and  a  student  at 


crimination  and  mistrust.  Because 
my  color  isn’t  white,  and  because 
my  speech  has  a  heavy  accent,  I 
have  sometimes  had  uncomfort¬ 
able  experiences.  To  some  extent 
my  experiences  have  depended  on 
whom  I  was  dealing  with.  Those 
people  who  have  no  heart  and  no 
experience  with  other  cultures  will 
not  try  to  understand  me;  they 
won’t  be  able  to  empathize  with  me, 
to  put  themselves  in  my  position 
and  feel  what  I  feel.  Some  people 
have  no  patience  to  deal  with  any¬ 
thing  the  least  bit  difficult.  For¬ 
tunately,  most  of  the  time,  I  am  with 
people  who  try  to  learn  and  who 
always  advocate  for  refugees  and 
immigrants.  We  have  learned  to 
share  our  beliefs;  we  mutually 
respect  each  other  and  from  that 
understanding  and  respect,  are 
able  to  support  one  another. 

There  have  been  moments  when 
I  have  found  myself  in  situations 
where  I  have  again  had  to  face 
prejudice.  My  way  of  dealing  with 
such  situations  is  to  remain  strong 
and  firm  for  peace  and  under¬ 


and  adjust  my  life  for  the  better. 
After  leaving  that  job  in  the  nursing 
home,  I  was  offered  a  position  as  a 
resettlement  worker  for  the 
refugee  program  at  the  Catholic 
Charitable  Bureau  of  Boston.  It 
was  actually  the  starting  point  for 
my  long-term  career.  At  first,  I  felt 
uneasy  accepting  so  much  respon¬ 
sibility.  I  asked  myself  how  I  could 
help  newly-arrived  refugees  when  I 
myself  still  felt  new  to  this  country. 
But  I  was  blessed.  Nancy  Robb,  the 
director  of  the  unit,  described  the 
job  to  me  in  such  a  way  that  I  felt 
my  own  experience  and  knowledge 
of  Cambodian  culture  and  the  pro¬ 
gram  could  whole-heartedly  and 
effectively  serve  the  needs  of 
refugees  and  immigrants,  A  sup¬ 
portive  human  services  environ¬ 
ment  and  the  understanding  of  the 
refugee  providers  gave  strength 
and  hope  to  both  me  and  my  clients. 
This  work  involves  empathy,  en¬ 
couragement  and  empowerment. 
Through  helping  others,  I  feel  a 
new  relief;  I  have  became  more  and 
more  involved  in  both  the  private 


Saly  Pin-Riebe  at  work  (above)  and  with  her  daughter  (above)  at  the  time 
they  came  to  the  US. 


standing.  My  habit  is  to  study  a  per-  and  public  sectors  with  assisting  my 
son  before  drawing  conclusions,  community  and  doing  it  with  con- 
Sometimes  I  must  simply  conclude 
that  a  particular  person  just  isn’t 
someone  who  will  share  or  learn 
from  others.  Sometimes  too  I  think 
that  change  comes  too  slowly, 


fidence. 

My  life  has  made  steady 
progress.  I  have  been  a  resettle¬ 
ment  worker,  a  medical  inter¬ 
preter,  a  case  worker,  a  mental 


though  most  of  the  time  people  join  health  worker,  and  an  advocate.  In 
us  in  standing  up  to  discrimination,  iater  years,  I  made  another  big 


Clark  University  in  Worcester.  I  people  nurtured  by  a  western  cul-  when  I  became  involved  in  the  field  especially  when  they  see  our  own  ieap:  i  went  back  to  school  and 
was  very  determined.  It  was  clear  to  ture,  I  felt  safe  and  comfortable  be-  of  refugee  services,  I  remembered  Patience  with  this  struggle.  I  find  graduated  from  the  Boston  Univer- 
me  that  I  would  have  to  risk  every-  having  in  this  way  as  I  tried  to  deal  my  own  experiences  and  used  them  to°  that  1  3111  stiU  learning  to  be  sity  School  of  Social  Work  in  May 
thing  for  security  and  freedom.  with  such  a  strange  environment.  I  to  help  improve  the  program  that  assertive  in  dealing  with  the  system.  1992.  i  obtained  formal  academic 
The  fear  of  a  possible  war  be-  remember  how  one  of  my  first  existed.  Talking  about  this  experience  credentials  in  this  country.  It’s  the 

tween  the  Vietnamese  troops  who  American  friends  tried  to  help  me  Although  memories  of  that  reminds  me  that  I  will  never  be  able  tool  that  equipped  me  to  go  back  to 
had  invaded  Cambodia  in  1979  and  find  a  job.  This  friend  pushed  me  to  period  may  still  be  painful  for  my  to  forget  the  insensitivity  and  lack  Cambodia  in  its  time  of  need. 
the  ousted  Khmer  Rouge  of  the  be  more  assertive.  If  I  didn’t  I  child,  her  experience  is  also  part  of  of  compassion  of  one  of  my  imme-  My  life  has  changed  in  other 
"Killing  Fields"  swept  through  the  would  miss  the  boat.  But  I  just  the  reality  of  the  refugee  ex-  diate  supervisors  at  my  first  job  as  ways  as  well.  When  we  came  here 
country.  I  told  myself  that  I  had  to  couldn’t  do  it.  "Can  you  do  the  job?"  perience  and  of  the  struggle  of  an  accounting  clerk/bookkeeper  in  there  were  just  two  of  us  -  my 
take  my  daughter  away  from  war  the  interviewer  asked  me.  "Maybe,  widows  to  build  a  new  life  for  their  a  non-profit  nursing  home.  She  was  daughter  and  I.  But  when  we 
and  starvation,  from  disease  and  Let’s  wait  and  see,"  I  replied,  with  children  here.  Rather  than  see  it  young  and  smart,  but  her  returned  to  Cambodia,  we  were  a 
death.  I  did  not  want  to  see  mv  child  hesitation.  Unfortunately,  I  did  negatively  I’d  like  to  think  that  the  knowledge  was  narrow  when  it  family  of  four:  my  daughter,  myself, 
die  like  so  many  others,  with  one  miss  the  boat.  My  friend  said  I  hardship  she  went  through  has  came  to  dealing  with  others.  She  and  my  new  son  and  husband.  It 
arm  in  the  crab  hole  and  another  missed  that  chance  because  I  ma(ie  her  strong  and  experienced,  showed  her  frustration  with  me  and  proves  that  we  are  domg  well.  My 
hung  over  the  dam  in  the  rice  field.  wasn>t  assertive  enough  to  say,  \  believe  she’U  try  to  see  it  as  a  my  accent,  with  my  eye  contact  and  story  is  proof  that  refugees  and  un- 
I  did  not  want  to  see  her  live  »Yes,  I  can  do  it.”  I  did  not  know  positive  experience  since  she  un-  with  other  differences  in  culture.  I  migrants  who  came  to  this  country 
through  forced  work  in  a  camp  with  bow  to  sell  myself.  God  knows,  for  derstands  how  much  I  love  her.  Al-  still  stayed  at  that  job  for  almost  two  do  not  have  to  be  seen  as  so  many 
her  stomach  blown  up  like  a  bal-  Cambodians,  this  answer  is  per-  though  leaving  her  at  home  alone  years  because  there  were  others  be-  problems.  Although  there  are  dif- 
loon  from  eating  wild  weeds  to  fectly  fine  and  acceptable.  We  was  wrong  in  terms  of  protection  side  her  who  were  good  and  who  Acuities  to  be  faced  in  the  begin- 
calm  her  hunger.  These  thoughts  hesitate  because  we  want  to  show  iawSj  the  people  who  provide  ser-  supported  me.  But  eventually  I  had  ning,  when  we  are  finding  our  way 

were  a  reaction  to  my  past  ex-  humility.  Our  success  will  speak  for  vices  for  refugees  should  be  flexible  had  enough.  I  decided  to  quit  and  and  adjusting  to  this  new  land,  we 

periences.  itself  later  and  somebody  will  talk  and  understanding  of  differences  swore  I  would  never  work  there  do  in  the  end  adjust  to  it;  we  do  start 

I  arrived  in  Boston  in  June  1981  about  it  for  us.  But  does  it  work  that  in  cultures.  Only  then  can  they  ef-  again,  even  though  the  company  to  put  together  our  lives  again  in 
after  moving  from  camp  to  camp  in  way  here?  fectively  help  Cambodian  refugees,  president  offered  me  a  good  raise,  this  land,  with  all  appreciation. 

Thailand  and  Indonesia.  In  looking  After  life  under  the  Khmer  Intergenerational  conflicts  are  Yet,  despite  these  experiences,  I  (Saly  Pin-Riebe  is  a  senior  service 

back  on  my  journey,  it  seems  as  ROUge,  my  self  esteem  was  very  another  result  of  the  refugee  ex-  still  feel  that  this  is  the  land  of  op-  advocate  with  the  Refugee  Assis- 
though  it  happened  yesterday.  I  still  iow.  jo  show  I  could  do  a  job  that  perience.  Torn  between  two  cul-  portunity.  I  know  that  if  I  don’t  feel  tance  Program  of  the  state  depart- 
remember  my  daughter  and  I  stum-  required  me  to  speak  English,  such  tures,  refugee  children  sometimes  comfortable  with  something,  I  can  ment  of  Mental  Health.) 
bling  off  the  plane  after  the  long  ^  working  as  a  teacher  or  inter-  feel  very  confused.  In  the  end,  change  my  situation:  I  can  move  on 
tiring  trip.  Although  we  ex-  preter  in  this  country,  was  extreme-  though,  they  will  make  their  own 
perienced  terrible  air  sickness,  it  }y  difficult  because  I  saw  myself  at  choices  based  on  their  own  com- 
was  offset  by  the  relief  and  excite-  the  time  as  inferior.  But  then  my  fort-level  and  desire.  While  they 
ment  we  felt  knowing  that  we  had  desire  to  learn  to  speak  English  may  resent  their  parent’s  "old- 
found  real  freedom.  But  our  well  became  very  strong.  I  pushed  fashioned”  ways,  parents  may  feel 
honeymoon  period  did  not  last  very  myself  to  study  English  night  and  uncomfortable  with  their  rapid  ad- 
long.  The  high  hopes  and  expecta-  day.  I  took  three  classes  a  day.  I  left  justment  to  the  new  culture.  It  may 
tions  soon  evaporated.  I  still  home  as  early  as  6  am  and  didn’t  raise  their  own  anxiety  level  and 
remember  the  confusion  and  fear  I  return  home  until  11  pm.  Can  you  anger  and  sometimes  can  damage 
felt  realizing  I  did  not  know  enough  imagine  I  left  my  daughter  home  the  relationship  between  the 
English.  Although  everything  was  without  an  adult  consistently  there  parent  and  child.  But  what  can  we 
okay  at  the  time,  my  anxiety  level  to  care  for  her.  I  did  not  even  know  do?  To  me,  Cambodian  children 
was  very  high.  that  I  had  violated  the  child  protec-  who  grow  up  in  this  country  need 

It  wasn’t  easy  being  in  a  new  Pon  laws  in  this  country  by  leaving  close  ties  and  good  communication 
environment  with  so  many  my  small  daughter  at  home  alone.  I  with  their  family.  I  always  found  it 
strangers  and  with  differences  in  did  not  even  know  that  I  should  best  to  communicate  with  my  child, 
culture,  systems  and  ways  of  look  for  some  kind  of  day  care  or  j  tried  to  anticipate  problems  and 
socializing  and  living  to  confront.  after-school  program  for  her  show  some  understanding  and 
Everything  was  a  struggle  for  my  either.  I  struggled  by  myself  and  flexibility.  I  wanted  to  give  her 
daughter  and  me.  Even  little  things,  finally  at  one  point  I  dropped  out  of  room  to  grow,  while  at  the  same 
such  as  answering  yes  or  no  ques-  school  when  I  realized  she  had  time  being  firm  about  what  I  could 
tions,  eye  contact,  and  gestures  been  mistreated  and  beaten  very  and  couldn’t  do.  I  won’t  be  too 
contributed  to  problems  and  con-  badly.  Fortunately,  my  child  has  upset  with  my  kid  if  she  says  that 
fusion.  But  the  feeling  of  being  free  grown  up  to  be  a  good  person.  "mom  is  old  fashioned."  I  will  edu- 
in  this  country  encouraged  me  to  be  j  Use  my  experiences  as  ex-  cate  her  about  those  "old  fashions" 
patient.  amples  to  show  that  lack  of  if  they  stand  for  something  good. 

Though  I  may  have  appeared  knowledge  and  understanding  Being  an  immigrant  in  this 
very  passive  and  submissive  to  leads  to  gaps  in  the  system.  Later,  country  I  have  faced  prejudice,  dis- 
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Early  Childhood  Services 

Our  exciting  &r  expanding  Early  Childhood  Services  program  is  seeking 
qualified  individuals  for  the  following  early  intervention  positions. 

•  OT/PT  •  Psychologists 

•  Nurses  •  Social  Workers 

•  Educators 

Full,  part  and  per  diem  positions  available  for  professionals  to  provide  outreach 
to  families  in  homes.  Knowledge  of  infant  and  child  development  required  for 
all  positions. 

Interpreters  -  Khmer  Interpreters  needed  one  day  per  week. 

To  apply,  please  forward  resumes  to:  L.  Bolognese,  530  Border  St., 

East  Boston,  MA  02128. 

Home  Based  Treatment 

FamMy  Pal  tnor  —  We  currently  have  a  full-time  position  for  an  individual 
to  work  with  families  in  their  homes  throughout  Revere,  Chelsea,  Winthrop  & 
Boston  providing  outreach,  support  and  crisis  intervention  services.  BA,  as  well  as 
bilingual  skills  (Spanish)  preferred.  Must  possess  experience  working  with  families 
and  children. 

To  apply,  please  forward  resumes  to:  Mary  Ann  Sasso,  301  Broadway, 
Chelsea,  MA  02150 

We  offer  competitive  salanes  &  benefits.  Equal  Opportunity  Employer. 

MONTH  SUFFOLK  MENTAL  HEALTH  ASSOCIATION _ 


A16 


Sampan 


Feb.  4, 1994 


Accountants  f7,| |  flip  Attorneys  \f  flip  Automobiles  i'Crl'-  Bakers  HjfMi  Banks  IHf/  Beauty  Salons  Churches 


ANNOUNCING  the  FIRST  ISSUE  of  the 

Asian  American  Yellow  Pages 

1994  New  England  Edition 


Printed  in  Chinese  and  English,  this  telephone  directory  is  dedicated  to  serving 
the  rising  population  of  Asian  Americans  in  New  England.  15,000  copies  of  this 
directory  will  be  distributed  FREE  to  Asian  Americans  at  convenient  locations 
throughout  New  England. 

It’s  simple,  convenient  and  low-cost  to  advertise 
in  the  Asian  American  Yellow  Pages.  Here's 
how  you  benefit: 

CUSTOMERS!  The  key  to  the  success  of  your  business  is  customers. 

You  can  get  as  many  as  15,000  new  customers  and  establish  a  NEW  customer 
base  for  as  little  as  S48  by  advertising  in  the  Asian  American  Yellow  Pages. 

SMART  INVESTMENT!  Asian  Americans  constitute  one  of  the  fastest 
growing  minority  groups  in  this  country.  Your  business  or  professional 
service  can  boom  with  the  GROWTH  in  the  Asian  American  population  by 
simply  advertising  in  the  Asian  American  Yellow  Pages. 

STAY  AHEAD!  Asian  Americans  need  the  same  products  and  services 
that  every  other  American  needs.  To  reach  them  before  your  competitors,  your 
advertisement  in  the  Asian  American  Yellow  Pages  can  DIRECT  these 
customers  to  you. 

LOW  COST!  Compare  our  prices  with  sending  a  direct  mail  piece  to 
15,000  households  at  $1  each,  it  would  cost  you  $15,000!  For  just  $48,  your 
business  can  be  listed  in  the  Asian  American  Yellow  Pages.  A  full  page 
advertisement  costs  only  $848  for  a  full  year!  Unlike  newspaper  ads,  bro¬ 
chures  or  circulars,  the  Asian  American  Yellow  Pages  sells  for  you  365  days  a 
year,  7  days  a  week,  24  hours  a  day.  You  get  tremendous  VALUE. 
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Request  for  Information 

_ Send  me  advertising  information 

_ Please  have  a  sales  representative  contact  me 


Mail  to:  Asian  Direct,  Inc. 
jllSisy:  P.O.  Box  811 

Sudbury,  MA  01776 

Company  Name  [4>WJ]: 

Contact  [Jgj&A]:  _ 

Address  f flfrfth]  :  _ 

City: 


Or  Fax  to: 


1-508-443-8818 


.  State  :- 


ACT  NOW! 


For  advertising  information 

Call  1-508-443-7888 


Phone  [ftiS]:  ( _ L 


Zip:_ 


Type  of  Business 


Happy  New  Year 
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CHINATOWN/SOUTH  COVE 
NEIGHBORHOOD  COUNCIL 


May  Chan 

William  Moy  (Co-Moderator) 

Jean  Lau  Chin 

Father  Hugh  O’Regan 

Lucy  Chin 

Mary  Soo  Hoo 

Richard  Chin 

* 

Hing  Soo  Hoo 

Rose  Chin 

Florence  Tow 

Vern  Chin 

Donald  Wong 

Joan  Cho-Sik 

Frank  Wong 

Richard  Lum 

Reggie  Wong 

Shirley  Lee 

Lim  Yong 

Jason  Cheung 

Ruth  Moy 

Agatha  Tong 
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By  Hoa  Mi  Trinh 

My  name  is  Hoa  Mi  and  I’m 
from  Vietnam.  I’ve  been  here 
about  three  years.  I  was  born  in 
1980. 1  hadn’t  seen  my  father  for 
10  years.  He  left  Vietnam  in 
1981,  when  I  was  about  a  year 
old.  My  mother  took  care  of  me 
for  nearly  10  years.  My  father 
went  by  boat.  It  was  not  only 
very  dangerous,  but  for  14  days 
he  didn’t  eat.  After  10  years  he 
sponsored  us  to  come  to 
America. 

I  came  to  America  when  I 
was  10.  When  I  came  to 
America  my  mother  and  I  were 
very  happy  to  see  my  father 
again.  I  still  have  my  family  in 


VIETNAMESE  COMMUNITY 


A  F amily  Together  Again 


Vietnam.  After  we  were  here  for 
about  one  month,  my 
grandmother  died.  I  missed  her 
very  much.  One  day  we  will  be 
going  to  visit  my  family  in  Viet¬ 
nam.  I  have  one  little  sister  who 
is  two  years  old.  She  was  born  in 
America  and  her  name  is  Susan. 
My  father  worked  in  a  printing 
company,  but  he  was  laid  off. 
My  mother  is  making  food  to 
sell  to  the  market  in  Chinatown. 
They  work  very  hard  to  take 
care  of  us.  We  love  them  very 
much. 


We  lived  in  Lynn  and  I  go  to 
Pickering  Junior  High  School. 
All  the  teachers  are  very  nice  to 
me.  I’m  trying  very  hard  in 
school  to  get  good  grades. 
There  are  many  activities  at 
Pickering.  I  joined  the  photog¬ 
raphy  group,  the  chorus,  the 
Monserrat  School  of  Art  pro¬ 
gram,  Designing  Women  pro¬ 
gram  sponsored  by  Girls  Inc. 
and  I  won  the  citywide  first  prize 
from  the  Lynn  Historical 
Commissioner’s  poster  contest. 


Hoa  Mi  Trinh  with  her  father  at  the  Wang  Center,  where 
her  photographs  were  exhibited  last  year. 


COMMUNITY 
MUSIC  CENTER 


34  Warren  Ave.,  Boston 
482-7494 
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EDUCATION 


ard  Work  and  a  High  School  Diploma 


Chi  Hing  Wong  is  a  deter¬ 
mined  student.  A  person’s  age, 
says  the  69-year-old  woman, 
should  never  stop  someone 
from  learning.  It  hasn’t  stopped 
her.  This  month  she  and  other 
Asian  American  Civic  Associa¬ 
tion  (AACA)  students  will 
graduate  from  the  Boston 
Public  School  External 
Diploma  Program. 

When  she  came  to  the 
United  States  from  Okinawa 
and  Hong  Kong  18  years  ago, 
Wong  knew  very  little  English. 
Since  then,  though,  she  has 
made  a  determined  effort  to  in¬ 
crease  her  knowledge  of  the  lan- 
guage  by  taking  courses 
whenever  possible  in  the  Boston 
area. 

"I  wanted  to  communicate 
with  my  grandchildren,"  says 
Wong,  explaining  what 
motivated  her  to  improve  her 
English  and  increase  her 
knowledge.  She  also  says  many 
people  in  her  family  are  well- 
educated  and  have  often  en¬ 
couraged  her  to  increase  her 
own  knowledge.  Her 
grandchildren  were  often  there 
to  encourage  her.  "They  taught 
me  how  to  learn,"  she  says. 

When  she  first  came  to  the 
United  States,  she  sometimes 
found  herself  afraid  to  leave 
home  alone.  "I  was  afraid  to  talk 
to  somebody,"  she  says.  At  first, 
her  grandchildren  would  help 
her  with  her  English  and  take 
her  around,  but  there  were 
times  when  she  had  to  go  out 
alone. 


>■** 


Students  and  teachers:  Seated,  from  left,  Elsa  Wong,  Chi  Hing  Wong,  Lisa  Wu 
and  counselor  Agnes  Lee.  Standing,  from  left,  teacher  Sara  Freed,  Teresa  Yeung 
and  program  coordinator  Anita  Hum.  


A  teacher  before  she  came  to 
the  United  States,  Wong 
worked  as  a  day  care  teacher 
after  she  arrived  in  Boston. 
With  a  high  school  di  ploma  in 
hand,  she  now  plans  to  attend 
college.  She  believes  that 
people  should  never  let  fear 
stop  them  from  seeking  out  new 
opportunities,  from  learning 
more  and  developing  new  skills. 

The  will  to  improve  herself  is 
what  also  led  Elsa  Wong  to  en¬ 
roll  in  the  External  Diploma 
Program.  Wong,  who  will  also 
graduate  from  the  program  this 
month,  came  from  Hong  Kong 
about  16  years  ago.  Because  she 
knew  just  "a  little  bit  of  English" 
when  she  arrived  in  the  US,  she 
took  a  six-month  training  course 
at  Action  For  Boston  Com¬ 
munity  Development  (ABCD). 


The  course  paid  off  and  she 
found  a  job  as  an  accounting 
clerk  at  a  local  bank. 

When  her  children  began  to 
get  a  little  older  she  decided  to 
improve  her  education  by  en¬ 
rolling  in  the  diploma  program. 
She  too  plans  to  continue  her 
education  at  a  local  college, 
where  she  wants  to  study  busi¬ 
ness  administration  or  account¬ 


ing. 


Part  of  what  motivated  her  to 
learn  was  her  children,  who  are 
in  the  5th  and  10th  grades  and 
sometimes  need  help  with  their 
school  work.  "It  starts  getting 
difficult  to  help  them  with  their 
homework,"  she  says.  Elsa 
Wong  also  wants  to  improve  her 
own  employment  position,  now 
that  she  feels  certain  her  family 
will  remain  in  the  U.S.  The  pro¬ 


gram, she  says,  was  "good  for  my 
job,  good  for  my  family." 

"When  I  came  to  the  United 
States  I  didn’t  know  anything," 
says  Teresa  Yeung,  another 
graduate  of  the  program.  Be¬ 
cause  of  her  limited  ability  to 
speak  English,  she  felt  in¬ 
timidated  by  the  outside  world. 
"I  didn’t  go  outside,"  she  says.  "I 
just  stayed  at  home." 

Yeung,  however,  realized 
that  this  was  now  her  home,  and 
so  decided  to  learn  as  much  as 
she  could.  "Because  I  live  here, 
I  think  I  need  to  learn  English 
and  help  my  son  and  teach  him 
English,"  she  says.  Now  she 
plans  to  attend  college  and 
eventually  "maybe  work  in  an  of¬ 
fice,  or  own  my  own  business." 
Like  the  other  students,  Yeung 
says  the  program  has  increased 
her  knowledge  and  confidence. 

Another  graduate,  Lisa  Wu, 
came  from  Toishan  in  China’s 
Guangdong  Province  nine  years 
ago.  She  worked  as  a  farmer  in 
China  and  didn’t  know  any 
English  when  she  arrived  here. 
"When  I  went  to  get  something 
in  the  store  or  anywhere,  I  didn’t 
know  how  to  speak  to  an 
American  or  a  person  who 
speaks  English,"  she  says  of  her 
early  days  here. 

While  working  as  a  stitcher  in 
a  garment  factory  in  Water- 
town,  she  took  an  English  class 
at  St.  Elizabeth’s  Hospital. 
Eventually  she  enrolled  in 
English  courses  at  Bunker  Hill 
Community  College  and  in  a 
training  program  in  Chinatown. 


She  eventually  found  a  data 
entry  job  in  an  investment  com¬ 
pany.  "I  wanted  to  get  a  high 
school  diploma  and  go  to  col¬ 
lege,"  she  says  of  her  next  step  to 
improve  herself. 

Anita  Hum,  AACA’s  Exter¬ 
nal  Diploma  Program  coor¬ 
dinator  and  teacher,  says  most 
of  the  students  don’t  have  high 
school  diplomas  from  their  own 
countries  or  else  have  one  but 
feel  it  hasn’t  value  here.  "Some¬ 
times  it’s  a  confidence  booster," 
she  says. 

The  program  includes  two 
phases.  The  first  phase  requires 
students  to  pass  a  series  of  tests. 
In  the  second,  students  study 
five  subjects  -  community 
resources,  consumer  aware¬ 
ness,  occupational  and  career 
awareness,  health,  and  govern¬ 
ment  and  society  -  four  days  a 
week  for  two  hours. 

"It  really  broadens  their 
world,"  says  Sara  Freed,  a  pro¬ 
gram  teacher,  who  explains  that 
students  must  sometimes  com¬ 
plete  projects  that  require  them 
to  go  out  into  the  city. 

"It  really  gets  them  out,"  she 
says.  "They  have  to  go  to  a  per¬ 
formance  and  write  about  it." 
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ASIAN  YOUTH 


Asian-American  Youth 


( The  following  article  was 
produced  by  members  of  the 
CAP  AY  Youth  Task  Force  with  as¬ 
sistance  from  Dr.  Peter  Kiang  of 
UMass  /Boston.) 


On  December  13th,  1993,  700 
Asian  Pacific  American  youth 
made  history  by  gathering  for  the 
first-ever  Conference  for  Asian 
Pacific  American  Youth 
(CAP AY)  at  the  Boston  Park  Plaza 
Hotel.  Feedback  and  evaluation 
forms  from  the  conference  docu¬ 
ment  the  strong  spirit  of  unity 
shared  by  nearly  everyone  who  par¬ 
ticipated.  Ideas  for  school-based 
follow-up  presentation,  a  regional 
network,  CAPAY  ’94,  and  other 
suggestions  to  build  on  the  con¬ 
ference  are  now  under  discussion. 
[Editor’s  note:  An  open  meeting 
for  Asian  Pacific  American  youth 
to  discuss  CAPAY  follow-up  goals 
and  priorities  is  planned  for  Sat., 
March  5,  1994,  from  1-5  p.m.  at 
UMass/Boston.  Contact  CAPAY 
at  727-7888  x  334  for  more  informa¬ 
tion.] 

In  some  ways,  however,  the  im¬ 
pact  of  the  conference  was  most 
profound  and  transformative  for 
those  who  organized  it.  The  follow¬ 
ing  are  reflections  by  some  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  CAPAY  Youth  Task 
Force  who  worked  collectively  and 
intensively  for  half  a  year  to  plan 
the  conference  as  interns  under  the 
supervision  of  Debbie  Tom  at  the 
Massachusetts  Office  of  Refugees 
and  Immigrants.  Their  commit¬ 
ment  to  learn,  share,  and  grow  with 
each  other,  despite  their  different 
ethnic,  linguistic,  generational,  and 


CAPAY  Conference  Organizers,  Dec.  13, 1993:  Back  row,  1-r:  Shanna  Lo,  Chan  tala 
Chanthasiri,  Lauren  Kwan,  Katy  Kwong,  Michele  Ott,  Jaime  Ramirez,  Joseph 
Wang,  Samantha  Dinh,  Ivan  Chan,  Debbie  Tom.  Front  row,  1-r  Isamu  Kanda, 
Tao  Nguyen,  Attla  Alam,  V  Ira  Douangmany,  Lisa  Chiu,  Vivian  Lee,  Mai  Du, 


just  being  on  paper.  It  really  is  a  Asian  Pacific  American  youth, 
process  -  brainstorming,  working  especially  when  they  are  experienc- 
with  people,  putting  it  on  paper,  ing  trying  or  difficult  times,  as  they 
trying  it  out,  implementing  it,  painstakingly  seek  out  comfort  and 
seeing  what  happens  -  that’s  some-  a  little  bit  of  understanding  after 
thing  really  cool  that  I  learned.  It  finding  out  that  their  needs  and 
was  kind  of  scary,  to  want  some-  concerns  remain  largely  unmet  or 
thing  to  work  out  so  much.  This  was  unheard  of  in  an  academic  or  com- 
the  first  big  event  that  I  had  a  real  munity  setting  which  renders  them 
impact  on.  It’s  so  easy  to  say,  "Oh,  insignificant  or  obsolete.  In  my  own 
things  will  never  change,"  so  easy  to  experience  as  a  high  school  stu- 
let  all  this  energy  inside  me  become  dent,  I  have  had  administrators  tell 
negative  energy.  But  it’s  a  lot  more  me  that  as  far  as  they  know,  Asian 
fun  trying  to  solve  things.  You  can  American  students  seem  to  be 
always  make  things  better.  doing  just  fine,  and  are  not  involved 

in  issues  like  racial  conflicts  or  ten- 
Amy  Park:  sions  with  other  students  that  war- 

It  was  really  important  for  me  to  rant  considerable  attention  or 
do  this.  I  realized  that  I  was  really  programming  with  an  allotment  of 
Asian.  I  found  people  I  could  relate  resources.  They  justify  their  claims 
to.  When  I  was  younger,  I  thought  I  by  citing  the  lack  of  complaints  and 
was  white.  But  CAPAY  showed  me  incident  reports.  Even  when  faced 


ChiaChiaLu.  photo  by  Ronnie  Hal  Nguyen/Alfred  T«m  that  I  was  really  Asian  American,  with  counter  arguments,  they  lie 

And  it  felt  good  that  I  was  doing  back  comfortably  and  state  that 


since  this  past  summer  while  I  was  I  learned  a  lot.  CAPAY  made  me  somet^ri8  about  it,  acknowledging  they  don’t  know,  and  refuse  to  offer 

working  on  the  conference,  more  active.  who  I  am  (It  also  helped  me  a  lot  to  any  commitment  or  plan  of  action. 

CAPAY  changed  my  life  forever,  think  about  this  while  I  was  writing  Accountability  is  all  that  stu- 

and  all  for  the  better.  Lisa  Chiu:  my  college  applications!).  I  hope  I  dents  want.  But  when  faced  with  an 

My  working  on  CAPAY  and  at  You  can’t  measure  all  the  things  can  continue  working  with  the  attitude  of  "you’re  blowing  it  out  of 

the  Asian  American  Resource  I  learned  from  working  on  Sroup  311(1  bave  ™ore  experiences  proportion"  or  "it’s  an  isolated  inci- 
Workshop  became  the  foundations  CAPAY.  It  taught  me  what  it  was  to  support  what  I’m  saying.  I  hope  dent",  students  need  to  draw  from 
of  how  I  came  to  seriously  think  and  like  to  deal  with  the  "real  world",  to  ^  cont*nue-  the  resources  and  support  which 

feel  about  myself  and  my  ethnicity,  deal  with  adults,  and  to  beg  for  Isamu  Kanda:  CAPAY  was  able  to  demonstrate, 

Never  before  had  I  been  exposed  to  money.  But  the  most  important  Although  I  was  not  with  the  con-  bi  order  to  make  a  difference  in 
the  social  or  political  issues  that  thing  I  learned,  goes  beyond  public  ^erence  task  f°rce  f°r  more  than  their  lives  and  change  the  environ- 
Asians  face  as  a  race  in  American  relation  skills.  I  learned  that  I  can’t  lbree  months,  both  the  preparation  ment  of  which  that  are  a  part, 
society.  Gradually,  as  I  began  to  know  it  Jill.  Before  working  on  the  ^d  the  conference  itself  had  avery 
learn  more  about  the  problems  that  conference,  I  thought  I  knew  it  all,  significant  impact  on  me.  Ivan  Chan: 

Asians  have  faced  and  what  we  I  thought  I  knew  everything  there  First  of  all,  the  fact  that  this  con-  After  several  months  working 

have  accomplished  in  this  country,  was  to  know  about  what  it  was  like  f^rence  was  the  first  of  its  kind  and  on  our  conference,  I  eagerly  shared 
I  came  to  realize,  for  the  first  time  to  be  an  Asian  American,  but  I  size  was  very  exciting.  With  600  stu-  my  experience  with  friends,  and 
in  my  life,  that  I  was  proud  to  be  didn’t  know  anything.  Before  work-  dents  in  one  building,  I  was  able  to  was  taken  aback  by  their  reactions: 
Asian,  and  that  for  as  long  as  I  live,  ing  on  the  conference  I  had  never  cpme  into  contact  with  others  in  "Why  complain  about  these  [is- 
...  ,  nothing  will  ever  change  the  way  met  or  even  talked  to  a  Southeast  sunilar  and  contrasting  situations,  sues]?  What  can  a  conference  do  to 

socioeconomic  backgrounds,  pro-  that  j  think  ^  feel  about  my  cul_  Asian  j  had  never  really  con_  I  thought  the  issues  and  topics  change  things?  Don’t  bother."  Prior 

vide  inspiration  and  direction  for  tUral  identity  as  an  Asian  and  espe-  sidered  the  Indian  subcontinent  as  discussed  at  this  conference  were  to  working  on  the  conference,  I  had 

all  of  us.  cially  as  a  Laotian.  I  also  promised  "Asian".  Meeting  people  from  all  a^so  verY  important,  especially  be-  developed  a  desire  and  vision  to 

myself  that  I  will  never  stop  work-  different  Asian  backgrounds  031186  diey  didn  t  necessarily  app  y  work  on  Asian  American  issues.  I 

Samantha  Dinh:  -  towards  helping  and  educating  showed  me  how  narrow-minded  I  to  Asians  alone-  Today’  where  see  these  issues  ad; 

Working  on  this  conference  has  fellow  Asians  or  ^  other  race  reall  ywas  it  made  me  realize  how  boundaries  between  separate  races  dressed  by  our  leaders,  and  I  didnt 

helped  me  to  learn  many  new  things  about  the  issues  that  we  all  face  different  we  are  I  think  it  was  fate,  310  becoming  less  and  less  defined  see  enough  action,  especially  by 
about  myself  which  I  never  really  together  or  individually  in  our  mul-  how  our  whole  group  got  together  a11  around  tbe  wor  d  \at  least  youth.  I  liked  the  conference  idea 
knew  before.  When  I  first  got  m-  ticultural  society.  I  am  no  longer  and  just  clicked.  It  didn’t  have  to  geographically),  people  will  quick-  because  it  would  serve  as  a  forum 
volved  with  the  coalition,  I  definite-  ignorant  of  my  cultural  and  ethnic  happen  the  way  that  it  did... we  ‘V have  to  learn  to  deal  with  some  of  where  youth  could  unite  open 
ly  knew  that  I  wanted  to  do  identity.  Now  I  know  that  we  must  could  have  never  gotten  along,  but tbe  same  issues  discussed  at  this  dialogue,  and  work  independently 
something  for  Asian  American  unite  and  help  educate  ourselves  as  we  did.  From  the  first  meeting  I  60  ereno°-  ....  toward  change.  Yet,  the  most  rm- 


youth,  but  I  was  not  sure  about  what  well  as  others  about  who  we  are,  as  knew  we  were  on  to  something.  It  I  myself  was  born  and  raised  in  portant  reason  I  took  part  in 

or  how.  Through  planning  and  or-  weU  as  where  we  came  from  and  was  our  combined  hope  and  ideas  thf  c0Ulltry’  and  befcause  a11  °fmy  CAPAY  takf  “e  back  t0  the  C0Q- 

roartp  „s  such  a  nowerful  relatlves  (outside  of  my  immediate  versation  I  had  with  my 


ganizing  the  conference  with  my  where  we  would  like  to  go  in  the  that  made  us  such  a  powerful 


friends. 


peers,  I  developed  in  many  more  future.  I  am  no  longer  silent;  I  am  group.  I  made  friends  who  will  last  famdy)  hve  “  JaPan’ 1  haV6°  t  had  They  chose  to  remain  inactive, 
ways  than  I  expected.  Most  impor-  str0ng  and  will  continue  to  be  so  for  a  lifetime,  if  not  in  reality,  at  least  in  to°  “ai?yL  cba“ces  of  &eltlllg  in.  sdent>  and  apathetic;  I  chose  to  be 
tantly,  I  realized  how  important  it  is  as  long  as  I  live.  my  thoughts.  CAPAY  taught  me  toucb  the  Japanese  side  of  proactive,  believing  that  preventing 

for  me  to  do  all  I  can  as  an  in-  chia  Chia  Lu:  how  powerful  the  Asian  com- myself- °f  “urse  ^  have  been  sub’  problems  before  they  occur  saves 

dividual  to  contribute  to  the  Asian  CAPAY  made  me  realize  many  munity  could  be  and  how  powerful  jected  to  Jokes  311(1  stereotypes  on  time,  money,  effort,  and  even  hopes 
American  community.  I  was  most  le  care  about  OUr  community  I  as  an  Asian  American  woman  °u“er°us  occasions,  but  these  and  lives  Asian  Americans  have 
surprised  to  discover  that  there  are  £^fmany  people  realize  the  could  be.  I  became  "empowered"  -  don  1  “e  very  much  bemuse  much  to  do  before  they  can  con- 1 

so  many  Asian  Americans  -  youth  probiems  jn  Dur  community.  I  full  of  hope  and  optimism.  It  tb?y  001116  irom  oulsld6’  Yet  with  t„bute  freely  to  this  nation.  It  will 
and  adults  -  who  are  really  com-  learned  a  iot  from  the  Youth  Task  boosted  me  and  made  me  see  the  this  conference,  with  its  various  require  a  lot  of  heart  and  patience 
mitted  to  a  common  goal.  In  a  Force  members.  They  broke  many  need  to  be  more  active.  It  instilled  workshops  and  discussions,  1  really  before  our  contributions  are  ap- 
society  where  the  Asian  American  stereotypes  that  I  had  in  mind,  such  confidence,  and  gave  me  a  voice.  I  sfarted  to  th[rc  ab°ut  thaf  oth6r  predated  and  before  we  as  in¬ 
population  is  constantly  growing,  Pakistani  walking  barefooted  or  always  think  of  what  would  have  Slde  0ltmyse“  which,  previous  to  dividuals,  and  as  Americans,  are 
we  must  make  sure  that  the  Asian  women  having  no  rights  and  hus-  happened  to  me  had  I  never  tbls  P°int’  1  hadn  t  given  serious  respected  and  trusted. 

American  community  is  repre-  bands  beating  their  wives,  etc.  But  worked  on  CAPAY.  I  am  grateful  \o^«k^deeper  .  ^°’  t0  M  y°U  .vW“aries  old 

sented  and  respected;  this  con-  then  {  met  Attia  Y  never  heard  of  that  I  was  exposed  to  these  issues,  ^  bd^dXwXh^  there’ us  a  ring  if  you  need 

ference  was  a  major  stepping  stone  Cambodia^  Uos  ctc  ^  [  oever  bull  know  it  was  not  just  pure  luck.  ““  ”^e“.  “  ^  some  help  or  want  to  get  involved, 

tn  accomplishing  our  goals.  thought  the  people  there  were  Something  out  there  knew  that  this  , Keep  a  positive  attitude.  I  know  you 

h  was  fated  to  happen  to  me.  as  a  Japanese  American.  can  do  it.  Together,  I  know  we  can 

do  it  and  do  it  well! 

Attia  Alam-  Joseph  Wang:  - 

Organization  and  leadership  - 1  Workil«  at  CAPAY  has  Pvcn 


...  Asians.  But  then  I  met  Sarouem 

Chantala  Chanthasm:  and  Chan  and  Vira  and  Chantala. 

Before  my  involvement  with  Pve  ajways  thought  Japanese 
CAPAY,  I  was  always  surrounded  they  are  the  best  and  don’t 


by  non- Asians.  Most  of  the  friends  about  otber  Asians.  But  Isamu  discovered  new  ways  to  think  about  .  ,  Q  opened  up  to  Asian 

that  I  had  in  or  out  of  school  were  showed  me  that  be  cares  in  a  lot  of  these  qualities.  There  were  so  many  knew  existed. 

Caucasians  because  of  the  type  of  ways  Many  people  broke  my  people  I  felt  really  close  to,  good  ■  d  f  th  ’ 

ST^S^d.oo^r^  stereotypes  and  I’m  glad.  friends,  tdluying  to  accom^ .the  , 

I  was  never  exposed  to  other  Asians  j  never  thought  so  many  people  same  goal,  but  in  such  different  |  CApAy  has  given  me  a  goal 

would  come  to  the  conference.  So  ways.  We  had  a  lot  of  conflicting  that  j  ^  work  for  _  unity  within  the 

many  were  interested  and  even  ideas,  yet  we  were  good  friends.  I  eomma^9t  and  good  rela- 

Black  people  were  looking  forward  learned  how  to  be  more  open  and  ^  ^  Qther  ^  ^  k  was 

to  our  action.  That  means  a  lot  be-  democratic.  It  was  also  frustrating.  ,  ,  ,  rAPAY 

cause  after  we  all  unite,  we  can  I  don’t  know  how  many  people  ac-  X.r 


Boston  University 
Sclmol  of  Medicine 
General  Clinical  Research  Center 


Unit  Coordinator 


besides  the  two  or  three  Asian  girls 
who  also  attended  my  high  school. 
I  did  not  even  associate  with  my 
relatives  because  they  lived  so  far 
away  from  me.  The  environment 


that  I  grew  up  in  was  not  diverse  at  unite  wilb  other  minorities.  I’m  tually  felt  inspired.  I  had  ideas  in  te  ,  PP°  ’  ^ 

all.  The  only  ties  that  I  had  with  my  nowmore  aware  of  problems  in  our  my  head  for  what  I  wanted,  how  I  eac 
Asian  heritage  were  my  parents  rrtn1iniinify  ^  how  they  relate,  wanted  the  impact  to  be  for  others. 


who  thankfully  helped  me  preserve  Peopie  jobl  gangs  not  because  they  On  paper  it  looked  so  easy,  but  it 
the  culture  and  religion  that  1  nave  wan(  tQ  ^  coo^  but  because  they  wasn’t!  I  learned  how  hard  it  is  to 


come  to  accept  ever  so  happily  bad  problems  at  home  and  school,  make  something  happen  beyond 


Vira  Douangmany: 

I  think  CAPAY  was  successful 
in  counteracting  feelings  of  isola¬ 
tion  and  helplessness  in  some 


The  clinical  research  center  is  an  NIH-funded 
program  providing  a  location  for  physicians  to 
do  medical  research.  We  are  moving  to  a  new 
facility.  Come  join  otir  team. 

A  full  time  position  is  immediately  available 
for  a  creative,  self-directed  Unit  Gxrrdinator. 
You  will  be  responsible  for  admitting  and 
scheduling  patients,  maintaining  census  data 
and  protocol  files,  and  typing  medical  and 
research  materials.  Qualifications  include:  High 
School  diploma  or  GED,  and  computer 
literacy.  Two  to  three  years  of  W'ork  experience 
helpful.  Associate’s  degree  a  plus. 

Send  resume  to  Office  of  Personnel,  Code 
CRC,  Boston  University  Medical  Campas, 
80  E.  Concord  St.,  Boston,  MA  02118. 
AA/EOE. 
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NEWMAN  PREPARATORY  SCHOOL 


offers 

ENGLISH  AS  A  SECOND  LANGUAGE 

*  small  classess 

*  daily  language  laboratory  under  teacher  supervision. 

and 

COLLEGE  PREPARATORY  STUDY 

*  complete  high  school  curriculum 

*  personalized  program 

*  disciplined  atmosphere 

*  guidance  department  to  help  in  college  choice 
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NEWMAN  PREPARATORY  SCHOOL 
(Co-educational) 

245  Marlborough  St. 

(between  Fairfield  &  Exeter  Sts.) 
Boston,  MA  02116 

267-7070  267-4530 


SUN  SUN  CO.  ,  INC 


IMPORTERS 

RESTAURANT  SUPPLIES 
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Store  Hour:  9:00  AM  to  7:30  PM 
ONE  HOUR  FREE  PARKING  AT  NEXT  DOOR 
BRADFORD  AUTO  PARK  WITH  $35.00  PURCHASE 


TEL:  (617)426-6494 

18-20  OXFORD  STREET,  BOSTON,  MA  02111 


HAPPY  NEW  YEAR 

KAPLAN,  O’SULLIVAN  &  FRIEDMAN 

Counselors  At  Law 

Practice  concentrated  in: 

All  matters  relating  to  immigration 
law  including  the  Immigration  Act  of 
1990. 

•  INVESTORS 

•  QUOTAS  FOR  HONG  KONG 

•  LABOR  CERTIFICATION 

•  TEMPORARY  WORK  VISA 

•  DEPORTATION  DEFENSE 

•  citizenship  1 1 4  state  Street,  Suite  300 

•  political  asylum  Boston,  MA  02 1 09 

Tel:  (617)  523-3049  Tel:  I617)  523-3049 


Harvey  Kaplan 
Maureen  O'Sullivan 
Jeremiah  Friedman 
Attorneys 
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BEST  WISHES  FOR  A 
HAPPY  AND  PEACEFUL 
NEW  YEAR 


New  England  Medical  Center 


Serving  the  neighborhood  for  almost  200  years. 


New  England  Medical  Center 

The  principal  teaching  hospital  for 
Tufts  University  School  of  Medicine 

750  Washington  Street 
Boston,  Massachusetts  021 1 1 
Telephone  (617)  956-5000 


©  1995  The  Prudential  Insurance  Company  of  America 
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ThePrudential 


80  BOYLSTON  STREET, 
SUITE  102 

BOSTON,  MA  02 1 16-4802 
Office:  617-3384)220 
Fax:  617-426-6550 
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HONOLULU 

RESTAURANT 


WDSO'BORO  -  Rte.  9 
366-1717 

CHINESE  *  POLYNESIAN 
&  AMERICAN  DISHES 


NORWOOD  -  Route  1 
769-1350 

‘Entertainment,  Dancing 
Thursday- Friday- Saturday 


ExoUc.  9ftEawt  Vtieb 


JCuitchm  Spmab 


Take  Out  Otdm 
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HAPPY  MEW  YEAR 
FROM  YOUR  FRIENDS  AT 

WBZ 

RADIO  AND 
TELEVISION 


M  &  J  Trading  Co.,  Inc. 


460  ALBANY  STREET 
BOSTON,  MA  02118 

Tel:  (617)  292-9525 


BayBank  4«3r«Wfll»  : 
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tf)/”  o  t  »  o  »  #/l  rttf  $  2.50  °  n*P*T 
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S  °  BayBank  Neighborhood  Home  Buyers  Program™ 
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BayBank * 

Member  FDIC  Equd  Opportunity  Lender 


BOSTON  HUMAN  RIGHTS  COMMISSION 
Bigotry  and  Harrassment: 

It's  Against  the  Law! 

One  City  Hall  Plaza,  room  716,  Boston,  MA  02201 
Phone:  (617)635-3562 


JOSEPH  T.  CEFALO  MEMORIAL 
COMPLEX 

246  WEST  WYOMING  AVENUE,  MELROSE,  MA  02176 
(617)  662-0223 
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g  MAY  THE  NEW  YEAR  BRING  YOU  g 

JOY  AND  LUCK  g 
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□  North  End  Fabrics  D 

□  31  Harrison  Avenue  Tel:  542-2763  o 

Boston,  MA  02111  426-2116  □ 
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HAPPY  CHINESE  NEW  YEAR 
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Thomas  Bowe,  C.P.A.  P.C 

Certified  Public  Accountant 

Restaurant  Accounting 
Taxes 

A.&&& 

mtmiRm 


1372  Hancock  Street,  Suite  202,  Quincy  MA  02169 
TEL:  (617)  770-4900 


Happy 
New  Year 
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205  Tremont  street,  Boston,  MA  02116  (617)  695-5230 

Member  FDIC 


WING  WAH  VIDEO 

66  HARRISON  AVE.  BOSTON,  MA  02111 
TEL:  (617)  542-7903  357-5108 

;M$W']E#A  +  At 


NI  LUN  WELFARE 
ASSOCIATION 


55  Harvard  Street 
Boston,  MA  02111 
Tel:  (617)  338-9526 


A  PEACEFUL  AND 
PROSPEROUS  NEW  YEAR 


Teresa  M.  Tse,  d.M.d. 


80  Boylston  Street 
Suite  306 

Boston,  MA  02116 
TEL:  (617)  482-8550 


Happy  Chinese  New  Year! 


Boston.  Springfield,  Providence,  New  Haven  and  Philadelphia 

Developing,  financing  and  managing 
affordable  housing  and  commercial  properties 

Massachusetts 


Family  Rentals 
Boston,  MA 

Franklin  Park  Apts...617^45-8643 
South  End  Apt...617-267-1347 
Tent  City...617-267-8195 
Urban  Edge...617-522-5515 
Holyoke,  MA 

So.  Holyoke.. .4 13-534-0955 

Lexington,  MA 

Franklin  Sch.  Apts...617-863-1810 

Lowell,  MA 

Peny  St...508-688^t728 

Mashpee,  MA 

Mashpce  Village...508-477-2000 

New  Bedford 

The  Touraine.. .508-997-8275 

Salem,  MA 

Salem  Harbor.,.508-745-4961 
Stow,  MA 

Pilot  Grove.,.508-897-0313 
Worcester,  MA 
The  Aurora.,.508-754-5339 
Plumley  Village.. .508-757-3801 

Cooperatives 
Boston,  MA 

Roxbury  Corners...617-442-1557 

Lawrence,  MA 

Heritage  Common. ..508-688-4728 

Salem,  MA 

Salem  Point.. .508-745-4961 


Elderly/Handicapped/Disabled 

Rentals 


Boston,  MA 

Back  of  the  HiU..617-232-7606 
Casa  Maria...617-367-2667 
Woodbourne... 617-522-9022 
Gloucester,  MA 

Central  Grammar.. .508-281-3010 
Littleton,  MA 
Mill  Pond.,.508-486-9719 
Lynn,  MA 

St.Stephen’s  Tower...617-593-1080 
Southampton,  MA 

Southampton  Meadows.. .413-527-9855 
Stow,  MA 

Plantation  Apts.. .508-897-4404 
Uxbridge/Millville,  MA 
Crown  &  Eagle.. .508-278-3535 
West  Roxbury,  MA 
Cheritan  Grove. ..617-325-1913 
Easthampton,  MA 
College  Highway...413-527-6337 


Commercial 
Boston,  MA 

95  Berkeley  St...617-695-9595 
434  Mass.  Ave...617-695-9595 
Cambridge,  MA 
432  Columbia. ..617-695-9595 


The  Community  Builders  will  manage  Oak  Terrace,  Boston  Chinatown’s  new 
rental  community,  currently  under  construction.  Watch  for  application 
information  in  the  summer  of  1994. 
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O  Met  Life 

fcftftft;MB#r*+£«fc  4oi  $ 
tS  :  (  617)  451-0912  #■*  (  617 )  764-4417 


NOW  HIRING 

Metlifc,  a  national  insurance  and  financial  services  firm,  is 
planning  to  add  three  individuals  to  specialized  in  business 
&  personal  financial  services.  Person  selected  could  expect 
3-1/2  yrs.  formal  training  &  development  administered  by  a 
professional  staff.  Complete  fringe  benefits  and  income 
between  $40K  &  75K  during  training,  based  on  commission 
and  training  bonus.  Virtually  unlimited  thereafter. 
Applicants  should  have  background  in  business,  education  or 
sales  and  be  a  hard  worker.  To  arrange  a  confidential 
interview.  Please  call  Mr.  Sam  Wong  at  (617)  451-0912  or 
send  resume  to: 

Jenny  Yu 
Metropolitan  Life 
65  Harrison  Ave.  Km.  401 
Boston  MA  02111 

Equal  Opportunity  Employer 
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ORIENTAL  FASHIONS, 
IMPORTED  GIFTS,  BOOKS  A  MAGAZINES 
RUNG  FU  &  KARATE  EQUIPMENT, 


OPEN  7  DAYS 
10*0  AM  TO  8*0  PM 


SILKY  WAY  /  CHINESE  AMERICAN  CO,  INC. 

44  KNEELAND  STREET,  BOSTON.  MASS.  02111 
TEL:  (617)  461-6719  FAX  (817)  461-2318 
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WEDDING 
DEICTDGDADDy 
VIDEO  DIPODL'C  I  ION 
TEL:  277-6033 


ELDERLY  HOUSING 

Professionally  landscaped  1  &  2-bedroom  apt. 
Privately  owned  housing  for  people  with  fixed 
incomes.  Special  features  include,  off-street 
parking,  closed  circuit  TV,  intercom  system, 
recreation  room,  on-going  resident  functions, 
and  air-conditioning.  Conviniently  located  to 
shopping  and  transportation.  For  more  info, 
or  a  personal  tour,  call  Cheryl  at  617— 
592-1246.  TDD#  1-800-545-1833  x  131 


Chestnut  Gardens  Apartments 
Lynn,  MA 

An  MB  Residential  Community 


BELLINGHAM  AND  UPTON 

We  are  currently  accepting  applications  for  a  minority  waiting  list  for  1 , 
2,  3  and  4  bedroom  apartments.  MHFA  (13A)  low  and  moderate  in¬ 
come  development.  Wall  to  wall  carpeting,  heat  and  hot  water  includ¬ 
ed.  Some  balconies  and  dishwashers.  Call  508-966-2460 
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Happy  Chinese  New  Year 


Dr.  William  B.  Chan 


Pedodontist 

and 


Dr.  Terry  L.  N.  Chin 

Optometrist 

Eye  Exams,  Contact  Lenses,  Glasses 


98  Tyler  Street,  Boston,  MA  02111 
Tel:  423-9079 
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PAUL  G.F.  WONG 

Attorney  At  Law 
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MAY  THE  NEW  YEAR 
BRING  YOU 

JOY  AND  LUCK 


Alan,  Vinny,  Joe,  Peter,  Jody, 
Jack,  Vincent,  Newman,  Wing, 
Dennis,  Tracy,  Helen  &  Kathy 


94 


ft  &  a 


tj.' 


m 

f 

+ 

££ 

if 

9 

g 

% 

£ 

s 

m 

A 

S 

9 

m 

* 

M 

g 

a 

n 

I 

65 

If 

& 

& 

9 

ft 

A 

SI 

f 

¥ 

•a* 

& 

ft 

$ 

m 

ife 

A 

A 

st 

B 

h 

n 

» 

g 

at 

g 

'L' 

A 

g 

m 

B 

m 

A 

A 

<4 

& 

£ 

g 

0g 

s 

s 

m 

g 

g 

m 

« 

9 

m 

« 

• 

a* 

s 

& 

m 

* 

M 

m 

& 

it 

m 

a 

a 

3 

9 

ft 

% 

& 

g 

g 

fa 

ft 

H 

± 

A 

ft 

8 

65 

# 

g 

& 

* 

ft 

A 

65 

A 

SI 

9 

s 

IS 

» 

3J5 

A 

ra 

& 

R 

R> 

It 

& 

tt 

ug 

m 

& 

9 

a 

3® 

m 

M 

g 

o 

s 

£ 

g 

A 

65 

O 

9 

£ 

& 

± 

9 

ft 

A 

g 

B 

1* 

0 

« 

A 

A 

A 

? 

39 

— 

ft 

» 

ft 

R 

ft 

65 

ft 

■— 

0g 

+ 

$  g 

* 

g 

IS 

ft 

8 

8 

8 

65 

8 

g 

If 

o 

a* 

¥ 

8 

» 

2  ft 

gi 

A 

9 

65 

a 

> 

9 

R 

Jj 

8 

8 

4b 

a 

65 

O 

/L 

9 

9 

« 

9 

IS 

m 

0g  « 

>  ft 

65 

S 

« 

H 

8 

ff 

t£ 

g 

65 

9 

8 

* 

© 

8 

SI 

ft 

a 

A 

7L 

• 

• 

«€ 

T 

m 

58t 

8 

8 

« 

9 

8 

# 

e 

K 

6 

ft 

& 

& 

ifc 

g 

T 

8 

8 

ft 

—i 

9 

& 

o 

ft 

£ 

8 

g 

& 

* 

ft 

* 

& 

% 

a 

8 

9 

— 

8 

8 

A 

8 

53 

g 

g 

m 

3 

9 

9 

o 

« 

9 

8 

9 

IS 

A 

65 

a 

ff 

8 

£T 

9 

g 

SE 

n 

? 

x 

A 

9 

S 

Iff 

m 

g 

9 

8 

0 

□ 

> 

*F 

— 

» 

8 

SE 

a 

-fcr 

m 

L_ 

m. 

;L' 

s 

m 

SC 

a 

g 

m 

« 

& 

o 

g 

a 

8 

a 

8 

*— 

ff= 

A 

& 

m 

g 

tA 

g 

A 

* 

65 

* 

g 

& 

65 

65 

0,3 

65 

g 

— > 

8 

65 

A 

t 

ft 

m 

8 

# 

m 

65 

g 

D£ 

g 

A 

3ff 

# 

9 

% 

8 

+ 

# 

I3 

m 

Bfc 

R 

9 

A 

*f 

65 

A 

# 

m 

H 

g 

8 

» 

» 

m 

m 

R 

m 

_ _ 

» 

& 

T 

m 

8 

& 

% 

in 

65 

9 

m 

8 

65 

65 

% 

n 

a 

9 

n 

9 

A 

* 

A 

g 

s 

<4 

m 

rf 

H 

IS 

HI 

iH 

& 

£ 

£ 

A 

o 

g 

53 

8 

© 

H 

8 

— 

9 

ra 

a 

m 

50 

ft 

•& 

% 

g 

8 

A 

g 

g 

H 

8 

T 

A 

o 

IS 

8 

# 

> 

± 

n 

g 

7TC 

* 

9 

a 

3!I 

9 

g 

65 

8 

g 

u- 

g 

s 

— i 

g 

65 

— . 

± 

m 

a 

— 

8 

ss 

6 

& 

± 

9 

n 

a 

# 

A 

65 

8 

8 

JL  ^  'f  j  A  «JL 


R  g 

is 

•— 

* 

S 

ft 

ft 

a 

W 

8 

>— 

ft 

8 

8 

a 

°  8 

• 

• 

iff 

o 

a 

if 

A 

if 

» 

M 

E 

» 

9 

# 

a 

g 

m 

8 

K 

K 

65 

9 

a 

a 

8 

g 

m 

A 

a 

ft 

e 

og 

65 

ft 

8 

ft 

ft 

& 

a 

8 

T 

14 

A 

o 

ft 

65 

If 

ft 

ffi 

8 

ter 

* 

o 

9 

ft 

ta 

9 

<a 

7TC 

ft 

ft 

9 

ft 

65 

EH 

# 

it 

g 

a 

g 

65 

n 

9 

o 

# 

a 

65 

A 

0 

W 

41 

£5 

a 

a 

• 

si 

a 

8 

ft 

# 

HP 

8 

8 

{5 

g 

R 

a 

ft 

ft 

e 

¥ 

A 

8 

g 

& 

ft 

* 

8 

-& 

a 

ft 

ft 

9 

a 

A 

9 

□ 

9 

t£ 

% 

IH 

ft 

ft 

• 

9 

If 

& 

W 

it 

m 

— 1 

65 

8 

9 

tt 

ter 

If 

g 

in 

X 

a 

a 

8 

If 

m 

0£ 

R 

ft 

ft 

© 

9 

R 

g 

ft 

m 

A 

& 

* 

ft 

iff 

ft 

a 

iff 

A 

ft 

ft 

¥ 

ft 

65 

Sc 

a 

Iff 

« 

9 

65 

8 

g 

¥ 

& 

T 

m 

a 

9 

a 

a 

* 

<4 

A 

g- 

3P 

— * 

ft 

± 

65 

— 

M 

PI 

jm  I  Cm) 

PI 

Cm) 

pi 

b) 

M 

bd 

CO 

bd 

PI 

bd 

P*» 

bd 

PI 

bd 

PI 


P'1 

bd 

P'1 

bd 

PI 

S 

bd 

P<> 

bd 

P*» 

bd 

P‘1 


in??r,rlMMp,>”PW’MMP,>MMMMP‘1P1MP1MMP1MP‘IMP1MMMP1P1HP1P,IMP1P,IMP,IP1P‘»MPW1P,>P1P1PW1P1PlP1MMP1P‘!P1 

dbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbd 


bd 


la.'*- 


ci 

bd 

PI 

bd 

M 


bd 

P'1 


P'1 

bd 

P'1 

bd 

P'1 

bd 

P'1 

bd 

P'1 

bd 

M 

bd 

Cl 

bd 

P‘1 

bd 

P‘1 

bd 

P'1 

bd 

PI 

bd 

P<» 

bd 

P'1 


a 

A 

•— 

SJ 

£ 

M 

ft 

to 

m 

— 

ft 

ft 

§1 

— . 

65 

? 

X 

n 

A 

Sc 

a 

og 

— n 

ft 

T 

D£ 

• 

• 

a 

m 

A 

9 

£ 

it 

9 

a 

If 

A 

3 

9 

Sc 

A 

ft 

Iff 

9 

A 

3 

—i 

53 

A 

T 

fit 

it 

A 

m 

& 

L. 

A 

8 

9 

A 

m 

A 

8 

a 

ife 

<— 

t 

a 

m 

m. 

¥ 

m 

P3 

A 

» 

in 

SI 

A 

9 

o 

m 

ft 

fcl 

m 

m 

ft 

3§ 

ft 

Sc 

A 

— • 

± 

? 

it 

•— 

A 

nj 

65 

55 

ft 

A 

m 

iii 

» 

ft 

a 

a 

a 

ft 

A 

If 

m 

* 

T 

9 

A 

°r 

g 

m 

a 

g 

SI 

A 

12 

ft 

t* 

T 

PS 

5A 

9 

a 

# 

a 

g 

in 

3S 

9 

± 

9 

ft 

a 

— 

g 

3r 

g 

3 

a 

± 

65 

tig 

Zfc 

m 

Sc 

9 

A 

m 

A 

g 

# 

9 

3 

m 

A 

ft 

g 

& 

i4 

si 

31 

m 

9 

A 

T 

a 

m 

og 

g 

a 

a 

X 

* 

a 

A 

9 

g 

« 

We 

0 

a 

ft 

* 

—i 

a 

A 

8 

© 

A 

* 

m 

A 

ft 

# 

a 

a 

« 

it 

a 

m 

ft 

SI 

ft 

A 

a 

A 

& 

A 

R 

9 

ft 

Sc 

A 

jff 

st 

o 

H 

ft 

f 

in 

g 

ft 

ra 

m 

—I 

& 

9 

Sc 

a 

9 

t 

•— 

/L' 

A 

0 

± 

a 

A 

g 

ft 

R 

m 

— 

a 

a 

65 

ft 

ft 

65 

m 

9 

ft 

• 

• 

ft 

m 

JS 

it 

B£ 

g 

a 

o 

9 

g 

& 

m 

a 

— ■ 

X 

w 

9 

X 

L. 

A 

JsC 

ft 

tfl 

— , 

A 

a 

o 

65 

a 

T 

a 

ft 

g 

iff 

9 

g 

m 

ft 

ipg 

(3 

SI 

— 

ft 

—i 

SI 

ft 

A 

o 

£ 

9 

-i 

o 

a 

ft 

ta 

65 

it 

M 

ft 

? 

g 

T 

Sc 

3 

ft 

—1 

9 

<— 

A 

65 

A 

ft 

— 

— 

We 

9 

A 

0p 

a 

ft 

9 

9 

9 

-A. 

a 

<— 

¥ 

a 

a 

A 

Sc 

•— 

ft 

SI 

A 

ft 

8 

ft 

a 

ft 

i® 

% 

a 

A 

£ 

£ 

tt 

tt 

ftj 


X 

A 

•— 

B 

a 

65 

A 

3 

ft  3 

A 

o 

9 

R 

— . 

ft 

n 

ft 

8 

£ 

ft 

X 

65 

ft 

g 

— 

65 

ft 

9 

A  A 

65 

IS 

ft 

ft 

A 

ft 

a 

ft 

nl 

A 

ft 

ft 

IS. 

04 

a 

A 

ft 

9 

— i  c 

■  IS 

ft 

a 

m 

«— 

II 

Pa 

o 

$ 

fit 

8 

m 

tt 

ft 

ft' 

tie 

9 

» 

Sc 

a 

SI 

a 

A 

% 

a 

ft 

3 

— 

X 

— 

a 

ft 

ft 

IS 

tf 

iff 

X 

8 

— i 

ft 

A 

9 

T 

a 

g 

•— 

ft 

9 

ap 

T 

ft 

& 

a 

in 

A 

—1 

9 

65 

a 

a 

if 

A 

K 

fl 

a 

9 

g 

a 

m 

m 

ft 

8 

S 

A 

> 

R 

a 

8 

A 

54 

ft 

m. 

8 

65 

*— 

it 

ft 

g 

—1 

— 

a 

n 

> 

a 

R 

A 

X 

n 

ft 

A 

m 

T 

•— 

3. 

X 

ft 

m 

a 

9 

ft 

R 

a 

A 

A 

A 

0 

H 

3 

i 

9 

B3r 

/R 

« 

m 

» 

A 

it 

A 

9 

A 

ft 

sa 

il 

B 

iff 

& 

•— 

£ 

a 

© 

It 

T 

ft 

—I 

9 

% 

—i 

m 

A 

a 

ft 

8 

9 

ft 

e 

St 

ft 

g 

* 

ft 

sr 

3 

9 

9 

g 

a 

A 

£ 

£ti 

A 

9 

» 

a 

fU 

Jib 

— 

g 

9 

3 

a 

» 

65 

9 

ft 

Iff 

A 

& 

*— 

ft 

A 

9 

*— 

A 

A 

9 

« 

a 

X 

& 

ft 

& 

% 

& 

ft 

A 

ft 

g 

-i 

T 

£ 

8 

a 

T 

« 

n 

*— 

A 

n 

ft 

ft 

• 

3 

3. 

& 

» 

A 

5fe 

ft 

A 

A 

9 

9 

T 

m 

0 

f 

o 

a 

g 

A 

% 

ft 

a 

IS 

t 

55 

9 

ft 

a 

i — 

A 

0 

— 

65 

8 

T 

8 

ft 

A 

A 

m 

« 

H 

T 

A 

5C 

ft 

m 

m 

A 

ft 

2 

ff 

tig 

if 

A 

9 

A 

A 

ft 

A 

ft 

% 

ff 

o 

ffl 

a 

T 

3 

A 

a 

8 

IE 

9 

1$ 

ft 

IE 

- - 

pipiPiPiPfPiPwiPipfpipipiP'iPipfP'iPiP'iP'iPwiPwiPfPiPwwiPiPiPiPWfPfPfPiPiPWfpmpiPfPwiPiMpmpwiPwiPfPfPiPw 
bdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdb 


iir?rin?!f,,,'”<,'”MMMPlPinP1MP1PlIP1MP1PW1MPlP‘IMPlP1MMMP1 

*>dbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbdbd 


•  - - - “• 


>v 


■ 

> 


O  MCI  TELECOMMUNICATIONS  CORPORATION.  IW4 


#  —  ftL 


—  Jl  A.  e?  ra  g 


M 

C 

I 


I 


$ 

1 


iffl£tcI¥¥Aiftft 
f  i  t'  t  f  «  ft  fl  ¥  IS 

0  #  a  f  '  -  &  n  tt  ® 

in  i  !  M  I  l  I  I  i 


A 

M 

C 

I 

w 

I 

¥ 

if 

ft 

*J 

i 


$  "A  i  ft  le  ¥  ’  n 

f  ;  IHj  A  I  I  ¥ 

U  ift  £  a  ’  01  Hi 

W  I  It  I  ? 

1  i  ft 

i  r*i  n 

*  is  i 

£  ¥ 


0 


MCI 


Susans  1-800-264-3795 
1-800-233-1 744 


Feb.  4, 1994 


Sampan  All 


Chinese  Community 


Rewards  of  a  Bicultural  Education 


by  Anping  Shen 

In  America  it’s  not  easy  to 
forget  holidays,  especially  if  you 
have  a  child  in  public  school. 
Kids  will  bring  back  all  kinds  of 
school  projects  related  to  the 
various  holidays,  from  Martin 
Luther  King’s  birthday  to 
Thanksgiving  day.  (Thank  god 
religious  holidays  are  not  also 
observed  in  public  schools.) 
While  complaining  too  much 
about  holiday  observations  in 
the  schools,  I  still  remember 
vividly  how  happy  I  was  when  I 
first  received  a  handmade  gift 
from  my  son  for  Father’s  Day 
(my  wife  felt  the  same  way  when 
she  received  a  similar  gift  on 
Mother’s  Day).  As  with  the 
words  "I  love  you"  written  on 
them,  we  parents  never  seem  to 
tire  of  receiving  gifts  from  our 
children. 

My  son,  in  fact,  probably  has 
good  reasons  to  love  us.  Early 
last  December  he  completed  his 
"wish  list"  for  Santa  and  left  it  on 
his  desk.  (I  have  never  figured 
our  whether  it  was  meant  for  us, 
or  for  Santa,  or  was  just  an  ac¬ 
tivity  of  daydreams.)  There 
were  seven  or  eight  items  on  that 
list,  one  of  which  was  a  Ninten¬ 
do  game  deck.  He  had  been 
talking  about  this  game  for 
several  months.  One  night, 
looking  at  the  beautifully 
decorated  Christmas  tree  and 
the  colorful  flashing  lights  hang¬ 
ing  in  the  living  room,  I  heard 
him  say  to  himself:  "Just  like 
having  Christmas  everyday!" 

Well,  how  could  he  not  love 
Christmas?  For  one  thing,  he 

got  his  Nintendo.  Also,  he 
received  no  homework  for  his 
holiday. 

Now  that  Chinese  New  Year 
is  coming,  my  wife  and  I  are 
planning  to  make  this  holiday 
equally  memorable  for  him.  Of 
course,  not  only  for  fun  (though 
my  seven-year-old  son  would 
like  to  associate  fun  with  any 


holiday  celebration),  but  also 
for  his  education  in  Chinese  cul¬ 
ture. 

When  my  mother  writes  to 
me  now,  she  always  urges  me  to 
teach  Jason  -  my  son’s  English 
name  -  Chinese  language.  As  a 
college-educated  grandmother 
in  her  seventies,  she  surely  has 
reason  to  worry  about  the 
development  of  her  grandson’s 
Chinese  literacy.  Without 
Chinese  language  as  a  medium 
of  communication,  what  could 
bridge  the  wide  gap  between  my 
son  and  his  grandmother? 
Family  bonds?  It  hardly  works 
in  America.  I  suspect  too  that 
my  mother  must  have  already 
learned  of  this.  Nevertheless,  as 
an  educator  and,  probably,  a 
filial  son,  I  have  no  excuse  to 
ignore  professional  and  family 
expectations  for  my  son’s 
education.  And  I  mean  by  this  a 
good  education  in  both  cultures. 

"Easier  said  than  done." 
(Yes,  I  absolutely  agree.) 

In  regularly  reading  Chinese 
language  newspapers  or  any 
other  Chinese  community  pub¬ 
lication,  one  can’t  fail  to  come 
across  articles  commenting  on 
the  daunting  task  of  bringing  up 
Chinese-American  youngsters. 
And  given  the  extraordinary  ef¬ 
forts  made  by  Chinese- 
American  parents,  any  success 
in  this  respect  is  bound  to  bring 
them  tremendous  happiness 
and  pride. 

A  year  ago  I  came  across  a 
letter  written  by  a  Chinese- 
American  couple  in  a  local 
Chinese  community  publication 
(Greater  Boston  Chinese  Cul¬ 
tural  Association  Newsletter, 
Oct-Nov.,  1992,  p.  12).  In  this 
letter  the  couple  included  a  let¬ 
ter  they  received  from  their  son 
on  their  29th  wedding  anniver¬ 
sary.  The  letter  was  filled  with 
this  young  man’s  deep  apprecia¬ 
tion  of  his  parents’  sacrifice  in 
providing  him  with  an  excellent 


education.  He  ended  his  letter 
with  an  underlined  sentence:  "I 
love  you  both  very  much."  The 
couple  was  moved  to  tears  by 
this  letter.  They  were  so  happy 
to  have  this  filial  son.  After 
reading  this  letter,  I  often  wish, 
or  rather,  dream  that  some  day 
my  son  would  write  a  similar  let¬ 
ter  to  my  wife  and  me.  Better 
still,  this  letter  was  not  only 
signed  with  a  Chinese  signature, 
but  the  whole  letter  was  written 
in  Chinese.  Oh,  what  a  lovely 
Chinese  parent’s  American 
dream! 

A  hundred  years  ago,  many 
Chinese  people  sailed  across 
the  sea  to  seek  a  better 
livelihood  in  this  land  of  oppor¬ 
tunity.  Though  they  worked 
hard  and  against  all  odds,  and 
caused  no  trouble  to  others, 
they  were  still  maliciously  dis¬ 
criminated  against,  legally  as 

well  as  culturally.  "Chinaman’s 
chance"  means  no  chance  at  all. 
The  cardinal  "sin"  of  these 
Chinese  laborers  was  that  they 
were  "unassimilable"  and  "un- 
educable,"  as  they  were  reluc¬ 
tant  to  give  up  their  own  cultural 
beliefs  and  practices. 

Changes,  however,  have 
taken  place  since  those  early 
days.  American  society  was 
turned  upside  down  in  the  1960s 
and  1970s.  It  was  an  era  in  which 
human  rights  become  an  impor¬ 
tant  concern.  Those  social 
upheavals,  violent  or  non¬ 
violent,  struck  at  racial  and  eth¬ 
nic  prejudice.  It  was  in  this 
environment  that  Asian 
Americans,  mostly  with  Chinese 
cultural  roots,  suddenly  became 
ethnically  "favorable"  citizens. 
They  were  considered  a  "model 
minority."  From  "unassimilable 
Chinaman"  to  "model  minority," 
history  has  witnessed  a  tremen¬ 
dous  change.  But  there  is  still 
something  that  has  remained 
unchanged.  Both  are  labels. 
Both  are  stamped  on  you 


without  your  consent.  They 
equally  create  misunderstand¬ 
ings  with  others  and  disad¬ 
vantages  for  oneself. 

In  the  past  decade  or  so,  sig¬ 
nificant  social  progress  has  been 
made  in  the  acceptance  of  mul¬ 
ticultural  and  multiethnic  diver- 
sity  in  American  society. 
Minorities  have  had  their  voices 
heard  on  American  political 
platforms.  Chang-Lin  Tien, 
Chancellor  of  the  University  of 
California  at  Berkeley,  con¬ 
tends  that  America  should  be  "a 
bowl  of  salad,"  rather  than  a 
"melting  pot."  In  his  own  words: 
"In  a  complex  society,  there  are 
many  different  elements,  and 
we  should  view  this  as  a  unique 
opportunity  to  build  strength 
for  the  whole."  To  a  society,  this 
means  fostering  multicul- 
turalism.  To  an  individual  (in  a 
minority  group),  this  entails 
biculturalism. 

To  be  a  bicultural  person, 
one  has  to  be  open-minded  and 
appreciate  diversity.  While 
pushing  the  mainstream  society 
to  recognize  one’s  own  ethnic 
and  cultural  heritage,  one 
should  also  take  the  initiative  to 
step  out  of  one’s  own  cultural 
and  ethnic  bondage.  The  bicul¬ 
tural  education  process  can  be 
both  culturally  and  intellectual¬ 
ly  challenging,  yet  highly 
rewarding  to  individuals  as  well 
as  society. 

On  a  personal  level  I  have 
had  some  very  positive  ex¬ 
periences.  For  the  past  few 
years,  for  instance,  we  have 
been  trying  to  teach  our  son  the 
concept  of  mutual  respect,  par¬ 
ticularly  in  regard  to  privacy  and 
personal  property.  On  one  oc¬ 
casion,  as  I  was  hurrying  to  leave 
for  work,  I  could  not  find  my 
self-stick  note  pad.  I  took  such  a 
pad  from  my  son’s  desk,  and  was 
then  and  there  caught  "red- 
handed"  by  my  son.  "Dad,  how 
could  you  take  my  note  pad 


without  asking  for  my  permis¬ 
sion?"  he  bluntly  asked  me. 
(This  is  almost  exactly  the  same 
type  of  question  I  would  raise  to 
him  if  he  were  to  take  something 
from  my  study.)  Though  I  was  I 
just  about  ready  to  rush  out  of 
the  house,  I  decided  to  return  to  I 
my  son.  "I’m  sorry,"  I  said.  "I’m  I 
very  sorry.  I  couldn’t  find  my  I 
own  one."  "That’s  O.K.,  Dad,"  he  I 
answered  me.  Whew!  At  least 
he  did  not  say,  "Do  not  do  it  next 
time,  O.K.?" 

Losing  face  with  your  child  is 
hard  for  any  Chinese  parent.  I 
But  I  think  this  is  a  minimal  j 
price  we  have  to  pay  if  we  are  | 
serious  about  bicultural  educa-  I 
tion  for  ourselves  as  well  as  for  | 
our  children.  On  the  other  hand,  I 
with  the  changing  social,  cul- 1 
tural,  and  particularly  economic ' 
environment  worldwide,  we 
could  and  should  have  more 
confidence  and  pride  in  foster¬ 
ing  our  Chinese  cultural 
heritage  in  the  parenting 
process,  not  only  to  benefit  our 
children,  but  also  to  contribute 
to  the  well-being  of  society  as  a 
whole. 

For  the  past  fa*  years,  both  ' 
my  wife  and  I  have  both  become 
very  involved  in  my  son’s 
Chinese  language  school  in 
Newton.  My  wife  has  become 
this  school’s  physical  education 
teacher,  while  I  have  been 
elected  its  vice  principal. 
Recently  we  have  helped  our 
son  recite  a  Chinese-language 
rhyme  so  that  he  will  be  able  to 
perform  it  at  our’s  school’s  an¬ 
nual  Chinese  New  Year’s  party'. 
We  are  also  thinking  of  taking 
our  son  to  Chinatown  in  Boston 
for  Chinese  New  Year,  hopeful¬ 
ly  to  instill  some  knowledge  of 
Chinese  culture  and  also  to  give 
him  the  chance  to  have  fun. 


SPECIAL  SECTION:  This  New  Year’s  edition  of  the  Sampan  includes  a  series  of  stories  about  the  journey  to  America.  They  are  told  by  the 
people  who  have  made  that  journey.  They  are  stories  about  strength,  perseverance,  patience,  and  hard  work.  Above  all,  they  are  stories  about  striving,  about  reaching 
beyond  self-doubt  and  uncertainty  to  discover  a  stronger  truer  self  never  thought  attainable  before.  We  hope  they  will  inspire  all  of  our  readers  in  the  year  ahead. 
Happy  New  Year  from  the  Sampan. 


Building  Confidence  in  a  New  World 


by  Ri  Wen  Ling 

I  was  born  in  a  poor  farmer’s 
family  in  China.  I  was  forced  to 
leave  middle  school  and  went 
out  to  work  to  support  my  family 
after  my  father  died.  I  was  17 
years  old  and  had  many  hopes 
and  dreams.  I  did  not,  however, 
succeed  in  making  money  or  in 
getting  a  good  job.  I  thought  it 
was  because  of  my  weak  educa¬ 
tional  background  and  because 
I  didn’t  know  anyone  in  power. 

The  corruption  in  Shenzhen, 
the  Chinese  city  where  I  used  to 
live,  is  never-ending.  I  had  seen 
much  unfairness,  with  promo¬ 
tions,  good  jobs  and  special 
benefits  arranged  "under  the 
table."  So  I  had  a  strong  desire 
to  leave  my  homeland  and  go  to 
America  -  the  symbol  of 
freedom,  technology  and  the 
modern  world.  People  want  to 
come  to  America  to  find  a  better 
life  and  new  experiences. 

I  eventually  had  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  come  to  the  United 
States.  I  married  my  husband, 
who  has  a  green  card.  I  felt  calm 
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the  day  I  boarded  the  airplane 
to  come  here.  I  was  neither  too 
excited  nor  too  happy.  I  knew 
that  the  rest  of  my  life  would  be 
very  hard  because  my  husband 
earns  little  money.  It  is  even  har¬ 
der  because  we  have  to  live  in  a 
totally  different  environment.  I 
was  mentally  prepared  for  the 
fact  that  coming  to  America  was 
going  to  be  a  struggle. 

My  daughter  and  I  arrived  in 


the  "ideal  land"  on  Feb.  1, 1993. 
We  settled  in  Chinatown  and 
shared  an  apartment  with  an  old 
Chinese  couple.  Everything  was 
new  to  us.  I  had  a  lot  of  "first 
times."  In  the  winter  it  was  freez¬ 
ing  cold  and  snow  fell  down, 
covering  everything.  It  was  the 
first  time  I  could  touch  and  feel 
snow.  I  didn’t  feel  cold;  I  felt  I 
could  almost  hear,  smell  and 
read  the  snow.  I  appreciated  its 
peacefulness. 

I  also  had  my  first  chance  to 
meet  and  communicate  with 
Americans,  and  my  first  chance 
to  make  a  phone  call  in  English. 
I  remember  how  the  first  time  I 
went  outside  I  lost  my  way.  It 
was  also  the  first  time  I  had  to 
read  telephone  bills  and  other 
documents  in  English.  I  felt  that 
my  English  was  so  inadequate. 

I  saw  people  of  different 
races  everywhere:  Black,  white, 
yellow.  I  saw  the  different  styles 
of  dressing  -  from  the  fancy  to 
the  conservative.  I  found  that 
most  people  were  polite.  They 
stood  in  line  to  wait  their  turn 


when  they  had  to  get  something 
done.  They  said  "excuse  me" 
whenever  they  accidentally 
brushed  against  me.  They  were 
friendly  to  me  and  helped  me 
when  I  asked  them  for  direc¬ 
tions. 

I  never  thought  I  would  be 
able  to  enter  college,  nor  did  I 
expect  to  win  the  Boston  Adult 
Literacy  Fund  Scholarship  in 
the  Adult  Basic  English  Pro¬ 
gram.  I  felt  important,  outstand¬ 
ing,  because  of  the  progress  I 
had  made  in  my  studies.  I  had 
never  felt  that  way  in  China.  In 
China  people  thought  I  was  slow 
thinking.  My  co-workers 
thought  I  was  not  sophisticated 
or  just  stupid.  People  looked 
down  on  me  and  my  family  be¬ 
cause  my  family  was  floor  and  I 
was  a  nobody. 

Things  are  changing  now.  I 
can  deal  with  people  more  com¬ 
fortably  now.  The  days  pass  by 
quickly.  I  have  been  living  in  the 
USA  for  about  10  months.  I 
hope  now  that  using  the 
knowledge  I’ve  gained  at  Action 


for  Boston  Community 
Development,  I  will  be  able  to 
find  a  job.  I  hope  too  that  my 
husband’s  dream  of  opening  a 
restaurant  will  soon  come  true. 
I  hope  that  my  daughter  will 
grow  up  quickly  and  enter  a 
good  school.  I  hope  we  can  earn 
enough  money  to  afford  living  in 
the  suburbs,  in  a  quiet,  neat, 
beautiful  environment.  I  hope 
we  will  have  not  just  family  hap¬ 
piness  but  also  a  high  standard 
of  living. 

I  am  happy  to  have  im¬ 
migrated  to  America  because 
only  by  doing  this  could  I  have 
had  a  different  experience  and 
have  tried  and  seen  new  things. 
Only  through  this  could  I  have 
built  up  my  confidence  through 
education  and  had  more  chal¬ 
lenges  and  met  different  people. 
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An  Asian  Woman’s  American  Journey 


[This  article  was  drawn  from 
a  speech  given  April  22,  1993  at 
the  Third  Annual  Spring  Lunch¬ 
eon  Series  at  Simmons  College. 
The  series  is  entitled,  " Asian 
Women  of  Influence'!] 


By  Panit  Satyasai 

Last  week  marked  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  our  Thai  New  Year.  I 
would  like  to  take  this  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  wish  you  all  "Happy 
New  Year." 

It  is  a  privilege  to  speak  here. 
Being  here  has  a  special  mean¬ 
ing  to  me  and  Thai  people.  Thai 
people  have  known  Simmons 
College  well  and  for  a  long  time 
because  it  was  once  home  to  the 
Princess  Mother,  Praratchon- 
nee-Srisungwan,  the  mother  of 
the  present  King  of  Thailand. 
She  studied  nursing  here  some 
70  years  ago.  Our  tie  with  Sim¬ 
mons  goes  back  almost  as  long 
as  Simmons’  own  history. 

In  1967, 1  came  to  America  as 
a  student  on  a  Fulbright 
Scholarship  to  study  for  a 
Master’s  degree  in  the  Teaching 
of  English  as  a  Foreign  Lan¬ 
guage  at  the  University  of 
Northern  Iowa  in  Cedar  Falls, 
Iowa.  That  was  my  only  reason 
for  being  here.  I  never  planned 
to  live  in  this  country.  In  fact,  I 
told  my  father  that  I  would 
return  in  two  years.  That 
definitely  didn’t  happen. 

I  was  very  happy  to  come  to 
America.  At  the  time,  I  was 
teaching  freshman  and 
sophomore  English  at  the 
University  of  Fine  Arts  in 
Bangkok.  Coming  to  America 
meant  prestige  and  an  advanced 
degree  that  would  guarantee  a 
higher  salary  and  a  potentially 
successful  future.  It  also  en¬ 
hanced  my  chance  of  coming 
back  to  the  States  later  on  for  a 
doctoral  degree. 

When  I  first  arrived,  I  at¬ 
tended  a  one-month  orientation 
at  Michigan  State  University. 
Several  hundred  foreign  stu¬ 
dents  from  all  over  the  world 
and  with  different  types  of 
scholarships  were  present.  We 
studied  English  and  American 
culture  and  life.  We  spent  some 
time  with  our  host  families  and 
we  took  field  trips.  We  visited 
Detroit  where  the  racial  riots  of 
1967  had  taken  place.  Most 
foreign  students  were  critical  of 
America,  in  particular  of  its  role 
abroad  and  its  domestic  racial 
problems.  I  didn’t  quite  under¬ 
stand  these  issues.  Nor  did  the 
other  two  Thai  students  who  at¬ 
tended  the  same  orientation.  I 
had  been  very  insulated  in 
Thailand.  We  were  under  mar¬ 
tial  law  for  25  years  and  it  was 
lifted  just  before  I  left  home.  I 
had  never  heard  of  the  Vietnam 
War  that  was  being  fought  next 
door  to  Thailand.  Worst  of  all,  I 
didn’t  even  know  that  American 
troops  were  being  stationed  on 
Thai  soil.  The  Thai  press 
reported  only  sensational  news. 
Censorship  was  a  way  of  life. 

I  enjoyed  the  orientation.  But 
it  was  also  the  first  time  that  I 
experienced  the  American 
stereotyping  of  Asian  women. 
To  learn  American  life  first 
hand,  foreign  students  were  as¬ 
signed  to  share  a  room  with  an 
American  student.  I  socialized 
more  with  another  Thai 
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student’s  roommate  because  my 
own  roommate  had  a  boyfriend. 
This  roommate  smoked  cigaret¬ 
tes  and  liked  to  put  her  feet  up 
on  her  desk.  We  smiled  or 
laughed  at  whatever  she  said. 
We  never  contradicted  her 
when  we  disagreed.  All  these 
behaviors  led  her  to  believe  that 
we  were  submissive.  We  recog¬ 
nized  her  attitude  and  wanted  to 
show  her  differently.  So,  one 
day,  she  opened  the  door,  and 
there  we  were,  smoking  with  our 
feet  up  on  the  desk.  She  almost 
died  of  a  heart  attack.  We 
wanted  to  show  her  that  we 
could  do  the  same  thing,  but  we 
didn’t,  because  putting  one’s 
feet  up  on  the  desk  is  considered 
rude  and  disrespectful.  Feet  are 
the  lowest  part  of  the  body;  for 
Thai  people  to  point  at  things 
with  their  feet  is  considered  in¬ 
sulting  and  unacceptable. 

At  the  orientation,  my  con¬ 
tacts  with  Americans  were  min¬ 
imal,  and  they  were  usually 
pleasant  because  I  was  their 
guest.  I  was  not  homesick. 
Everything  was  new  and  excit¬ 
ing  to  me  and  there  was  a  large 
number  of  Thai  students  at  the 
university. 

After  this  delightful  month, 
we  all  went  off  to  our  schools,  I 
to  Iowa  and  my  Thai  friend  to 
Ohio.  I  hadn’t  the  slightest  idea 
of  what  Iowa  was  like  and  con¬ 
trary  to  my  image  of  a  bustling 
American  city  with.skyscrapers, 
highways,  fast  cars,  and  flashy 
neon  lights,  I  found  myself  land¬ 
ing  in  the  corn  fields.  I  still  didn’t 
believe  that  this  would  be  my 
school  for  the  next  two  years.  In 
Thailand,  all  the  universities 
were  in  Bangkok.  I  took  a  taxi  to 
my  school  which  was  in  another 
town.  I  remember  that  the  taxi 
ride  was  long  and  it  seemed  that 
we  were  riding  further  away 
from  town  and  deeper  into  a 
rural  area.  The  taxi  dropped  me 
off  at  my  dorm.  I  wanted  to  learn 
to  speak  English  fast  and  the 
only  way  to  do  it  was  to  live  and 
eat  with  American  students. 
This  was  an  undergraduate 
dorm.  There  were  no  graduate 
dorms  there. 

Graduating  from  a  top-notch 
university  in  Thailand  had  given 
me  confidence  that  I  would  have 
no  problem  studying  in  Iowa.  I 
didn’t  realize  that  I  wasn’t 
prepared  academically  or  so¬ 
cially.  I  didn’t  know  how  to  ‘pipe 
in’  during  my  first  seminar  class. 
How  could  I  participate  when  I 
couldn’t  even  speak  the  lan¬ 
guage?  Also,  in  Thailand,  class 
participation  was  never  em¬ 
phasized.  Learning  is  a  one-way 
street.  Students  absorb 
whatever  a  teacher  gives. 


My  first  semester  was  (mai 
sanuk)  no  fun.  I  was  very 
homesick.  I  could  not  communi¬ 
cate  well  and  I  was  totally  iso¬ 
lated  from  my  people  and  my 
culture.  I  was  the  only  Thai  in 
town.  Thai  people  love  puns  and 
jokes.  How  could  I  joke  when  I 
couldn’t  even  express  myself? 
Fortunately,  both  American 
and  foreign  students  were 
friendly  and  helpful.  American 
students  made  me  feel  like  I  was 
one  of  them.  I  would  go  home 
with  them  for  the  weekend  or 
eat  a  hamburger  at  McDonald’s 
with  them  when  we  didn’t  get  a 
dinner  on  Sundays.  Although 
my  English  wasn’t  that  great,  I 
learned  pretty  quick  how  to 
order  food.  "Same  for  me" 
worked  pretty  well,  and  I’m  still 
alive. 

By  living  and  eating  with 
Americans,  my  English  had  im¬ 
proved  significantly  in  one 
semester.  One  day,  while  look¬ 
ing  out  at  the  pouring  rain,  I 
wanted  to  impress  my  American 
friend.  I  said, "It’s  raining  dogs 
and  cats."  She  turned  to  me  and 
asked,  "Where  are  the  dogs  and 
cats?"  (How  many  people  here 
know  this  expression?  It’s  a 
British  phrase  meaning  it  rains 
heavily.)  What  I  learned  in 
Thailand  didn’t  seem  to  work 
here. 

There  were  about  20  interna¬ 
tional  students  at  the  university 
and  they  were  wonderful.  They 
kept  me  going  despite  hard 
times.  We  shared  our  happy  and 
difficult  moments  together. 
Most  importantly,  we  shared 
food  sent  from  home.  In  those 
days,  in  a  small  town  like  Cedar 
Falls,  foreign  food  was  unavail¬ 
able.  We  were  quite  surprised  to 
find  Japanese  soy  sauce  on  the 
supermarket  shelf.  We  often  got 
together  Friday  evenings  and 
cooked  meals  together.  We 
learned  about  each  other,  our 
food  and  our  cultures.  I  learned 
that  Indonesian  food  is  similar 
to  Thai  food,  that  not  all 
Filipinos  could  communicate  in 
their  native  language,  and  that 
the  Japanese  didn’t  all  come 
from  the  same  country,  Japan 
(some  came  from  Okinawa). 

Other  than  worry  about 
maintaining  good  grades  for 
continued  support  from  the 
scholarship,  life  was  generally 
good.  Townspeople  were 
friendly  and  genuine.  They 
would  stop  to  talk  to  me  in  the 
streets.  They  knew  Thailand 
and  I  was  never  once  mistaken 
for  Chinese  or  Japanese.  Those 
were  really  happy  days  for  me. 

"Life  is  full  of  surprises," 
Isabel  Allende  once  said.  While 
I  was  finishing  up  my  last 
semester,  my  boyfriend  came  to 
study  at  Harvard.  We  decided 
to  get  married  after  my  gradua¬ 
tion.  Boston  is  more  diverse 
than  Cedar  Falls  and  there  are 
more  Asians  here.  I  didn’t  think 
that  I  would  have  any  difficulty 
adjusting  or  getting  a  job.  I  soon 
realized  that  the  education  I  so 
valued  didn’t  match  the  job 
market,  and  that  I  was  simply 
one  of  ‘those’  Chinese  or 
Japanese  who  all  use 
chopsticks. 

I  found  a  job  at  UMass-Bos- 
ton  where  I  have  worked  ever 
since.  I  was  hired  as  a  librarian. 
I  have  had  a  hard  time  adjusting 
to  my  professional  life  here.  In 


Thailand,  I  would  be  with  the 
elites  and  I  wouldn’t  have  to  do 
clerical  work  such  as  typing. 
Responsibilities  in  Thailand 
were  clearly  divided  between 
persons  with  college  educations 
and  those  with  high  school 
educations.  Respect  also 
depends  on  your  level  of  educa¬ 
tion.  Although  I  have  advanced 
through  the  ranks,  I  find  it  dif¬ 
ficult  to  break  through  the  ‘glass 
ceiling.’  Americans  no  longer 
view  me  as  a  nice  little  foreign 
student.  .To  them,  I’m  taking 
their  jobs  away.  I  am  never  con¬ 
sidered  for  management 
responsibilities.  These  respon¬ 
sibilities  are  usually  given  to 
Americans. 

Am  I  happy  working  here? 
No.  Part  of  my  unhappiness  is 
that  I  never  feel  fully  accepted. 
After  more  than  20  years,  some 
of  my  colleagues  still  think  that 
I  am  from  Taiwan.  They  claim 
that  they  like  Thai  food,  but  they 
really  can’t  tell  us  apart  from  the 
Taiwanese.  In  their  effort  to  be 
nice  to  me,  they  often  ask  me  if 
I  use  chopsticks.  When  I  say 
‘no,’  they  think  I’m  trying  to  be¬ 
come  westernized.  They  don’t 
know  that,  in  fact,  we  are  more 
barbarous  than  they  expect. 
Traditionally,  we  Thais  eat  with 
our  hands,  and  only  recently  did 
we  begin  using  a  fork  and  spoon 
as  a  result  of  contact  with  the 
West  in  about  1855. 

The  color  of  skin  really  dic¬ 
tates  your  life  here.  Gender  is 
the  next  indicator.  It  took  me  a 
long  time  to  understand  the  ra¬ 
cial  and  gender  issues  in  this 
country.  I  experience  dis¬ 
crimination  on  the  job  as  well  as 
in  looking  for  housing  because  I 
am  non-white  and  a  woman.  I 
have  a  hard  time  dealing  with 
these  issues,  particularly  the 
gender  one.  Women  in  Thailand 
are  independent  and  have 
worked  outside  the  home  for 
centuries.  They  are  given  the 
same  responsibilities  as  men. 
Women  run  businesses  and 
head  organizations.  In  fact,  a 
Chinese  visitor  to  Siam 
(Thailand’s  old  name)  during 
the  Ming  Dynasty  (from  the 
14th  to  the  17th  century)  ob¬ 
served  that,  "When  there  are  af¬ 
fairs  to  be  settled  (in  Siam)  they 
are  settled  by  women." 
American  women  do  not  have 
that  kind  of  equality.  They  are 
routinely  passed  up  for  promo¬ 
tions.  They  do  not  get  the  same 
pay  as  men,  despite  doing  the 
same  work.  Women  here  still 
have  a  distance  to  go  before  they 
get  the  same  recognition  en¬ 
joyed  for  centuries  by  Thai 
women. 

In  1976,  I  made  one  of  my 
biggest  decisions:  to  divorce  my 
husband  and  remain  in  the  US. 
My  daughter  was  only  6  years 
old  then.  Despite  the  inde¬ 
pendent  status  of  women  in 
Thai  society,  it  was  unconven¬ 
tional  for  a  woman  to  be 
divorced  and  living  on  her  own. 
I  also  wanted  to  avoid  the  stigma 
placed  on  me  by  my  divorce. 
Life  was  tough  after  my  divorce. 
Child  care  was  not  available. 
American  women  were  just 
liberated  and  starting  to  work 
outside  the  home.  There  was  no 
extended  family  like  in  Thailand 
where  elder  parents  could  look 
after  my  child  while  I  was  at 


work.  Life  was  hectic  for  me, 
trying  to  balance  family  and 
career.  I  wanted  the  best  educa¬ 
tion  possible  for  my  daughter. 
She  attended  Buckingham, 
Browne,  and  Nichols  School 
and  Columbia  College  where 
she  received  her  B.A.  My  job  at 
the  time  was  only  a  financial 
means  to  support  me  and  my 
daughter. 

While  my  daughter  was 
finishing  her  last  year  in  high 
school,  I  started  pursuing  my 
studies  for  a  Master’s  degree  in 
Library  and  Information 
Studies  at  the  University  of 
Rhode  Island,  and  I  completed 
it  in  1989.  To  advance  to  a 
higher  rank  at  UMass-Boston  is 
still  a  problem  despite  my  two 
Master’s  degrees,  my  service  to 
the  Boston  Library  Consortium, 
and  my  contributions  to  the 
community.  The  reason  for  the 
rejections:  I  had  shown  no 
leadership.  Perhaps  my  col¬ 
leagues  and  I  do  not  interpret 
‘leadership’  the  same  way.  For 
me,  leadership  is  taking  respon¬ 
sibility  and  initiating  projects. 
For  them,  it  is  bringing  a  tray  of 
baked  goods  into  the  office.  But 
I  have  never  played  the  game 
and  I  cannot  do  it  now  either. 
Now  that  my  daughter  has 
finished  college  and  I  have 
remarried,  I  am  freer  to  take 
risks  and  am  planning  changes 
in  my  career,  something  that  is 
possible  only  in  this  country. 

It  is  a  big  question  whether  I 
deserve  to  be  called  a  woman  of 
influence.  Perhaps  not.  In  look¬ 
ing  back  through  my  life,  I  see 
myself  as  a  simple,  educated, 
Asian  woman  who  tries  to  sur¬ 
vive  in  a  society  totally  foreign  to 
me.  Through  this  survival  path, 
I  am  learning  about  who  I  am, 
where  I  stand  in  this  society,  and 
how  I  can  be  included  in  the 
system.  Rejections  for  promo¬ 
tions  time  after  time  indicate  my 
lack  of  clout.  I  have  no  support 
in  the  workplace  let  alone  in¬ 
fluence.  To  achieve  the  goal  of 
inclusion,  it  is  critical  that  we, 
Asian  Americans,  put  our  dif¬ 
ferences,  cultural  or  linguistic, 
aside  and  start  networking  and 
building  our  political  base.  I  am 
certainly  not  a  woman  of  broad 
influence.  But  in  my  small  way, 
I  try  to  influence  change.  I  try  to 
help  shape  future  Asian  women 
of  influence.  One  example  I 
mentioned  earlier  is  the  Asian 
American  Studies  Institute  at 
UMass-Boston.  It  is  the  first  of 
its  kind  on  the  East  Coast. 
Through  the  institute,  we  can 
begin  to  produce  Asian  women 
of  great  influence.  Women  who 
can  have  a  say  in  our  society. 
Women  who  will  be  included  in 
our  society. 

Thank  you  for  having  me 
here.  Best  of  luck  with  your 
studies  and  don’t  forget  to  have 
fun  like  Thai  people. 


Please  note:  Calendar  items 
are  accepted  up  to  Friday,  Feb. 
25, 1994  for  the  March  4, 1994 
edition. 
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With  Compliments 
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Juliet  N.  Chang,  Lie.  Ac. 


Free  Seminar 

Every  Tuesday  8  —  9  P.M. 

^  731-0221 


I'. 


V:|-v: 


■TV 


tttrt 


KJfL-&0£ 

iSLTttJSLUtltto. 

frmzkik  fh«H 


kie  old  bonk 


BRGDKLINE 
SAVINGS  BANK 

730-3500  Membei  FDtC/CXf  wiki  new  ideas 

Brookline  Villoqe  •  Cootidqe  Comer  •  Soulh  Brookline 
longwood  •  Washing  ion  Square  Equal  Housing  Lender 


-• _ -  •  '  r- •  *•  v  ’  1 


Feb. 4, 1994 


A15 


Sampan 


CAMBODIAN  COMMUNITY 


A  Long  Journey;  a  Re-Imagined  Life 


by  Saly  Pin-Riebe 

"Life  is  amazing!"  I  told  myself 
while  sitting  in  a  comfortable  seat 
in  the  first  class  section  of  a 
Northwest  Airlines  flight.  It  was  the 
same  airline  on  which  I  traveled  to 
America  as  a  refugee  13  years 
before.  I  realized  there  was  a  dif¬ 
ference  between  the  person  I  am 
now  and  the  one  I  was  then.  This 
time  I  was  treated  with  such  cour¬ 
tesy.  I  felt  privileged  and  secure, 
like  a  real  guest  in  life.  I  have  come 
such  a  long  distance.  When  I  try  to 
describe  it,  it  feels  like  a  dream. 

Because  I  left  Cambodia  pain¬ 
fully  and  without  any  hope  of 
returning,  I  felt  proud  to  have  had 
the  privilege  and  opportunity  to  go 
back  to  assist  the  United  Nations 
peacekeeping  operation  with  the 
first  free  and  fair  election  in  the 
country’s  history. 

I  am  now  a  US  citizen.  But  back 
then  I  was  a  Cambodian  refugee 
who  decided  to  leave  my  country, 
my  dead  husband  and  my  surviving 
family  members.  I,  like  others,  had 
been  victimized  by  the  terrible 
Communist  Regime  in  Cambodia. 
The  reign  of  the  Khmer  Rouge  has 
been  called  a  holocaust,  because 
the  destruction  of  lives  and  proper¬ 
ty  was  so  great.  I  fled  the  country 
because  I  wanted  to  find  a  place 
where  I  could  find  safety  and 
security  for  my  only  daughter,  who 
is  now  19  years  old  and  a  student  at 


Saly  Pin-Riebe  at  work  (above)  and  with  her  daughter  (above)  at  the  time 
they  came  to  the  US. 


crimination  and  mistrust.  Because 
my  color  isn’t  white,  and  because 
my  speech  has  a  heavy  accent,  I 
have  sometimes  had  uncomfort¬ 
able  experiences.  To  some  extent 
my  experiences  have  depended  on 
whom  I  was  dealing  with.  Those 
people  who  have  no  heart  and  no 
experience  with  other  cultures  will 
not  try  to  understand  me;  they 
won’t  be  able  to  empathize  with  me, 
to  put  themselves  in  my  position 
and  feel  what  I  feel.  Some  people 
have  no  patience  to  deal  with  any¬ 
thing  the  least  bit  difficult.  For¬ 
tunately,  most  of  the  time,  I  am  with 
people  who  try  to  learn  and  who 
always  advocate  for  refugees  and 
immigrants.  We  have  learned  to 
share  our  beliefs;  we  mutually 
respect  each  other  and  from  that 
understanding  and  respect,  are 
able  to  support  one  another. 

There  have  been  moments  when 
I  have  found  myself  in  situations 
where  I  have  again  had  to  face 
prejudice.  My  way  of  dealing  with 
such  situations  is  to  remain  strong 
and  firm  for  peace  and  under¬ 
standing.  My  habit  is  to  study  a  per¬ 
son  before  drawing  conclusions. 
Sometimes  I  must  simply  conclude 
that  a  particular  person  just  isn’t 
someone  who  will  share  or  learn 
from  others.  Sometimes  too  I  think 
that  change  comes  too  slowly, 
though  most  of  the  time  people  join 
us  in  standing  up  to  discrimination. 


Clark  University  in  Worcester.  I  people  nurtured  by  a  western  cul-  when  I  became  involved  in  the  field  especially  when  they  see  our  own 
was  very  determined.  It  was  clear  to  ture,  I  felt  safe  and  comfortable  be-  of  refugee  services,  I  remembered  Patience  this  struggle.  I  find 
me  that  I  would  have  to  risk  every-  having  in  this  way  as  I  tried  to  deal  my  own  experiences  and  used  them  to°  that  1  am  stiU  learning  to  be 
thing  for  security  and  freedom.  with  such  a  strange  environment.  I  to  help  improve  the  program  that  assertive  in  dealing  with  the  system. 

The  fear  of  a  possible  war  be-  remember  how  one  of  my  first  existed.  Talking  about  this  experience 

tween  the  Vietnamese  troops  who  American  friends  tried  to  help  me  Although  memories  of  that  reminds  me  that  I  will  never  be  able 
had  invaded  Cambodia  in  1979  and  find  a  job.  This  friend  pushed  me  to  period  may  still  be  painful  for  my  to  forget  the  insensitivity  and  lack 
the  ousted  Khmer  Rouge  of  the  be  more  assertive.  If  I  didn’t  I  child,  her  experience  is  also  part  of  °f  eompassion  of  one  of  my  imme- 
"Killing  Fields"  swept  through  the  would  miss  the  boat.  But  I  just  the  reality  of  the  refugee  ex-  diate  supervisors  at  my  first  job  as 
country.  I  told  myself  that  I  had  to  couldn’t  do  it.  "Can  you  do  the  job?"  perience  and  of  the  struggle  of  311  accounting  clerk/bookkeeper  in 
take  my  daughter  away  from  war  the  interviewer  asked  me.  "Maybe,  widows  to  build  a  new  life  for  their  3  non-profit  nursing  home.  She  was 
and  starvation,  from  disease  and  Let’s  wait  and  see,"  I  replied,  with  children  here  .Rather  than  see  it  young  and  smart,  but  her 
death.  I  did  not  want  to  see  my  child  hesitation.  Unfortunately,  I  did  negatively,  I’d  like  to  think  that  the  knowledge  was  narrow  when  it 
die  like  so  many  others,  with  one  miSS  the  boat.  My  friend  said  I  hardship  she  went  through  has  came  to  dealing  with  others.  She 
arm  in  the  crab  hole  and  another  missed  that  chance  because  I  made  her  strong  and  experienced,  showed  her  frustration  with  me  and 
hung  over  the  dam  in  the  rice  field,  wasn’t  assertive  enough  to  say,  \  believe  she’ll  try  to  see  it  as  a  my  accent,  with  my  eye  contact  and 
I  did  not  want  to  see  her  live  "YeS,  I  can  do  it."  I  did  not  know  positive  experience,  since  she  un-  with  other  differences  in  culture.  I 
through  forced  work  m  a  camp  with  how  t0  se]]  myself.  God  knows,  for  derstands  how  much  I  love  her.  Al-  still  stayed  at  that  job  for  almost  two 
her  stomach  blown  up  like  a  bal-  Cambodians,  this  answer  is  per-  though  leaving  her  at  home  alone  years  because  there  were  others  be- 
loon  from  eating  wild  weeds  to  fectly  fine  and  acceptable.  We  was  wrong  in  terms  of  protection  side  her  who  were  good  and  who 
calm  her  hunger.  These  thoughts  hesitate  because  we  want  to  show  [awSj  the  people  who  provide  ser-  supported  me.  But  eventually  I  had 
wer  e  a  reaction  to  my  past  ex-  humility.  Our  success  will  speak  for  vices  for  refugees  should  be  flexible  had  enough.  I  decided  to  quit  and 
periences.  itself  later  and  somebody  will  talk  mid  understanding  of  differences  swore  I  would  never  work  there 

I  arrived  in  Boston  in  June  1981  about  it  for  us.  But  does  it  work  that  in  cultures.  Only  then  can  they  ef-  again,  even  though  the  company 
after  moving  from  camp  to  camp  m  way  here?  fectively  help  Cambodian  refugees,  president  offered  me  a  good  raise. 

Thailand  and  Indonesia.  In  looking  After  life  under  the  Khmer  Intergenerational  conflicts  are  Yet,  despite  these  experiences,  I 
back  on  my  journey,  it  seems  as  Rouge,  my  self  esteem  was  very  another  result  of  the  refugee  ex-  still  feel  that  this  is  the  land  of  op- 
though  it  happened  yesterday.  I  still  low.  To  show  I  could  do  a  job  that  perience.  Torn  between  two  cul-  portumty.  I  know  that  if  I  don’t  feel 
remember  my  daughter  and  I  stum-  required  me  to  speak  English,  such  tures,  refugee  children  sometimes  comfortable  with  something,  I  can 
bling  off  the  plane  after  the  long  as  working  as  a  teacher  or  inter-  feej  Very  confused.  In  the  end,  change  my  situation;  I  can  move  on 
tiring  trip.  Although  we  ex-  preter  in  this  country,  was  extreme-  though,  they  will  make  their  own 
perienced  terrible  air  sickness,  it  iy  difficult  because  I  saw  myself  at  choices  based  on  their  own  com- 
was  offset  by  the  relief  and  excite-  time  as  inferior.  But  then  my  fort-level  and  desire.  While  they 
ment  we  felt  knowing  that  we  had  desire  to  learn  to  speak  English  may  resent  their  parent’s  "old- 
found  real  freedom.  But  our  well  became  very  strong.  I  pushed  fashioned"  ways,  parents  may  feel 
honeymoon  period  did  not  last  very  myself  to  study  English  night  and  uncomfortable  with  their  rapid  ad- 
long.  The  high  hopes  and  expecta-  day.  i  took  three  classes  a  day.  I  left  justment  to  the  new  culture.  It  may 
tions  soon  evaporated.  I  still  home  as  early  as  6  am  and  didn’t  raise  their  own  anxiety  level  and 
remember  the  confusion  and  fear  I  return  home  until  11  pm.  Can  you  anger  and  sometimes  can  damage 
felt  realizing  I  did  not  know  enough  imagine  I  left  my  daughter  home  the  relationship  between  the 
English.  Although  everything  was  without  an  adult  consistently  there  parent  and  child.  But  what  can  we 
okay  at  the  time,  my  anxiety  level  to  care  for  her.  I  did  not  even  know  do?  To  me,  Cambodian  children 
was  very  high.  _  _  that  I  had  violated  the  child  protec-  who  grow  up  in  this  country  need 

It  wasn’t  easy  being  in  a  new  don  laws  in  this  country  by  leaving  close  ties  and  good  communication 
environment  with  so  many  my  smau  daughter  at  home  alone.  I  with  their  family  I  always  found  it 
strangers  and  with  differences  in  did  not  even  know  that  I  should  best  to  communicate  with  my  child, 
culture,  systems  and  ways  of  look  for  some  kind  of  day  care  or  i  tried  to  anticipate  problems  and 
socializing  and  living  to  confront,  after-school  program  for  her  show  some  understanding  and 
Everything  was  a  struggle  for  my  either.  I  struggled  by  myself  and  flexibility.  I  wanted  to  give  her 
daughter  and  me.  Even  little  things,  finally  at  one  point  I  dropped  out  of  room  to  grow,  while  at  the  same 
such  as  answering  yes  or  no  ques-  school  when  I  realized  she  had  time  being  firm  about  what  I  could 
tions,  eye  contact,  and  gestures  been  mistreated  and  beaten  very  and  couldn’t  do.  I  won’t  be  too 
contributed  to  problems  and  con-  badly.  Fortunately,  my  child  has  upset  with  my  kid  if  she  says  that 
fusion.  But  the  feeling  of  being  free  grown  up  to  be  a  good  person.  "mom  is  old  fashioned."  I  will  edu- 
in  this  country  encouraged  me  to  be  I  Use  my  experiences  as  ex-  cate  her  about  those  "old  fashions" 

patient.  amples  to  show  that  lack  of  if  they  stand  for  something  good. 

Though  I  may  have  appeared  knowledge  and  understanding  Being  an  immigrant  in  this 
very  passive  and  submissive  to  leads  to  gaps  in  the  system.  Later,  country  I  have  faced  prejudice,  dis¬ 


and  adjust  my  life  for  the  better. 
After  leaving  that  job  in  the  nursing 
home,  I  was  offered  a  position  as  a 
resettlement  worker  for  the 
refugee  program  at  the  Catholic 
Charitable  Bureau  of  Boston.  It 
was  actually  the  starting  point  for 
my  long-term  career.  At  first,  I  felt 
uneasy  accepting  so  much  respon¬ 
sibility.  I  asked  myself  how  I  could 
help  newly-arrived  refugees  when  I 
myself  still  felt  new  to  this  country. 
But  I  was  blessed.  Nancy  Robb,  the 
director  of  the  unit,  described  the 
job  to  me  in  such  a  way  that  I  felt 
my  own  experience  and  knowledge 
of  Cambodian  culture  and  the  pro¬ 
gram  could  whole-heartedly  and 
effectively  serve  the  needs  of 
refugees  and  immigrants.  A  sup¬ 
portive  human  services  environ¬ 
ment  and  the  understanding  of  the 
refugee  providers  gave  strength 
and  hope  to  both  me  and  my  clients. 
This  work  involves  empathy,  en¬ 
couragement  and  empowerment. 
Through  helping  others,  I  feel  a 
new  relief;  I  have  became  more  and 
more  involved  in  both  the  private 
and  public  sectors  with  assisting  my 
community  and  doing  it  with  con¬ 
fidence. 

My  life  has  made  steady 
progress.  I  have  been  a  resettle¬ 
ment  worker,  a  medical  inter¬ 
preter,  a  case  worker,  a  mental 
health  worker,  and  an  advocate.  In 
later  years,  I  made  another  big 
leap:  I  went  back  to  school  and 
graduated  from  the  Boston  Univer¬ 
sity  School  of  Social  Work  in  May 
1992.  I  obtained  formal  academic 
credentials  in  this  country.  It’s  the 
tool  that  equipped  me  to  go  back  to 
Cambodia  in  its  time  of  need. 

My  life  has  changed  in  other 
ways  as  well.  When  we  came  here 
there  were  just  two  of  us  -  my 
daughter  and  I.  But  when  we 
returned  to  Cambodia,  we  were  a 
family  of  four:  my  daughter,  myself, 
and  my  new  son  and  husband.  It 
proves  that  we  are  doing  well.  My 
story  is  proof  that  refugees  and  im¬ 
migrants  who  came  to  this  country 
do  not  have  to  be  seen  as  so  many 
problems.  Although  there  are  dif¬ 
ficulties  to  be  faced  in  the  begin¬ 
ning,  when  we  are  finding  our  way 
and  adjusting  to  this  new  land,  we 
do  in  the  end  adjust  to  it;  we  do  start 
to  put  together  our  lives  again  in 
this  land,  with  all  appreciation. 

(Saly  Pin-Riebe  is  a  senior  service 
advocate  with  the  Refugee  Assis¬ 
tance  Program  of  the  state  depart¬ 
ment  of  Mental  Health.) 
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Early  Childhood  Services 

Our  exciting  &  expanding  Early  Childhood  Services  program  is  seeking 
qualified  individuals  for  the  following  early  intervention  positions. 

•  OT/PT  •  Psychologists 

•  Nurses  *  Social  Workers 

•  Educators 


Full,  part  and  per  diem  positions  available  for  professionals  to  provide  outreach 


to  families  in  homes.  Knowledge  of  infant  and  child  development  required  for 
all  positions. 

Interpreters  -  Khmer  Interpreters  needed  one  day  per  week 
To  apply,  please  forward  resumes  to:  L.  Bolognese,  530  Border  St., 

East  Boston,  MA  02128. 

Home  Based  Treatment 

FamMy  Partner  —  We  currently  have  a  full-time  position  for  an  individual 
to  work  with  families  in  their  homes  throughout  Revere.  Chelsea,  Winthrop  &r 
Boston  providing  outreach,  support  and  crisis  intervention  services.  BA,  as  well  as 
bilingual  skills  (Spanish)  preferred.  Must  possess  experience  working  with  families 
and  children. 

To  apply,  please  forward  resumes  to:  Mary  Ann  Sasso,  301  Broadway, 
Chelsea,  MA  02150 


We  offer  competitive  salanes  &  benefits.  Equal  Opportunity  Employer. 
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ANNOUNCING  the  FIRST  ISSUE  of  the 

Asian  American  Yellow  Pages 


1994  New  England  Edition 


Printed  in  Chinese  and  English,  this  telephone  directory  is  dedicated  to  serving 
the  rising  population  of  Asian  Americans  in  New  England.  15,000  copies  of  this 
directory  will  be  distributed  FREE  to  Asian  Americans  at  convenient  locations 
throughout  New  England. 

It's  simple,  convenient  and  low-cost  to  advertise 
in  the  Asian  American  Yellow  Pages.  Here's 
how  you  benefit: 

CUSTOMERS!  The  key  to  the  success  of  your  business  is  customers. 

You  can  get  as  many  as  15,000  new  customers  and  establish  a  NEW  customer 
base  for  as  little  as  $48  by  advertising  in  the  Asian  American  Yellow  Pages. 

SMART  INVESTMENT!  Asian  Americans  constitute  one  of  the  fastest 
growing  minority  groups  in  this  country.  Your  business  or  professional 
service  can  boom  with  the  GROWTH  in  the  Asian  American  population  by 
simply  advertising  in  the  Asian  American  Yellow  Pages. 

STAY  AHEAD!  Asian  Americans  need  the  same  products  and  services 
that  every  other  American  needs.  To  reach  them  before  your  competitors,  your 
advertisement  in  the  Asian  American  Yellow  Pages  can  DIRECT  these 
customers  to  you. 

LOW  COST!  Compare  our  prices  with  sending  a  direct  mail  piece  to 
15,000  households  at  $1  each,  it  would  cost  you  $15,000!  For  just  $48,  your 
business  can  be  listed  in  the  Asian  American  Yellow  Pages.  A  full  page 
advertisement  costs  only  $848  for  a  full  year!  Unlike  newspaper  ads,  bro¬ 
chures  or  circulars,  the  Asian  American  Yellow  Pages  sells  for  you  365  days  a 
year,  7  days  a  week,  24  hours  a  day.  You  get  tremendous  VALUE. 
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ACT  NOW! 


For  advertising  information 

Call  1-508-443-7888 
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CHINATOWN/SOUTH  COVE 
NEIGHBORHOOD  COUNCIL 


May  Chan 

William  Moy  (Co-Moderator) 

Jean  Lau  Chin 

Father  Hugh  O’Regan 

Lucy  Chin 

Mary  Soo  Hoo 

Richard  Chin 
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Hing  Soo  Hoo 

Rose  Chin 
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Vern  Chin 

Donald  Wong 

Joan  Cho-Sik 

Frank  Wong 

Richard  Lum 

Reggie  Wong 

Shirley  Lee 

Lim  Yong 

Jason  Cheung 

Ruth  Moy 

Agatha  Tong 
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VIETNAMESE  COMMUNITY 

_ 

A  F amily  Together  Again 


By  Hoa  Mi  Trinh 

My  name  is  Hoa  Mi  and  I’m 
from  Vietnam.  I’ve  been  here 
about  three  years.  I  was  born  in 
1980. 1  hadn’t  seen  my  father  for 
10  years.  He  left  Vietnam  in 
1981,  when  I  was  about  a  year 
old.  My  mother  took  care  of  me 
for  nearly  10  years.  My  father 
went  by  boat.  It  was  not  only 
very  dangerous,  but  for  14  days 
he  didn’t  eat.  After  10  years  he 
sponsored  us  to  come  to 
America. 

I  came  to  America  when  I 
was  10.  When  I  came  to 
America  my  mother  and  I  were 
very  happy  to  see  my  father 
again.  I  still  have  my  family  in 


Vietnam.  After  we  were  here  for 
about  one  month,  my 
grandmother  died.  I  missed  her 
very  much.  One  day  we  will  be 
going  to  visit  my  family  in  Viet¬ 
nam.  I  have  one  little  sister  who 
is  two  years  old.  She  was  born  in 
America  and  her  name  is  Susan. 
My  father  worked  in  a  printing 
company,  but  he  was  laid  off. 
My  mother  is  making  food  to 
sell  to  the  market  in  Chinatown. 
They  work  very  hard  to  take 
care  of  us.  We  love  them  very 
much. 


We  lived  in  Lynn  and  I  go  to 
Pickering  Junior  High  School. 
All  the  teachers  are  very  nice  to 
me.  I’m  trying  very  hard  in 
school  to  get  good  grades. 
There  are  many  activities  at 
Pickering.  I  joined  the  photog¬ 
raphy  group,  the  chorus,  the 
Monserrat  School  of  Art  pro¬ 
gram,  Designing  Women  pro¬ 
gram  sponsored  by  Girls  Inc. 

and  I  won  the  citywide  first  prize 
from  the  Lynn  Historical 
Commissioner’s  poster  contest. 


Hoa  Mi  Trinh  with  her  father  at  the  Wang  Center,  where 
her  photographs  were  exhibited  last  year. 
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EDUCATION 


Hard  Work  and  a  High  School  Diploma 


Chi  Hing  Wong  is  a  deter¬ 
mined  student.  A  person’s  age, 
says  the  69-year-old  woman, 
should  never  stop  someone 
from  learning.  It  hasn’t  stopped 
her.  This  month  she  and  other 
Asian  American  Civic  Associa¬ 
tion  (AACA)  students  will 
graduate  from  the  Boston 
Public  School  External 
Diploma  Program. 

When  she  came  to  the 
United  States  from  Okinawa 
and  Hong  Kong  18  years  ago, 
Wong  knew  very  little  English. 
Since  then,  though,  she  has 
made  a  determined  effort  to  in¬ 
crease  her  knowledge  of  the  lan¬ 
guage  by  taking  courses 
whenever  possible  in  the  Boston 
area. 

"I  wanted  to  communicate 
with  my  grandchildren,"  says 
Wong,  explaining  what 
motivated  her  to  improve  her 
English  and  increase  her 
knowledge.  She  also  says  many 
people  in  her  family  are  well- 
educated  and  have  often  en¬ 
couraged  her  to  increase  her 
own  knowledge.  Her 
grandchildren  were  often  there 
to  encourage  her.  "They  taught 
me  how  to  learn,"  she  says. 

When  she  first  came  to  the 
United  States,  she  sometimes 
found  herself  afraid  to  leave 
home  alone.  "I  was  afraid  to  talk 
to  somebody,"  she  says.  At  first, 
her  grandchildren  would  help 
her  with  her  English  and  take 
her  around,  but  there  were 
times  when  she  had  to  go  out 
alone. 


Students  and  teachers:  Seated,  from  left,  Elsa  Wong,  Chi  Hing  Wong,  Lisa  Wu 
and  counselor  Agnes  Lee.  Standing,  from  left,  teacher  Sara  Freed,  Teresa  Yeung 
and  program  coordinator  Anita  Hum. • 


A  teacher  before  she  came  to 
the  United  States,  Wong 
worked  as  a  day  care  teacher 
after  she  arrived  in  Boston. 
With  a  high  school  di  ploma  in 
hand,  she  now  plans  to  attend 
college.  She  believes  that 
people  should  never  let  fear 
stop  them  from  seeking  out  new 
opportunities,  from  learning 
more  and  developing  new  skills. 

The  will  to  improve  herself  is 
what  also  led  Elsa  Wong  to  en¬ 
roll  in  the  External  Diploma 
Program.  Wong,  who  will  also 
graduate  from  the  program  this 
month,  came  from  Hong  Kong 
about  16  years  ago.  Because  she 
knew  just  "a  little  bit  of  English" 
when  she  arrived  in  the  US,  she 
took  a  six-month  training  course 
at  Action  For  Boston  Com¬ 
munity  Development  (ABCD). 


The  course  paid  off  and  she 
found  a  job  as  an  accounting 
clerk  at  a  local  bank. 

When  her  children  began  to 
get  a  little  older  she  decided  to 
improve  her  education  by  en¬ 
rolling  in  the  diploma  program. 
She  too  plans  to  continue  her 
education  at  a  local  college, 
where  she  wants  to  study  busi¬ 
ness  administration  or  account¬ 


ing. 


Part  of  what  motivated  her  to 
learn  was  her  children,  who  are 
in  the  5th  and  10th  grades  and 
sometimes  need  help  with  their 
school  work.  "It  starts  getting 
difficult  to  help  them  with  their 
homework,"  she  says.  Elsa 
Wong  also  wants  to  improve  her 
own  employment  position,  now 
that  she  feels  certain  her  family 
will  remain  in  the  U.S.  The  pro¬ 


gramme  says,  was  "good  for  my 
job,  good  for  my  family." 

"When  I  came  to  the  United 
States  I  didn’t  know  anything," 
says  Teresa  Yeung,  another 
graduate  of  the  program.  Be¬ 
cause  of  her  limited  ability  to 
speak  English,  she  felt  in¬ 
timidated  by  the  outside  world. 
"I  didn’t  go  outside,"  she  says.  "I 
just  stayed  at  home." 

Yeung,  however,  realized 
that  this  was  now  her  home,  and 
so  decided  to  learn  as  much  as 
she  could.  "Because  I  live  here, 
I  think  I  need  to  learn  English 
and  help  my  son  and  teach  him 
English,"  she  says.  Now  she 
plans  to  attend  college  and 
eventually  "maybe  work  in  an  of¬ 
fice,  or  own  my  own  business." 
Like  the  other  students,  Yeung 
says  the  program  has  increased 
her  knowledge  and  confidence. 

Another  graduate,  Lisa  Wu, 
came  from  Toishan  in  China’s 
Guangdong  Province  nine  years 
ago.  She  worked  as  a  farmer  in 
China  and  didn’t  know  any 
English  when  she  arrived  here. 
"When  I  went  to  get  something 
in  the  store  or  anywhere,  I  didn’t 
know  how  to  speak  to  an 
American  or  a  person  who 
speaks  English,"  she  says  of  her 
early  days  here. 

While  working  as  a  stitcher  in 
a  garment  factory  in  Water- 
town,  she  took  am  English  class 
at  St.  Elizabeth’s  Hospital. 
Eventually  she  enrolled  in 
English  courses  at  Bunker  Hill 
Community  College  and  in  a 
training  program  in  Chinatown. 


She  eventually  found  a  data 
entry  job  in  an  investment  com¬ 
pany.  "I  wanted  tp  get  a  high 
school  diploma  and  go  to  col¬ 
lege,"  she  says  of  her  next  step  to 
improve  herself. 

Anita  Hum,  AACA’s  Exter¬ 
nal  Diploma  Program  coor¬ 
dinator  and  teacher,  says  most 
of  the  students  don’t  have  high 
school  diplomas  from  their  own 
countries  or  else  have  one  but 
feel  it  hasn’t  value  here.  "Some¬ 
times  it’s  a  confidence  booster," 
she  says. 

The  program  includes  two 
phases.  The  first  phase  requires 
students  to  pass  a  series  of  tests. 
In  the  second,  students  study 
five  subjects  -  community 
resources,  consumer  aware¬ 
ness,  occupational  and  career 
awareness,  health,  and  govern¬ 
ment  and  society  -  four  days  a 
week  for  two  hours. 

"It  really  broadens  their 
world,"  says  Sara  Freed,  a  pro¬ 
gram  teacher,  who  explains  that 
students  must  sometimes  com¬ 
plete  projects  that  require  them 
to  go  out  into  the  city. 

"It  really  gets  them  out,"  she 
says.  They  have  to  go  to  a  per¬ 
formance  and  write  about  it." 
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ASIAN  YOUTH 


■American  Youth 


(The  following  article  was 
produced  by  members  of  the 
CAPA  Y  Youth  Task  Force  with  as¬ 
sistance  from  Dr.  Peter  Kiang  of 
UMass/Boston.) 

On  December  13th,  1993,  700 
Asian  Pacific  American  youth 
made  history  by  gathering  for  the 
first-ever  Conference  for  Asian 
Pacific  American  Youth 
(CAP AY)  at  the  Boston  Park  Plaza 
Hotel.  Feedback  and  evaluation 
forms  from  the  conference  docu¬ 
ment  the  strong  spirit  of  unity 
shared  by  nearly  everyone  who  par¬ 
ticipated.  Ideas  for  school-based 
follow-up  presentation,  a  regional 
network,  CAP  AY  ’94,  and  other 
suggestions  to  build  on  the  con¬ 
ference  are  now  under  discussion. 
[Editor’s  note:  An  open  meeting 
for  Asian  Pacific  American  youth 
to  discuss  CAPAY  follow-up  goals 
and  priorities  is  planned  for  Sat., 
March  5,  1994,  from  1-5  p.m.  at 
UMass/Boston.  Contact  CAPAY 
at  727-7888  x  334  for  more  informa¬ 
tion.] 

In  some  ways,  however,  the  im¬ 
pact  of  the  conference  was  most 
profound  and  transformative  for 
those  who  organized  it.  The  follow¬ 
ing  are  reflections  by  some  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  CAPAY  Youth  Task 
Force  who  worked  collectively  and 
intensively  for  half  a  year  to  plan 
the  conference  as  interns  under  the 
supervision  of  Debbie  Tom  at  the 


just  being  on  paper.  It  really  is  a  Asian  Pacific  American  youth, 
process  -  brainstorming,  working  especially  when  they  are  experienc- 
with  people,  putting  it  on  paper,  mg  trying  or  difficult  times,  as  they 
trying  it  out,  implementing  it,  painstakingly  seek  out  comfort  and 
seeing  what  happens  -  that’s  some-  a  little  bit  of  understanding  after 
thing  really  cool  that  I  learned.  It  finding  out  that  their  needs  and 
was  kind  of  scary,  to  want  some-  concerns  remain  largely  unmet  or 
thing  to  work  out  so  much.  This  was  unheard  of  in  an  academic  or  com- 
the  first  big  event  that  I  had  a  real  munity  setting  which  renders  them 
impact  on.  It’s  so  easy  to  say,  "Oh,  insignificant  or  obsolete.  In  my  own 
things  will  never  change,"  so  easy  to  experience  as  a  high  school  stu- 
let  all  this  energy  inside  me  become  dent,  I  have  had  administrators  tell 
negative  energy.  But  it’s  a  lot  more  me  that  as  far  as  they  know,  Asian 
fun  trying  to  solve  things.  You  can  American  students  seem  to  be 
always  make  things  better.  doingjust  fine,  and  are  not  involved 

in  issues  like  racial  conflicts  or  ten- 
Amy  Park:  sions  with  other  students  that  war- 

It  was  really  important  for  me  to  rant  considerable  attention  or 
do  this.  I  realized  that  I  was  really  programming  with  an  allotment  of 
Asian.  I  found  people  I  could  relate  resources.  They  justify  their  claims 
to.  When  I  was  younger,  I  thought  I  by  citing  the  lack  of  complaints  and 
was  white.  But  CAPAY  showed  me  incident  reports.  Even  when  faced 
Photo  by  Ronnie  Hal  Nguyen/Alfred  T«m  that  I  was  really  Asian  American,  with  counter  arguments,  they  lie 

And  it  felt  good  that  I  was  doing  back  comfortably  and  state  that 


CAPAY  Conference  Organizers,  Dec.  13, 1993:  Back  row,  1-r  Shauna  Lo,  Chan  tala 
Chanthasiri  Lauren  Kwan,  Katy  Kwong,  Michele  Ott,  Jaime  Ramirez,  Joseph 
Wang,  Samantha  Dinh,  Ivan  Chan,  Debbie  Tom.  Front  row,  1-r  Isamu  Kanda, 
Tao  Nguyen,  Attia  Alam,  Vira  Douangmany,  Lisa  Chiu,  Vivian  Lee,  Mai  Du, 
Chia  Chia  Lu. 


since  this  past  summer  while  I  was  I  learned  a  lot.  CAPAY  made  me  something  about  it,  acknowledging  they  don’t  know,  and  refuse  to  offer 
working  on  the  conference,  more  active.  who  I  am  (It  also  helped  me  a  lot  to  any  commitment  or  plan  of  action. 

CAPAY  changed  my  life  forever,  think  about  this  while  I  was  writing  Accountability  is  all  that  stu- 

and  all  for  the  better.  Lisa  Chiu:  co^e8e  applications!).  I  hope  I  dents  want.  But  when  faced  with  an 

My  working  on  CAPAY  and  at  You  can’t  measure  all  the  things  can  cont*nue  working  with  the  attitude  of  "you’re  blowing  it  out  of 
the  Asian  American  Resource  I  learned  from  working  onSrouPanc^^ave™oree.xPer*encesproportion"or"it’sjmisolatedinci- 
Workshop  became  the  foundations  CAPAY.  It  taught  me  what  it  was  to  support  what  I’m  saying.  I  hope  dent”,  students  need  to  draw  from 
of  how  I  came  to  seriously  think  and  like  to  deal  with  the  "real  world",  to  tb*s  w^  continue.  the  resources  and  support  which 

feel  about  myself  and  my  ethnicity,  deal  with  adults,  and  to  beg  for  Isamu  Kanda:  CAPAY  was  able  to  demonstrate, 

Never  before  had  I  been  exposed  to  money.  But  the  most  important  Although  I  was  not  with  the  con-  ;n  order  to  make  a  difference  in 
the  social  or  political  issues  that  thing  I  learned,  goes  beyond  public  ference  tas^  force  for  more  than  their  lives  and  change  the  environ- 
Asians  face  as  a  race  in  American  relation  skills.  I  learned  that  I  can’t  l^ree  months,  both  the  preparation  ment  of  which  that  are  a  part, 
society.  Gradually,  as  I  began  to  know  it  all.  Before  working  on  the  ^d  the  conference  itself  had  a  very 
learn  more  about  the  problems  that  conference,  I  thought  I  knew  it  all,  significant  impact  on  me.  Ivan  Chan: 

sujjtivuiuu  ui  L/tuuic  loin  <11  me  Asjans  have  faced  and  what  we  I  thought  I  knew  everything  there  First  of  all,  the  fact  that  this  con-  After  several  months  working 

assac  use  s  °  eiugees  haVe  accomplished  in  this  country,  was  to  know  about  what  it  was  like  ference  was  the  first  of  its  kind  and  Gn  our  conference,  I  eagerly  shared 

and  immigrants.  1  heir  commit-  j  came  tQ  reaiize>  for  the  first  time  to  be  an  Asian  American,  but  I  size  was  very  exciting.  With  600  stu-  my  experience  with  friends,  and 
ment  tolearn,  share,  and  grow  with  m  my  ^  that  j  was  proud  to  be  didn>t  know  anything.  Before  work-  dents  in  one  budding,  I  was  able  to  was  taken  aback  by  their  reactions: 
each  other,  despite  their  ditterent  Asian,  and  that  for  as  long  as  I  live,  ing  on  the  conference  I  had  never  cpme  into  contact  with  others  in  "Why  complain  about  these  [is- 
et  c,  linguis  (^generational,  and  notbing  wdj  ever  change  the  way  met  or  even  talked  to  a  Southeast  sundar  and  contrasting  situations,  sues]?  What  can  a  conference  do  to 
socioeconomic  backgrounds,  pro-  tfaat  j  think  ^  feel  about  my  cul_  AsiaQ)  j  had  never  real]y  con_  I  thought  the  issues  and  topics  change  things?  Don’t  bother  ."Prior 

vide  inspiration  and  direction  for  tural  identity  as  an  Asian  and  espe-  sidered  the  Indian  subcontinent  as  discussed  at  this  conference  were  to  working  on  the  conference,  I  had 
all  of  us.  daily  as  a  Laotian.  I  also  promised  "Asian".  Meeting  people  from  all  a^so  veiY  important,  especially  be-  developed  a  desire  and  vision  to 

myself  that  I  will  never  stop  work-  different  Asian  backgrounds  cause  ^ey  didn  t  necessarily  apply  work  on  Asian  American  issues.  I 
Samantha  Dinh:  ing  towards  helping  and  educating  showed  me  how  narrow-minded  I to  Asians  alone.  Today,  where  didn’t  see  these  issues  being  ad- 

Workmg  on  this  conference  has  fellow  Asians  or  any  other  race  reaUywas  it  made  me  realize  how  boundaries between  separate  races  dressed  by  our  leaders,  and  I  didn’t 
helped  me  to  learn  many  new  things  about  the  issues  tbat  we  an  face  different  we  are  I  think  it  was  fate  are  becoming  less  and  less  defined  see  enough  action,  especially  by 
about  myself  which  I  never  really  together  or  individually  in  our  mul-  how  our  whole  group  got  together  a11  around  the  world  (at  least  youth.  I  liked  the  conference  idea 
knew  before.  When  I  first  got  m-  ticuiturai  society.  I  am  no  longer  and  just  clicked.  It  didn’t  have  to  geographically),  people  will  quick-  because  it  would  serve  as  a  forum 
volved  with  the  coalition,  I  definite-  ignorant  of  my  cultural  and  ethnic  happen  the  way  that  it  did...we  ty have  to  learn  to  deal  with  some  of  where  youth  could  unite,  open 
ly  knew  that  I  wanted  to  do  identity.  Now  I  know  that  we  must  could  have  never  gotten  along,  but tbe  same  issues  discussed  at  t  s  dialogue,  and  work  independently 
something  for  Asian  American  unite  and  help  educate  ourselves  as  we  did.  From  the  first  meeting  I  conference.  .  toward  change.  Yet,  the  most  un- 

youth,  but  I  was  not  sure  about  what  weU  as  others  about  who  we  are,  as  knew  we  were  on  to  something.  It  1  myself  was  born  and  raised  m  portant  reason  I  took  part  in 

or  how.  Through  planning  and  or-  weU  as  where  we  came  from  and  was  our  combined  hope  and  ideas  thf  country,  and  because  all  of  my  CAPAY  takes  me  back  to  the  con- 

ganizing  the  conference  with  my  where  we  wou]d  like  to  go  in  the  that  made  us  such  a  powerful  relatives  (outside  of  my  immediate  versation  I  had  with  my  friends, 

peers,  I  developed  in  many  more  future.  I  am  no  longer  silent;  I  am  group.  I  made  friends  who  will  last  famL*y)  ,ve  aPan>  aven  1  a  They  chose  to  remain  inactive, 
ways  than  1  expected.  Most  impor-  strong  and  will  continue  to  be  so  for  a  lifetime,  if  not  in  reality,  at  least  in  to°  raai)y  c  ai^es  °  8ef  /rrg  ia  silent,  and  apathetic,  I  chose  to  be 
tantly,  I  realized  how  important  it  is  as  long  as  I  live.  my  thoughts.  CAPAY  taught  me  touch  the  Japa^e  side  of  proactive,  believing  that  preventing 

for  me  to  do  all  I  can  as  an  in-  Chia  Chia  Lu:  how  powerful  the  Asian  com-  “yself  °f  \ have  been  sub'  problems  before  they  occur  saves 

dividual  to  contribute  to  the  Asian  CAPAY  made  me  realize  many  munity  could  be  and  how  powerful  Jected  to  Jokes  and  stereotypes  on  time,  money,  effort,  and  even  hopes 
American  community.  I  was  most  care  about  our  community  I  as  an  Asian  American  woman  °u“er°us  occasions>  but  these  and  lives  Asian  Americans  have 

surprised  to  discover  that  there  are  many  pe0ple  realize  the  could  be.  I  became  "empowered"  -  don  1  affect.me  very  much  because  much  to  do  before  they  can  con- 
so  many  Asian  Americans  -  youth  probiems  in  our  community.  I  full  of  hope  and  optimism.  It  tb?y  trom  Yet  .  tribute  freely  to  this  nation.  It  will 

and  adults  -  who  are  really  com-  learned  a  iot  from  the  Youth  Task  boosted  me  and  made  me  see  the  this  conterence,  with  its  various  require  a  lot  of  heart  and  patience 

mitted  to  a  common  goal.  In  a  Force  members  They  broke  many  need  to  be  more  active.  It  instilled  workshops  and  discussions,  l  really  before  our  contributions  are  ap- 

society  where  the  Asian  American  stere0types  that  I  had  in  mind,  such  confidence,  and  gave  me  a  voice.  I  sfarted  to  ab°ut  .  °  , r  predated  and  before  we  as  m- 
population  is  constantly  growing,  as  Pakistani  walking  barefooted  or  always  think  of  what  would  have  f‘de  Qt  myselt  wmcn^previous  to  dividual®,  and  as  Americans,  are 
we  must  make  sure  that  the  Asian  havin„  no  rights  and  hus-  happened  to  me  had  I  never  ttus  Pomt;  1  hadnt  given  senous  respected  and  trusted. 

American  community  is  repre-  bands  beating  their  wives,  etc.  But  worked  on  CAPAY.  I  am  grateful  b^l^beginning  ^to^lo^k^deeper  .  ^°’  l°  y°u  .vdsi?fnaries  ou.t 

then  I  met  Attia.  I  never  heard  of  that  I  was  exposed  to  these  issues,  wto  h«  lheT\&™  us  a  ^  d  y.ou  °eef 

Cambodia,  Laos,  etc.,  and  I  never  but  I  know  it  was  not  just  pure  luck.  “^Xo^^e  ^TriencS  l°me  hdp  .°f  Wa°-  ^ 
thought  the  people  there  were  Something  out  there  knew  that  this  ?^eJa^efe  A^eriLn  Keep  a  positive  attitude.  I  know  you 

Asians  But  then  I  met  Sarouem  was  fated  to  happen  to  me.  35  a  Japanese  Amenca  '  can  do  it.  Together,  I  know  we  can 

Chantala  Chanthasiri:  and  chan  ^  vira  Chantala.  —  do  il  and  do  11  weU! 

Before  my  involvement  with  rye  a,  thought  Japanese  Attia  Alam: 

CAPAY,  I  was  always  surrounded  believe  tbey  ^  the  best  and  don’t  Organization  and  leadership  - 1 
by  non- Asians.  Most  of  the  friends  cafe  about  other  ^i^s.  But  Isamu  discovered  new  ways  to  think  about 


sented  and  respected;  this  con¬ 
ference  was  a  major  stepping  stone 
in  accomplishing  our  goals. 


Joseph  Wang: 

Working  at  CAPAY  has  given 
me  a  stronger  sense  of  being  Asian. 


that  I  had  in  or  out  of  school  were 
Caucasians  because  of  the  type  of 
town  that  I  grew  up  in.  As  a  result, 

I  was  never  exposed  to  other  Asians 
besides  the  two  or  three  Asian  girls 
who  also  attended  my  high  school. 

I  did  not  even  associate  with  my 
relatives  because  they  lived  so  far 
away  from  me.  The  environment 
that  I  grew  up  in  was  not  diverse  at 
all.  The  only  ties  that  I  had  with  my 


Boston  University 
School  of  Medicine 
General  Clinical  Research  Center 


I  never  thought  so  many  people  same  goal,  but  m  such  different  8  me  a 

would  come  to  the  conference.  So  ways.  We  had  a  lot  of, conflicting  thalIcarlworkfor.um,ywithi„the 
many  were  interested  and  even  ideas,  yet  we  were  good  fnentUJ  and  good  rda. 

Black  people  were  lookrng  forward  learned  how  to  be  more  o,Kn  and  ^  ^  ^  ^  ^  i(  was 
to  our  action.  That  means  a  lot  be-  democratic.  It  was  also  frustrating.  ,  ,  ,  rAPAY 

cause  after  we  all  unite  we  can  ,  don’t  know  how  many  people  a.  supported  each  (Uher^helpcd 

unite  with  other  minorities.  I  m  tually  felt  inspired.  I  had  ideas  in  other  out  K 

now  more  aware  of  problems  in  our  my  head  for  what  I  wanted,  how  I  eac 


Asian  heritage  were  my  parents  conamuriit;y  and  how  they  relate,  wanted  the  impact  to  be  for  others, 
who  thankfully  helped  me  preserve  peopie  j0m  gangs  not  because  they  On  paper  it  looked  so  easy,  but  it 
the  culture  and  religion  that  I  have  want  to  be  cool,  but  because  they  wasn’t!  I  learned  how  hard  it  is  to 
come  to  accept  ever  so  happily  bad  problems  at  home  and  school,  make  something  happen  beyond 


Vira  Douangmany: 

I  think  CAPAY  was  successful 
in  counteracting  feelings  of  isola¬ 
tion  and  helplessness  in  some 


Unit  Coordinator 


The  clinical  research  center  is  an  NIH-funded 
program  providing  a  location  for  physicians  to 
do  medical  research.  We  are  moving  to  a  new 
facility.  Come  join  our  team. 

A  full  time  position  is  immediately  available 
for  a  creative,  self-directed  Unit  Coordinator. 
You  will  be  responsible  for  admitting  and 
scheduling  patients,  maintaining  census  data 
and  protocol  files,  and  typing  medical  and 
research  materials.  Qualifications  include:  High 
School  diploma  or  GED,  and  computer 
literacy.  Two  to  three  years  of  work  experience 
helpful.  Associate's  degree  a  plus. 

Send  resume  to  Office  of  Personnel,  Code 
CRC,  Boston  University  Medical  Campus, 
80  E.  Concord  St.,  Boston,  MA  02118. 
AA/EOE. 


Boston  University  Medical  Campus 
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NEWMAN  PREPARATORY  SCHOOL 


offers 

ENGLISH  AS  A  SECOND  LANGUAGE 

*  small  classess 

*  daily  language  laboratory  under  teacher  supervision. 

and 

COLLEGE  PREPARATORY  STUDY 

*  complete  high  school  curriculum 

*  personalized  program 

*  disciplined  atmosphere 

*  guidance  department  to  help  in  college  choice 
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NEWMAN  PREPARATORY  SCHOOL 
(Co-educational) 

245  Marlborough  St. 

(between  Fairfield  &  Exeter  Sts.) 
Boston,  MA  02116 

267-7070  267-4530 


SUN  SUN  CO.,  INC 


IMPORTERS 

RESTAURANT  SUPPLIES 


iJf  #¥■  4£ 

£  Si 
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ft  &  AS  it 


Store  Hour:  9:00  AM  to  7:30  PM 
ONE  HOUR  FREE  PARKING  AT  NEXT  DOOR 
BRADFORD  AUTO  PARK  WITH  $35.00  PURCHASE 


TEL:  (617)426-6494 

18-20  OXFORD  STREET,  BOSTON,  M A  02111 


HAPPY  NEW  YEAR 

KAPLAN,  O’SULLIVAN  &  FRIEDMAN 

Counselors  At  Law 

Practice  concentrated  in: 

All  matters  relating  to  immigration 
law  including  the  Immigration  Act  of 
1990. 

*  INVESTORS 

*  QUOTAS  FOR  HONG  KONG 

*  LABOR  CERTIFICATION 

*  TEMPORARY  WORK  VISA 

*  DEPORTATION  DEFENSE 

citizenship  1 1 4  State  Street,  Suite  300 

*  political  asylum  Boston,  MA  02 1 09 

Tel:  (617)  523-3049  Tel:  I617)  523-3049 


Harvey  Kaplan 
Maureen  O'Sullivan 
Jeremiah  Friedman 
Attorneys 
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BEST  WISHES  FOR  A 
HAPPY  AND  PEACEFUL 
NEW  YEAR 
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New  England  Medical  Center 


Serving  the  neighborhood  for  almost  200  years. 
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New  England  Medical  Center 

The  principal  teaching  hospital  for 
Tufts  University  School  of  Medicine 


750  Washington  Street 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02111 
Telephone  (617)  956-5000 
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ThePrudential 


80  BOYLSTON  STREET, 
SUITE  102 

BOSTON,  MA  02116-4802 
Office:  617-338-0220 
Fax:  617-426-6550 


©  1993  The  Prudential  Insurance  Company  of  America 
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HAPPY  NEW  YEAR 
FROM  YOUR  FRIENDS  AT 

WBZ 

RADIO  AND 
TELEVISION 


M  &  J  Trading  Co.,  Inc. 


460  ALBANY  STREET 
BOSTON,  MA  02118 

Tel:  (617)  292-9525 


BayBank  : 
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BayBank ® 

Member  FOC  Equd  Opportunity  Lender 
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BOSTON  HUMAN  RIGHTS  COMMISSION 
Bigotry  and  Harrassment: 

It's  Against  the  Law! 

One  City  Hall  Plaza,  room  716,  Boston,  MA  02201 
Phone:  (617)  635-3562  
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JOSEPH  T.  CEFALO  MEMORIAL 
COMPLEX 

246  WEST  WYOMING  AVENUE,  MELROSE,  MA  02176 
(617)  662-0223 


Happy 
New  Year 
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JOY  AND  LUCK 
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MAY  THE  NEW  YEAR  BRING  YOU  g 
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North  End  Fabrics  D 

31  Harrison  Avenue  Tel:  542-2763  o 

Boston,  MA  02111  426-2116  □ 

□ 
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HAPPY  CHINESE  NEW  YEAR 


Thomas  Bowe,  C.P.A.  P.C. 

Certified  Public  Accountant 

Restaurant  Accounting 
Taxes 
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1372  Hancock  Street,  Suite  202,  Quincy  MA  02169 
TEL:  (617)  770-4900 
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205  Tremont  street,  Boston,  MA  021 1 6  (61 7)  695-5230 

Member  FDIC 
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WING  WAH  VIDEO 


66  HARRISON  AVE.  BOSTON,  MA  02111 
TEL:  (617)  542-7903  357-5108 
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NI  LUN  WELFARE 
ASSOCIATION 


55  Harvard  Street 
Boston,  MA  02111 
Tel:  (617)  338-9526 


A  PEACEFUL  AND 
PROSPEROUS  NEW  YEAR 


Teresa  M.  Tse,  D.M.D. 


80  Boylston  Street 
Suite  306 

Boston,  MA  02116 
TEL:  (617)  482-8550 


Happy  Chinese  New  Year! 


THE 

COMMUNITY 
BUILDERS 

Boston,  Springfield.  Providence,  Now  Haven  and  Philadelphia 

Developing,  financing  and  managing 
afTordable  housing  and  commercial  properties 

Massachusetts 


Family  Rentals 
Boston,  MA 

Franklin  Park  Apts...617-445-8643 
South  End  Apt.,.617-267-1347 
Tent  City...617-267-8I95 
Urban  Edge...617-522-5515 
Holyoke,  MA 

So.  Holyoke...4 13-534-0955 

Lexington,  MA 

Franklin  Sch.  Apts...617-863-1810 

Lowell,  MA 

Perry  St.,.508-6884728 

Mash  pee,  MA 

Mashpee  Village...508-477-2000 

New  Bedford 

The  Touraine... 508-997-8275 

Salem,  MA 

Salem  Harbor.. .508-745-4961 
Stow,  MA 

Pilot  Grove... 508-897-03 13 
Worcester,  MA 
The  Aurora.,.508-754-5339 
Plumley  Village..  J08-757-3801 

Cooperatives 
Boston,  MA 

Roxbury  Corners.,.617-442-1557 
Lawrence,  MA 

Heritage  Common. ..508-688-4728 

Salem,  MA 

Salem  Point...508-745-4961 


Elderly/Handicapped/Disabled 

Rentals 

Boston,  MA 

Back  of  the  HiU..617-232-7606 
Casa  Maria...617-367-2667 
Woodbourne... 617-522-9022 
Gloucester,  MA 

Central  Grammar...508-281-3010 
Littleton,  MA 
Mill  Pond...508-486-9719 
Lynn,  MA 

St.Stephen’s  Tower...617-593-1080 

Southampton,  MA 

Southampton  Meadows.. .413-527-9855 
Stow,  MA 

Plantation  Apts...508-897-4404 
Uxbridge/Millville,  MA 
Crown  &  Eagle.. .508-278-3535 
West  Roxbury,  MA 
Cheritan  Grove...617-325-1913 
Easthampton,  MA 
CoUege  Highway. ..4 13-527-6337 


Commercial 
Boston,  MA 

95  Berkeley  St...617-695-9595 
434  Mass.  Ave...617-695-9595 
Cambridge,  MA 
432  Columbia. ..617-695-9595 


The  Community  Builders  will  manage  Oak  Terrace,  Boston  Chinatown’s  new 
rental  community,  currently  under  construction.  Watch  for  application 
information  in  the  summer  of  1994. 
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O  MetLife 

3ta^4i#lS#f*  +  i4fc  401  £ 

£i£  :  (  617)  451-0912  fc«f  (  617)  764-4417 


NOW  HIRING 

Metlife,  a  national  insurance  and  financial  services  firm,  is 
planning  to  add  three  individuals  to  specialized  in  business 
&  personal  financial  services.  Person  selected  could  expect 
3-1/2  yrs.  formal  training  &  development  administered  by  a 
professional  staff.  Complete  fringe  benefits  and  income 
between  $40K  &  75K  during  training,  based  on  commission 
and  training  bonus.  Virtually  unlimited  thereafter. 
Applicants  should  have  background  in  business,  education  or 
sales  and  be  a  hard  worker.  To  arrange  a  confidential 
interview.  Please  call  Mr.  Sam  Wong  at  (617)  451-0912  or 
send  resume  to: 

Jenny  Yu 
Metropolitan  Life 
65  Harrison  Ave.  Rni.  401 
Boston  MA  02111 

Equal  Opportunity  Employer 
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ORIENTAL  PASHIONS, 
IMPORTED  GIFTS,  BOOKS  &  MAGAZINES 
KUNG  FU  &  KARATE  EQUIPMENT, 


JA  i'u 

AIT  TiL 

s 

M-  £L*  ,  .  Vffe. 

fPKv.>  ’• 


OPEN  7  DAYS 
10:00  AM  TO  6:00  PM 


SILKY  WAY  /  CHINESE  AMERICAN  CO.,  INC. 

44  KNEELAND  STREET,  BOSTON,  MASS.  02111 
TEL:  (617)  461-6719  PAX  (817)  461-2318 


WEDDING 
DEIDTDGDADDy 
VIDEO  DICODOCIION 
TEL:  277-6033 


BELLINGHAM  AND  UPTON 

We  are  currently  accepting  applications  for  a  minority  waiting  list  for  1 , 
2,  3  and  4  bedroom  apartments.  MHFA  (13A)  low  and  moderate  in¬ 
come  development.  Wall  to  wall  carpeting,  heat  and  hot  water  includ¬ 
ed.  Some  balconies  and  dishwashers.  Call  508-966-2460 


ELDERLY  HOUSING 

Professionally  landscaped  i  &  2-bedroom  apt. 
Privately  owned  housing  for  people  with  fixed 
incomes.  Special  features  include,  off-street 
parking,  closed  circuit  TV,  intercom  system, 
recreation  room,  on-going  resident  functions, 
and  air-conditioning.  Conviniently  located  to 
shopping  and  transportation.  For  more  info, 
or  a  personal  tour,  call  Cheryl  at  617— 
592-1246 .  TDD#  1-800-545-1833  x  131 


1=1 


Chestnut  Gardens  Apartments 
Lynn,  MA 

An  MB  Residential  Community 
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MAY  THE  NEW  YEAR 
BRING  YOU 

JOY  AND  LUCK 


Alan,  Vinny,  Joe,  Peter,  Jody, 
Jack,  Vincent,  Neuiman,  Wing, 
Dennis,  Tracy,  Helen  &  Kathy 
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